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Water Boards

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

October 16,2014

Mr. Andrew Bundschuh

Humboldt County Department of Public Works
1106 Second Street

Eureka, CA 95501-707

Dear Mr. Bundschuh:

Subject: Notice of Applicability for Coverage under the General 401 Water Quality
Certification for County Road Management and Activities Conducted Under
the Five Counties Salmonid Conservation Program

File: HU - Slipout Repair on Essex Lane PM 4.0
WDID No. 1B14097WNHU

On September 18, 2014, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board received the
request for General 401 Water Quality Certification for the Slipout Repair on Essex Lane
PM 4.0 Project (Project).

On July 1, 2013, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water
Board) received the county of Humboldt’'s Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the terms
of, and obtain coverage of county road maintenance and activities under, the Waiver of
Waste Discharge Requirements and General Water Quality Certification for County Road
Management and Activities Conducted Under the Five Counties Salmonid Conservation
Program In the Counties of Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, Siskiyou, and Trinity In the
North Coast Region (5C Waiver), Order No. R1-2013-0004. County road projects covered
under the 5C Waiver that are required to obtain federal Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404
permitting are eligible to receive General 401 Water Quality Certification without
undergoing a project CEQA analysis.

Project Purpose and Description:

The Project is located on Essex Lane, at Post Mile 4.0. just west of Blue Lake in Humboldt
County. The purpose of the Project is to repair a slipout (embankment failure) that
occurred during the winter storms of 2012. The slipout is roughly 50 feet long by 10 feet
high and is adjacent to Essex Gulch, a non-fish bearing perennial watercourse. The loose
material from the slipout will be excavated, larger rip-rap (up to 1-ton rock) will be keyed
in at the base of the slipout area, with smaller rock being placed above, on the upper
portion of the embankment. Approximately 10 cubic yards of large rip-rap will be placed
below the ordinary high water mark (OHWM). It is our understanding that due to drought
conditions stream flows are very low, allowing for work to be done outside of any flows
that are present.
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In order to minimize the risk of delivery and transport of suspended sediment, straw bales
and silt fencing will be placed immediately downstream of the project. Upon completion of
the project, the silt fencing and straw bales will be removed, along with any accumulated
sediment. Disturbed areas will be seeded and mulched with a regional native seed mix or a
fast growing annual grass like barely (Hordeum vulgare) or wheat (Trificum aestivum).

Receiving Water: Essex Gulch, Blue Lake Hydrologic Area No. 109.110101
Mad River Hydrologic Unit

Total Filled or Excavated Area:
e Area Temporarily Impacted: n/a
e Area Permanently Impacted: 500 ft? of stream embankment

Total Linear Impacts:
e Length Temporarily Impacted: n/a
¢ Length Permanently Impacted: 50 ft of stream embankment from excavation and
placement of rip-rap

Total Dredge Volume: None
Latitude/Longitude: 41.693584 N/121.983089 W

Regional Water Board staff has reviewed the Project and determined that it meets the
eligibility requirements for coverage under the General 401 Water Quality Certification
contained within the 5C Waiver. Please be advised that the 5C Waiver requires that BMP
implementation and effectiveness monitoring reports be conducted to document the
achievement of performance standards and project goals. In addition, a Notice of
Completion (NOC) must be submitted no later than 30 days after project completion.
Please include the project name and the WDID number with all future inquiries and
document submittals.

Please contact Maggie Robinson at maggie.robinson@waterboards.ca.gov or (707) 576-

2292 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Original Signed By Fred Blatt For

Matthias St. John
Executive Officer
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