
	
	
	
	

	

	
	

February	4,	2016	
	
	
Ms.	Mary	Ann	King	
Trout	Unlimited,	Inc.	
4221	Hollis	Street	
Emeryville,	CA	94608	
	
	
Dear	Ms.	King:	
	
	
Subject:		 Notice	of	Applicability	(NOA)	for	Coverage	under	the	State	Water	Resources	

Control	Board	General	401	Water	Quality	Certification	for	Small	Habitat	
Restoration	Projects	SB12006GN		

	
File:	 Mill	Creek	Dam	Fish	Passage	Project	
	 	 WDID	No.	1B15163WNSO,	ECM	PIN	No.	CW‐820390	
	
	
On	December	24,	2015,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	(Regional	
Water	Board)	received	a	Notice	of	Intent	(NOI)	on	behalf	of	land	owners	Daniel	Golling,	
Robert	Mattei	and	Jill	Ridder,	to	comply	with	the	terms	of,	and	obtain	coverage	under,	the	
General	401	Water	Quality	Certification	for	Small	Habitat	Restoration	Projects	(General	
401	Certification)	for	the	Mill	Creek	Dam	Fish	Passage	Project	(Project).		The	Project	is	
located	on	Mill	Creek,	a	tributary	to	Dry	Creek,	in	the	Russian	River	Hydrologic	Unit	114.24.		
The	Project	sites	are	located	adjacent	to	the	property	at	2526	Mill	Creek	Road,	Healdsburg,	
Sonoma	County,	California.		Coordinates	of	the	Project	are	latitude	38.59570°	N,	and	
longitude	122.90765°	W.		Regional	Water	Board	staff	have	determined	that	the	Project,	as	
described	in	the	NOI,	is	categorically	exempt	from	CEQA	review	(section	15333	‐	Small	
Habitat	Restoration	Projects)	and	meets	the	eligibility	requirements	for	coverage	under	the	
General	401	Water	Quality	Certification	for	Small	Habitat	Restoration	Projects.	
	
Project	Purpose	and	Description:	
	
The	purpose	of	the	Project	is	to	provide	fish	passage	over	and	around	the	existing	Mill	
Creek	dam	restoring	access	to	a	total	of	11.2	miles	of	salmonid	spawning	and	rearing	
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habitat	upstream.		The	Project	involves	plans	for	dewatering	480	linear	feet	of	creek	
channel	in	order	to	create	an	engineered	roughened	channel	for	passage	over	the	dam	and	
grouted	ramp	low‐gradient	side	channel	around	the	dam,	then	rewatering	and	revegetating	
the	channel.		The	Project	description	includes	installation	of	rock	and	streambed	material	
from	the	dam	approximately	100	feet	downstream	as	well	as	the	use	of	rock	and	shotcrete	
to	provide	bank	stability	and	flow	separation	in	the	side	channel.		Where	shotcrete	is	used	
the	Project	description	proposes	curing	for	45	days	prior	to	re‐watering.		Along	the	
dewatered	channel	Project	plans	include	a	temporary	impact	area	of	approximately	480	
linear	feet	of	waters	of	the	US	and	the	permanent	impact	removal	of	approximately	20	
riparian	trees.		The	Project	includes	an	approved	revegetation	plan	to	replant	the	riparian	
area	adjacent	to	the	channels	with	up	to	200	native	trees	and	shrubs	for	riparian	habitat	as	
well	as	bioengineered	willow	pole	plantings	where	appropriate.		The	Project	shall	be	
constructed	and	maintained	as	described	within	application	materials.		The	Project	is	
expected	to	be	implemented	between	June	1	and	October	15,	2016,	lasting	approximately	
98	days.	
	
	
Receiving	Water:	 Mill	Creek		

Russian	River	Hydrologic	Unit	114.24	
	
Filled	/	Excavated:	 Permanent	Impact:	20	riparian	trees	
	 Temporary	Impact:	450	linear	feet	of	creek	channel	
	
Latitude/Longitude:	 38.59570°	N	/	122.90765°	W	
	
	
Regional	Water	Board	staff	has	determined	that	the	proposed	activities	may	proceed	under	
the	General	401	Certification.		Please	be	advised	that	coverage	under	this	General	401	
Certification	requires	that	monitoring	reports	be	submitted	at	least	annually	documenting	
the	achievement	of	performance	standards	and	Project	goals.		Regional	Water	Board	staff	
have	reviewed	and	approved	the	Mill	Creek	Dam	Fish	Passage	Project	Monitoring	and	
Reporting	Plan	Draft	–	November	2015	and	associated	Revegetation	Design	Plans	submitted	
on	December	24,	2015.		As	per	the	monitoring	and	reporting	plan,	reports	will	be	
submitted	annually	beginning	in	December	31,	2016,	through	2019.		Monitoring	reports	
shall	illustrate	status	of	fish	passage,	channel	stability	and	riparian	revegetation	success	
criteria	each	year	including	any	proposed	adaptive	management	actions.		A	Notice	of	
Completion	(NOC)	shall	be	submitted	by	the	applicant	no	later	than	30	days	after	the	
Project	has	been	completed.		A	complete	NOC	includes	as	a	minimum:	photographs	with	a	
descriptive	title,	the	date	the	photograph	was	taken,	the	name	of	the	photographic	site,	the	
WDID	number	and	ECM	PIN	number	indicated	above	and	success	criteria	for	the	Project.		
The	NOC	shall	demonstrate	that	the	Project	has	been	carried	out	in	accordance	with	the	
Project	description	as	provided	in	the	applicants	NOI.		Please,	include	the	Project	name,	
WDID	number	and	ECM	PIN	number	with	all	future	inquiries	and	document	submittals.		
Document	submittals	shall	be	made	electronically	to:	NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov		
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Please	call	Gil	Falcone	at	(707)	576‐2830	or	Stephen	Bargsten	at	(707)	576‐2653	if	you	
have	any	questions.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
	
__________________________________	

Matthias	St.	John	
Executive	Officer	
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Weblink:	 The	State	Water	Resources	Control	Board	General	401	Water	Quality	

Certification	For	Small	Habitat	Restoration	Projects	SB09016GN	can	be	found	
here:		

	
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/genera
lorders/shrpcert032713.pdf			

	
	
cc:	 Mr.	Daniel	Golling,	2531	Mill	Creek	Rd.,	Healdsburg,	CA	95448	
	 Mr.	Robert	Mattei,	2526	Mill	Creek	Rd.,	Healdsburg,	CA	95448	
	 Ms.	Jill	Ridder,	2490	Mill	Creek	Rd.,	Healdsburg,	CA	95448	

Carrie	Lukacic,	Prunuske	Chatham,	Inc.,	carrie@pcz.com		
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