
	
	
	
	

	

	
	

March	18,	2016	
	
	
	
Joe	Scriven	
Mendocino	County	Resource	Conservation	District	
410	Jones	Street,	Suite	C‐3	
Ukiah,	CA	95482	
	
	
Dear	Mr.	Scriven:	
	
	
Subject:		 Notice	of	Applicability	(NOA)	for	Coverage	under	the	State	Water	Resources	

Control	Board	General	401	Water	Quality	Certification	Order	for	Small	Habitat	
Restoration	Projects:	SB12006GN		

	
File:	 Mill	Creek‐Talmage	Fish	Passage	Barrier	Removal	&	Riparian	Restoration	Project,	

WDID	No.	1B16180WNME,	ECM	PIN	No.	CW‐822298	
	
	
On	February	19,	2016,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	(Regional	
Water	Board)	received	a	Notice	of	Intent	(NOI)	to	comply	with	the	terms	of,	and	obtain	
coverage	under,	the	General	401	Water	Quality	Certification	Order	for	Small	Habitat	
Restoration	Projects	(General	401	Order)	for	the	Mill	Creek‐Talmage	Fish	Passage	Barrier	
Removal	&	Riparian	Restoration	Project	(Project).		The	Project	is	located	on	Mill	Creek,	
Russian	River	Hydrologic	Unit	114.31.		The	Project	sites	are	located	600	feet	upstream	of	
the	confluence	of	Mill	Creek	and	the	Russian	River	at	900	Talmage	Road	(Highway	222)	
just	east	of	Ukiah	in	Talmage,	Mendocino	County,	California.		Coordinates	of	the	Project	site	
is	latitude	39.135711°	N,	and	longitude	123.183827°	W.	Regional	Water	Board	staff	has	
determined	that	the	Project,	as	described	in	the	NOI,	is	categorically	exempt	from	California	
Environmental	Quality	Act	(CEQA)	review	(section	15333	‐	Small	Habitat	Restoration	
Projects)	and	meets	the	eligibility	requirements	for	coverage	under	the	General	401	Order.	
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Project	Purpose	and	Description:	
	
The	purpose	of	the	Project	is	to	remove	a	fish	passage	barrier	and	provide	passage	for	
salmonids	to	7.5	miles	of	spawning	and	rearing	habitat	in	Mill	Creek.		In	addition,	the	
Project	will	restore	stream	bed	and	bank	including	native	vegetation.		The	Project	includes	
removal	of	an	existing	culvert	that	is	approximately	30	feet	long	with	a	bridge,	removing	
the	existing	concrete	channel	bottom,	restoring	the	stream	bed	with	native	gravel	and	
substrate,	replacing	concrete	rubble	with	bioengineered	stream	bank	treatments	including	
willow	plantings.		Plantings	at	top	of	bank	will	increase	riparian	species	diversity	and	
number	of	plants	as	well	as	installation	of	a	large	wood	in‐stream	structure	for	high	flow	
fish	refugia.		The	Project	shall	be	constructed	and	maintained	as	described	in	the	NOI	as	
well	as	any	revised	material	reviewed	and	approved	by	the	Executive	Officer.		The	Project	
is	expected	to	be	implemented	during	the	months	of	June	through	October	of	2017.	
	
	
Receiving	Water:	 Mill	Creek		

Russian	River	Hydrologic	Unit	114.31	
	
Filled	/	Excavated	Area:	 Permanent	Area	Impacted:	None	
	 Temporary	Area	Impacted:	420	linear	feet	of	Creek	
	
Latitude/Longitude:	 39.135711°	N	/	123.183827°	W	
	
Regional	Water	Board	staff	has	determined	that	the	proposed	activities	may	proceed	under	
the	General	401	Order.		Please	be	advised	that	coverage	under	this	General	Order	requires	
you	to	conduct	monitoring	and	submit	reports	to	the	Regional	Water	Board	to	document	
the	achievement	of	performance	standards	and	project	goals.		As	per	the	monitoring	plan,	
reports	will	be	submitted	annually	on	March	31st	each	year	following	the	first	full	year	of	
monitoring.		Regional	Water	Board	staff	have	reviewed	and	approved	the	Mill	Creek	Fish	
Passage	Barrier	Removal	and	Riparian	Restoration	and	the	Mill	Creek	32	93	00	Planting	
Irrigation	Spec	submitted	3/9/2016	by	Prunuske	Chatham,	Inc.	on	behalf	of	the	Applicant.		
Any	subsequent	changes	to	these	plans	shall	require	review	and	approval	of	the	Executive	
Officer.		A	Notice	of	Completion	(NOC)	shall	be	submitted	by	the	applicant	no	later	than	30	
days	after	the	Project	has	been	completed.		A	complete	NOC	includes	as	a	minimum:	
photographs	with	a	descriptive	title,	the	date	the	photograph	was	taken,	the	name	of	the	
photographic	site,	as‐built	drawings,	the	WDID	number	and	ECM	PIN	number	indicated	
above	and	success	criteria	for	the	project.		The	NOC	shall	demonstrate	that	the	Project	has	
been	carried	out	in	accordance	with	the	Project	description	as	provided	in	the	applicants	
NOI.		Please,	include	the	project	name,	WDID	number	and	ECM	PIN	number	with	all	future	
inquiries	and	document	submittals.		Document	submittals	shall	be	made	electronically	to:	
NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov	
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Please	call	Gil	Falcone	at	(707)	576‐2830	or	Stephen	Bargsten	at	(707)	576‐2653	if	you	
have	any	questions.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
	
__________________________________	

Matthias	St.	John	
Executive	Officer	
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Weblink:	 The	State	Water	Resources	Control	Board	General	401	Water	Quality	

Certification	Order	for	Small	Habitat	Restoration	Projects	SB09016GN	can	be	
found	here:		

	
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/genera
lorders/shrpcert032713.pdf			

	
	
cc:	 Kathie	Lowrey,	Prunuske	Chatham,	Inc.	Kathie@pcz.com		
	 Wes	Stokes,	CDFW,	Wesley.Stokes@wildlife.ca.gov		
	 Lance	Salisbury,	CDFW,	Lance.Salisbury@wildlife.ca.gov		
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