
	
	
	
	

	

	
	

June	8,	2016	
	
	
Mr.	Mike	Vellutini	
P.O.	Box	1489	
Healdsburg,	CA	95448	
	
	
Dear	Mr.	Vellutini:	
	
Subject:	 Ko‐Vel	Ranches	Driveway	Improvements	Project	subject	to	Policy	for	

Waiving	Waste	Discharge	Requirements	
	
File:	 Ko‐Vel	Ranches	Driveway	Improvements	Project;	WDID	No.	1B15060WNSO;	

ECM	PIN	CW‐815638	
	
On	May	29,	2015,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	(Regional	Water	
Board)	received	an	application	for	401	Water	Quality	Certification	and/or	Waste	Discharge	
Requirements,	submitted	by	Mr.	Kurt	Kelder,	Kelder	Engineering	on	behalf	of	Mr.	Mike	
Vellutini,	for	the	Ko‐Vel	Ranches	Driveway	Improvement	Project	(Project).		The	purpose	of	
the	Project	is	to	upgrade	an	existing	gravel	driveway	to	meet	Sonoma	County	standards.		
The	Project	impacts	involve	installation	of	a	40’	x	24”	culvert	where	a	rock	ford	crosses	the	
existing	driveway	and	drains	to	an	unnamed	tributary	to	the	Russian	River.		The	project	is	
located	at	23450	Chianti	Rd,	Geyserville,	Sonoma	County,	at	approximately	latitude	38.728°	
N,	longitude	122.944°	W.	
	
The	Project	includes	widening	the	road,	moving	the	alignment	away	from	the	creek,	
installation	of	storm	water	swales,	three	cross	drains,	installation	of	a	new	culvert	where	
an	existing	rock	ford	is	currently	located.		Where	the	culvert	drains	into	the	tributary,	
energy	dissipater	rock	slope	protection	(RSP)	will	reinforce	six	feet	of	existing	outfall	RSP	
to	minimize	erosion	at	the	outfall.		Where	the	driveway	alignment	is	moved	away	from	the	
creek	and	where	new	driveway	is	cut,	the	existing	gravel	driveway	will	be	decommissioned	
where	applicable.		Decommissioning	will	include	regrading	and	decompacting	soil	where	
appropriate,	revegetating	with	native	ground	cover	and	disconnecting	the	decommissioned	
portion	hydrologically	from	the	new	driveway	to	minimize	erosion.		The	driveway	will	be	
surfaced	with	compacted	gravel.		The	Project	includes	plans	to	replace	the	rock	ford	with	a	
culvert	with	embedded	native	gravels	which	will	improve	water	quality	by	reducing	
sediment	delivery	into	the	tributary	at	this	existing	crossing.		Impacts	due	to	the	additional	
RSP	added	to	the	tributary	will	be	offset	my	riparian	enhancement	plantings	along	the	top	
of	bank	at	this	reach.	
	
Based	on	technical	review	of	the	application,	and	the	fact	that	the	Project	impacts	lie	above	
the	US	Army	Corps	Jurisdictional	Ordinary	High	Water	mark	of	waters	of	the	US,	Regional	
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Water	Board	staff	has	determined	that	the	proposed	discharge	qualifies	under	waiver	
category,	“Minor	Dredging	and	Fill	Operations,”	under	Regional	Water	Board	Resolution	
R1‐2012‐0099,	Policy	for	Waiving	Waste	Discharge	Requirements	for	Specific	Types	of	Waste	
Discharge	(Categorical	Waiver	Policy).		The	Project	is	consistent	with	the	North	Coast	
Region’s	Water	Quality	Control	Plan	for	the	North	Coast	Region	(Basin	Plan)	and	meets	the	
requirements	of	the	Categorical	Waiver	Policy.		This	letter	hereby	informs	you	of	coverage	
under	the	Waiver	for	the	proposed	vegetation	maintenance	project.		Any	future	
development	associated	with	the	driveway	improvement	that	increases	impervious	areas	
shall	meet	the	current	standards	for	Low	Impact	Development	(LID)	as	described	in	the	
City	of	Santa	Rosa	Storm	Water	LID	technical	design	Manual.	
	
Work	is	proposed	to	take	place	between	August	and	October	2016	and	take	approximately	
3	days.		Work	is	proposed	to	be	conducted	when	no	water	is	flowing	in	the	tributary	to	
avoid	water	quality	impacts.	
	
The	Project	includes	plans	to	plant	native	riparian	plants	in	a	600	square	foot	area	along	
the	intermittent	unnamed	tributary	to	offset	the	impacts	of	new	energy	dissipation	RSP	
associated	with	the	new	culvert.		The	planting	plan	includes	approximately	15	native	trees	
and	shrubs	to	be	planted	in	this	area.		The	property	owner	shall	be	responsible	for	
monitoring	the	plantings	for	a	period	of	5	years	and	submitting	monitoring	reports	annual	
to	the	Regional	Water	Board	by	December	31st	of	each	year.		Success	criteria	of	85%	
survival	shall	be	met	at	the	end	of	the	monitoring	period.		If	irrigation	is	used	to	establish	
plantings,	they	shall	be	self‐sustaining	for	at	least	2	years	with	no	irrigation	before	success	
criteria	can	be	met.		Monitoring	reports	showing	that	the	project	was	constructed	in	
accordance	with	the	project	description	should	include	the	file	name	listed	above	including	
WDID	No.	and	ECM	PIN	and	submitted	to	Northcoast@waterboards.ca.gov	
	
Enclosed	is	a	copy	of	the	Categorical	Waiver	Policy.		Please	familiarize	yourself	with	its	
provisions.	
	
If	you	have	any	questions	or	comments,	please	call	Gil	Falcone	at	(707)	576‐2830	or	
Stephen	Bargsten	at	(707)	576‐2653.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
	
Matthias	St.	John	
Executive	Officer	
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Enclosure:	 Regional	Water	Board	Resolution	R1‐2012‐0099	and	Attachment	A	
	
cc:	 	 Kurt	Kelder,	Kelder	Engineering,	kurt@kelderengineering.com			
	 	 	
	 	 Tim	Dodson,	CDFW,	Timothy.Dodson@wildlife.ca.gov			
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Site	Plans:	

	
	
Mitigation	area:	
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