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ITEM: 3

SUBJECT: Public Hearing on Order No. R1-2012-0014, to consider Settlement
Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Administrative Civil Liability; to
resolve violations alleged in Administrative Civil Liability Complaint No.
R1-2011-0093 for City of Crescent City, Wastewater Treatment Facility,
WDID No. 1A80060DN

DISCUSSION

On August 23, 2011, the Regional Water Board Assistant Executive Officer issued
Administrative Civil Liability Complaint No. R1-2011-0093, recommending that an
administrative civil liability of $186,000 be assessed against the City of Crescent City
Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF) (Discharger) for violations of effluent
limitations contained in Waste Discharge Requirements Order R1-2006-0001, which
also served as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit. The
violations described in the Order occurred between July 1, 2009 and May 31, 2010, and
were subject to mandatory minimum penalties (MMPs) and discretionary civil liability.

On October 20, 2011, the Discharger proposed to apply the proposed administrative
civil liability towards completion of a compliance project (CP) and included a time
schedule to perform the proposed CP. The proposed CP consists of the installation of a
membrane bioreactor activated sludge treatment train (MBR). This will eliminate the
ammonia effluent limit exceedances by adding nitrification capacity capable of
converting the ammonia to nitrate nitrogen. The proposal also includes an anoxic zone
for the conversion of the nitrate nitrogen to nitrogen gas to promote total nitrogen
removal.

The proposed ACL Order memorializes the settlement agreement between the
Discharger and the Prosecution Team to resolve the violations alleged in ACL R1-2011-
0093. In lieu of paying $186,000 in mandatory minimum penalties, the Discharger shall
spend at least that amount to complete the compliance project described above. The
ACL Order under consideration describes and provides a time schedule for
implementation of the CP.

No comments were received during the 30-day public comment period.

PRELIMINARY STAFF

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry
of Order and Administrative Civil Liability, Order No.
R1-2011-0014 for Crescent City WWTF as proposed.



