
  
CITY OF BLUE LAKE 

Off ice of  t he Cit y Manager  
111 Greenw ood 

Post  Of f ice Box 458 
Blue Lake, CA  95525 

 
TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL 
Apr il 19, 2012 
 
Mr. Roy O’Connor  
Nort h  Coast  Regional Wat er  Qualit y Cont ro l Board  
5550 Skylane Blvd, Su it e A 
Sant a Rosa, CA 95403 
 
Subject: Comments on Draft  WDR Permit  Renew al, City of  Blue Lake 

WWTF, Blue Lake, California; WDID No. 1B811290HUM, Order No. 
R1-2012-0050 

 
Dear Mr. O’Connor: 
 
The Cit y o f  Blue Lake (Cit y) is subm it t ing t he fo llow ing com m ent s w it h  
regard t o  t he draf t  Wast e Discharge Requirem ent  (WDR) perm it  for  our  
Wast ew at er  Treat m ent  Facilit y (WWTF) locat ed in  Blue Lake, Californ ia.  These 
com m ent s specif ically address t he draf t  o f  Order No. R1-2012-0050 and 
include reference t o  specif ic draf t  perm it  sect ions and page num bers w here 
applicab le.  The Cit y seeks a WDR perm it  t hat  w orks and does not  put  t he 
facilit y out  o f  com pliance upon issuance.  Accord ing ly, t he Cit y request s 
RWQCB st af f  cooperat ion in  reso lving t he im port ant  issues set  for t h  below . 
 

Comments on Draft  WDR Permit  for the City of  Blue Lake’s WWTF 

 
1. Comment: Final Eff luent Limitat ions – Discharge Point  001 
 
a. WDR Permit  (p.4)   
 
Sect ion IV.A. o f  t he perm it  includes t he f inal ef f luent  lim it at ions for  
Discharge Poin t  001, as list ed in  Table 4.  Th is sect ion includes reference t o  
t o t al n it rogen lim it at ions for  d ischarges t o  land and set s t he ef f luent  
lim it at ions for  t o t al n it rogen for  t he d ischarge based on lim it s present ed in  
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ot her  WDR perm it s in  t he reg ion.   
 
To dat e, t he Cit y has not  co llect ed any t o t al n it rogen dat a f rom  Discharge 
Poin t -001.  We request  t hat  t h is ef f luent  lim it at ion be rem oved f rom  t h is 
perm it  cycle, and w e w ill m onit or  t o t al n it rogen as prescr ibed in  t ab le C-2 o f  
t he Draf t  Monit or ing and Report ing Program .  Our pr im ary reason for  t h is 
request  is t hat  because t he Cit y does not  have any t o t al n it rogen dat a for  
our  WWTF, w e do not  know  w het her  w e w ill be out  o f  com pliance upon 
issuance o f  t he new  perm it .  Under t he m onit or ing program , w e w ill 
est ab lish a baseline for  t o t al n it rogen dat a.  Addit ionally, t he Cit y spent  t he 
past  t w o years under t hreat  o f  lit igat ion by River  Wat ch, w hich w as recent ly 
set t led.  The Cit y is concerned t hat  if  w e exceed t he t o t al n it rogen lim it , w e 
w ill be exposed t o  addit ional lit igat ion. 
 
 
 
2. Comment: Special Studies, Technical reports and Additional Monitoring 

Requirements  
 
a. WDR Permit (p.11)   
 
Section VIII. Q. General Provisions, Special Studies of the permit includes a 
requirement for a hydrogeologic Investigation work plan and subsequent summary 
report.  The work plan is due within 12 months of permit adoption, and the associated 
summary report is due within 12 months of work plan approval.  The City is in 
agreement with the schedule for the work plan submittal; however requests that the 
submittal of the hydrogeologic investigation summary report be submitted within 24 
months of the work plan approval.  The City needs to collect data in accordance with 
the work plan for one year to determine if there is seasonal variation. 
 
3. Comment: Facility Information 
 
a. Fact Sheet (p. D-1) 
 
Section I.B. General Facility Information in the fact sheet states, “Three of these 
industrial connections – the Mad River Brewery, the Blue Lake Rancheria, and Blue 
Lake Power – are considered significant users.”  The City requests that Calgon Carbon 
Corporation be added as a significant user, and the reference to “three of these 
industrial connections…” be modified to reflect this by stating “four of these industrial 
connections - the Mad River Brewery, the Blue Lake Rancheria, Calgon Carbon 
Corporation, and Blue Lake Power – are considered significant users.” 
 
b. Fact Sheet (p. D-1) 

 
Section I.C. Existing Wastewater Treatment and Reclamation Facility in the fact sheet 
states that “Three of the industrial connections, the Mad River Brewery, the Blue Lake 
Rancheria, and Blue Lake Power are considered significant users.”  The City requests 
that Calgon Carbon Corporation be added as a significant user, and the reference to 



“three of the industrial connections…” be modified to reflect this by stating “four of the 
industrial connections, the Mad River Brewery, the Blue Lake Rancheria, Calgon 
Carbon Corporation, and Blue Lake Power, are considered significant users.” 
 
c. Fact Sheet (p. D-2) 

 
Section I.C., Existing Wastewater Treatment and Reclamation Facility in the fact sheet 
states that “This pond contains two surface aerators.”  Approximately nine months ago, 
the City added an additional aerator to Pond 1.  The City requests that the number of 
aerators be modified to reflect this by stating, “This pond contains three surface 
aerators.” 
 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on the draft WDR permit for the 
City of Blue Lake’s WWTF.  If you have any questions regarding the comments, please 
call me at 707-668-5655. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Berchtold (via email) 
City Manager 
 
 
c:  Mike Foget, SHN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


