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Item:  9 
 
Subject: Workshop on the Klamath River Total Maximum Daily Loads and Action 

Plan Addressing Temperature, Dissolved Oxygen, Nutrient, and 
Microcystin Impairments in California 

 
Introduction 

 
The Klamath River is listed on the federal Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List as an 
impaired waterbody.  Since 2004 North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) staff have been working with the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) Regions 9 
and 10 to develop a water quality restoration plan, called a total maximum daily load 
(TMDL), to address the water quality impairments in the Klamath River.  A consent 
decree entered into by US EPA Region 9 in March 1997 and modified in December 
2007 (Pacific Coast Fisherman’s Association et al. v. EPA) requires US EPA approval of 
the Klamath River TMDL for California by December 2010.  
 

Public Review Draft Staff Report and Public Comment Period 
 

Staff have completed the Public Review Draft Staff Report for the Klamath River Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and Action Plan Addressing Temperature, Dissolved 
Oxygen, Nutrient, and Microcystin Impairments (Public Review Draft).  The Public 
Review Draft includes the following elements: 
• Pollutant load allocations and water quality targets associated with pollutant sources 

that contribute to the water temperature, nutrients, dissolved oxygen, and 
microcystin impairments in the Klamath River in California.   

• An explanation of existing regulatory authorities the Regional Water Board may use 
to achieve compliance with the TMDLs. 

• An implementation plan for attaining the allocations and targets that identifies 
responsible parties and requires them to implement measures that control pollutant 
sources.   

• Reporting requirements for responsible parties that track the implementation and 
effectiveness of compliance measures.   

• A plan to monitor water quality conditions in the Klamath Basin in California in 
comparison to the TMDL allocations and targets. 
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• A California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental analysis that 
evaluates the potential environmental impacts of reasonably foreseeable compliance 
measures. 

 
The TMDL implementation plan builds upon on-going water quality control efforts in the 
Klamath River basin in California by recommending additional measures where current 
efforts are not sufficient to meet TMDL requirements.  The implementation plan 
recommends the appropriate combination of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit, Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs), conditional waiver of 
WDRs, and/or prohibitions to make the TMDL implementation measures and discharger 
reporting requirements enforceable.  The TMDL allocations and targets and the 
implementation plan are summarized in a TMDL Action Plan. 
 
The public comment period for the Public Review Draft opened on June 15, 2009 and 
will close on August 17, 2009.  During the public comment period, Regional Water 
Board staff, along with Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and US EPA 
Regions 9 and 10 will hold four public workshops to present the Public Review Draft and 
receive oral comments.  At the July 23, 2009 Regional Water Board meeting, staff will 
hold a Board workshop to present the Public Review Draft, receive oral comments, and 
address questions from the Board.   
 

Next Steps 
 
At the September 10, 2009 Regional Water Board meeting, staff will hold an additional 
Board workshop to present an overview of the public comments on the Public Review 
Draft received to date, receive oral comments, and seek input from the Board on 
elements for inclusion in the Resolution that will accompany the Klamath River TMDL 
and Action Plan Basin Plan amendment.  The adoption hearing for the Klamath River 
TMDL and Action Plan is scheduled for the October 28/29, 2009 Regional Water Board 
meeting. 
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