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ITEM: 8 
 
SUBJECT: Nonpoint Source Program Strategy and Five-Year Plan (Mark Neely) 
 
BOARD ACTION: This is an informational item. No action will be taken by the Regional 

Board 
 
BACKGROUND: The Nonpoint Source Program Plan is a comprehensive statewide 

program that serves to focus its efforts over a 15-year period to 
reduce and prevent nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 

 
 The NPS Program at the State Water Resources Control Board 

(SWRCB) is currently updating the NPS Program Strategy for 2013-
2028, while the Regional Water Boards are updating their NPS 
Program Five-Year Implementation Plans for 2013-2018. Our Region 
last went through this planning process in 2008, with the result being 
the Five-Year Plan that has guided NPS regulation for the period of 
2008-13. 

 
 The NPS Program identifies six categories of land use that contribute 

to nonpoint source pollutants that affect water quality in California’s 
waterways: 

• agriculture  
• forestry (silviculture) 
• urban  
• marinas 
• hydromodification 
• wetlands/riparian areas 

 
 The majority of North Coast watersheds are listed as sediment 

impaired, and to a lesser degree temperature impaired, under Section 
303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act.  These impairments are due to 
past and current land use activities, unstable and highly erodible 
geologies, and abundant winter rainfall.  Because of the Region’s 
largely rural nature, many of the existing and potential pollution 
impacts are from such nonpoint source land use activities as rural 
roads, logging, grazing, agriculture, and the like. 

  



Item 8 -2- 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: Normally, the development of the Five-Year Plan does not contain a 

public involvement component until after the SWRCB has taken all the 
Regional Water Boards’ plans and combined them into one report. 
However, because of the extent of NPS impacts in our Region, and the 
high level of public interest in such issues, we held two public 
workshops to allow for input from the Board and public. Staff 
compiled a list of issues, and then evaluated them based on a number 
of factors, including their knowledge and expertise of the Region’s 
geography and waters, as well as programs that encompass our 
regulatory framework (e.g., dredge and fill, stormwater, timber 
harvest, and others). 

 
 The four Initiatives that we have chosen for this Five-Year Plan are: 
 

• Initiative 1.1 – Ownership/Watershed WDRs for Timber 
Harvest and Nonpoint Source Activities 

• Initiative 1.2 – Water Quality Compliance Program for 
Discharges from Agricultural Lands 

• Initiative 1.3 – Mendocino County Permit Coordination 
Program/Wood for Salmon  

• Initiative 1.4 – Watershed Stewardship Approach 
 

A focus of this effort is the development of “Numerical Performance 
Measurements” that will measure the success of our restoration, 
improvement, and protection efforts.  They must be easily reportable, 
measurable milestones for the SWRCB and the USEPA. 
 
At the time of this writing, we are awaiting comments from the 
SWRCB and the USEPA. Once they have submitted suggested edits, we 
will revise the document to incorporate them.  A final version is due to 
the SWRCB by September 1, 2013. We hope to have a revised version 
available before this Board meeting. 
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