
 

Notice of Proposed No Further Action 

For 

Pacific Gas & Electric Geysers Power Plant Sites 

West Administration Center (Case Number 1NSO711) 

East Administration Center (Case Number 1NSO714) 

Geysers Rock Fill Stockpile (Case Number 1NSO715) 

Geysers Road 

Sonoma County 
 

Notice Posting Date: November 12, 2015 

End of Comment Period: January 11, 2016 
 
Proposed Action:  This notice invites interested parties to comment on the proposed 
decision to require no further action for the investigation of known and suspected 
unauthorized discharges of waste materials at three former Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
geothermal power plant operations sites in the unincorporated area of Sonoma County. 
Regional Water Board staff proposes to close the three site investigation cases following a 
period for public review and comment on the decisions.  
 
Problem Description:  From 1971 until 1999, PG&E operated 14 power generating units 
and 13 support facilities in an area known as Geysers Geothermal Area.  In 1998, PG&E 
collected soil and groundwater samples to evaluate the environmental concerns that were 
identified in a 1997 site assessment that was conducted to evaluate site conditions prior to 
sale of the properties.  Based on the reported analytical results, Regional Water Board staff 
requested PG&E to investigate twelve of the former PG&E operations sites.  The identified 
constituents of concern include metals, petroleum hydrocarbons, volatile and semi-volatile 
organic compounds, polychlorinated biphenyls, and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons.  
 
Investigations Conducted:  PG&E conducted soil and groundwater investigations from 
2011 through 2013 to evaluate residual contamination in the identified areas of concern. 

Site Assessments:  The follow-up sampling at three of the open PG&E investigation sites 
found no impacts from unauthorized discharges.  These three site locations are the West 
Administration Center (Case Number 1NSO711), the East Administration Center, (Case 
Number 1NSO714), and the Geysers Rock Fill Stockpile. 

Unless significant comments or new information is presented, Regional Water Board staff 
will proceed with the case closure process upon conclusion of the comment period.  Please 
contact Jim Tischler at (707) 576-2469 or James.Tischler@waterboards.ca.gov with any 
questions or comments.  Written comments may also be submitted to: 
 
 North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 Attention:  Jim Tischler 
 5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A 
 Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
 
Regional Water Board site records comprise both a paper file and an electronic file. 
Beginning in 2005, select file material was uploaded to the State Water Resources Control 
Board’s GeoTracker website and not necessarily included in the paper file.  All new file 
material after 2014 is retained only electronically.  The GeoTracker records are available at 
http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=SL0609773332. 
 
The paper files (“PG&E GEYSERS GENERAL FILE”, Case No. 1NSOPGEGeysers) may be 
reviewed at the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board office from 8:00am to 
5:00pm Monday through Friday.  Appointments are recommended and can be arranged by 
calling (707) 576-2220.  
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