
 
 
 

June 6, 2011 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

Sonoma County Water Agency 
Airport Larkfield-Wikiup Sanitation Zone Treatment Facility 
Modifications and Construction of Fleet Services Building 

WDID No. 1B11063WNSO 
Sonoma County 

 
On May 4, 2011, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Ms. Yvette O’Keefe, Sonoma County Water 
Agency (applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, Section 401, water quality 
certification for proposed activities associated with the Airport Larkfield-Wikiup 
Sanitation Zone Treatment Facility Modifications and Construction of Fleet Services 
Building (project).  The proposed project will cause disturbances to approximately 0.021 
acres of waters of the United States and waters of the State associated with the 
Russian River within the Mark West Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.23, Russian River 
Hydrologic Unit No. 114.00. 
 
The proposed project site is located at the Sonoma County Water Agency Airport 
Larkfield-Wikiup Sanitation Zone Treatment Facility, 2025 Aviation Boulevard in the City 
of Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California (APN 059-271-002), latitude 38.51665°N, 
longitude 122.805378°W. 
 
The primary purpose of the proposed project is to construct a new fleet vehicle service 
center building and other facilities, modify existing structures, resurface paved areas, 
and increase available parking space; within the footprint of the Sonoma County Water 
Agency Treatment Facility property.  New building construction will be located within the 
existing paved area, adjacent to the service center buildings.  East of the treatment 
facility a 3.280 acre field will be converted to a gravel parking area.  North of the 
proposed parking area is a drainage ditch (maintained drainage) that connects through 
a culvert to Redwood Creek. The proposed parking area will maintain a 30-foot setback 
from the maintained drainage. The applicant proposes to modify the existing maintained 
drainage ditch by extending/replacing the existing 20-foot culvert with a 60-foot, 24-inch, 
high-density polyethylene culvert, and installing two inlet structures.  The purpose of the 
modification is to improve drainage for flood control.  Construction is planned to last 
approximately 2 weeks and is tentatively expected to take place during fall of 2011, 
when there is not flow present in the maintained drainage.  
 
The Sonoma County Water Agency will implement applicable Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), as outlined in their Stream Maintenance Program Manual (SCWA, 
2009), to avoid or minimize potential construction impacts.  Non-compensatory 
mitigation for this project includes re-vegetation of disturbed areas, as appropriate, and 
the use of BMPs for sediment and turbidity control, to ensure that materials do not enter 
the waterway.   
 
The Sonoma County Water Agency has filed a Notice of Exemption with the County 
Clerk, County of Sonoma, for the project in order to comply with the California 
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Environmental Quality Act. The applicant has applied to the California Department of 
Fish and Game for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement.   
 
The project is exempt from CEQA under California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 
15061, subdivision (b).  The project meets the exemption criteria under title 14, 
California Code of Regulations, section 15301 [Existing Facilities]; section 15302 
[Replacement or Reconstruction]; 15303 [New Construction]; 15304 [Minor Alterations 
to Land; and section 15311 [Accessory Structures]. The Regional Water Board will file a 
Notice of Exemption in accordance with the California Code of Regulations, title 14, 
section 15062 after issuance of the 401 Certification order.  
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s 
proposed activities.  The application for Water Quality Certification in the Regional 
Water Board’s file contains additional details about the proposed activities including 
maps and detailed design drawings.  The application and Regional Water Board file are 
available for public review.  
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this notice and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at 
(707) 576-2653 within 21 days of the posting of this notice.  
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