
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

August	13,	2013	
	

	
Public	Notice	for	Water	Quality	Certification	and/or	Waste	

Discharge	Requirements	(Dredge/Fill	Projects)	
	

Upp	Road	Gully	Stabilization	
Sediment	Reduction	Project	

Gold	Ridge	Resource	Conservation	District	
WDID	No.	1B13044WNSO	

	
Sonoma	County	

	
On	April	25,	2013,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	(Regional	Water	
Board)	received	an	application	from	Gen	and	Pamela	Gunsalus	(applicant),	requesting	
Federal	Clean	Water	Act,	section	401,	Water	Quality	Certification	for	activities	associated	
with	gully	stabilization	and	sediment	reduction	activities.		The	proposed	project	will	cause	
disturbances	to	waters	of	the	United	States	associated	with	tributaries	to	Green	Valley	
Creek,	within	the	Russian	River	Hydrologic	Area,	Guerneville	Hydrologic	Subarea	No.	
114.11.		The	Project	is	located	at	latitude	38.432793°N,	and	longitude	122.900528°W.		
Permanent	impact	to	bed	and	bank	of	unnamed	tributary	to	Green	Valley	Creek	is	
approximately	0.20	acres/300	linear	feet.	
		
The	primary	purpose	of	the	project	is	to	stop	ongoing	sediment	delivery	to	Green	Valley	
Creek.		The	project	should	prevent	approximately	100	cubic	yards	of	sediment	from	being	
delivered	to	Green	Valley	Creek	within	the	next	20	years.		Green	Valley	Creek	provides	
habitat	to	federal	and	state	endangered	species	of	salmonids.	
	
The	project	site	is	on	the	upper	reach	of	a	seasonal	tributary	to	Green	Valley	Creek.		There	
are	two	separate	work	sites	within	an	approximately	1.0	acre	area	along	the	stream.		The	
natural	stream	channel	appears	to	be	incising	with	the	incision	actively	moving	upstream.		
Two	areas	within	the	project	reach	are	actively	head‐cutting	and	eroding,	resulting	in	
sediment	delivery	to	Green	Valley	Creek.				
	
The	proposed	project	will	stabilize	the	two	erosion	features	described	above,	and	prevent	
future	erosion	and	sediment	delivery,	by	a	combination	of	excavation	of	unstable	bank,	
raising	the	channel	bed	level	by	filling,	and	rock	armoring.		Total	rock	armoring	length	is	
approximately	153	feet;	total	length	of	the	active	project	area	is	approximately	300	feet.	
	
A	planting	plan	has	been	produced	and	will	be	implemented	to	revegetate	the	impacted	
areas	and	improve	vegetation	at	less	vegetated	portions	of	the	stream.		A	total	of	56	trees	
and	28	shrubs	will	be	planted	within	these	areas.		Additionally,	willow	sprigging	will	be	
done	within	the	regraded	and	armored	stream	channel.		
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The	project	is	planned	for	summer‐fall	2013.		Work	is	planned	to	last	up	to	14	working	
days.	
		
The	project	is	self‐mitigating;	it	is	designed	to	reduce	delivery	of	sediment	and	will	improve	
water	quality	conditions.		The	project	will	employ	best	management	practices	to	prevent	or	
reduce	any	discharges	during	and	after	construction.	
	
The	Applicant	has	applied	for	authorization	from	the	United	States	Army	Corps	of	
Engineers	for	a	Clean	Water	Act,	section	404	permit.		The	Applicant	has	also	applied	to	
California	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife	for	a	Streambed	Alteration	Agreement.	
	
The	Gold	Ridge	Resource	Conservation	District,	as	lead	California	Environmental	Quality	
Act	(CEQA)	agency,	has	filed	a	Notice	of	Exemption	–	15333‐Small	Habitat	Restoration	
Projects	with	the	State	Clearinghouse,	pursuant	to	CEQA	guidelines.	
	
The	information	contained	in	this	public	notice	is	only	a	summary	of	the	Applicant’s	
proposed	activities.		The	application	for	Water	Quality	Certification	in	the	Regional	Water	
Board’s	file	contains	additional	details	about	the	proposed	project	including	maps	and	
photos.		The	application	and	Regional	Water	Board	file	are	available	for	public	review.	
	
Regional	Water	Board	staff	are	proposing	to	regulate	this	project	pursuant	to	Section	401	
of	the	Clean	Water	Act	(33	USC	1341)	and/or	Porter‐Cologne	Water	Quality	Control	Act	
authority.		In	addition,	staff	will	consider	all	comments	submitted	in	writing	and	received	at	
this	office	by	mail	during	a	21‐day	comment	period	that	begins	on	the	first	date	of	issuance	
of	this	letter	and	ends	at	5:00	p.m.	on	the	last	day	of	the	comment	period.		If	you	have	any	
questions,	please	contact	staff	member	Stephen	Bargsten	at	(707)	576‐2653	within	21	days	
of	the	posting	of	this	notice.	
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