
	
	

	

February	6,	2014	
	
	

Public	Notice	for	Water	Quality	Certification	and/or	Waste	
Discharge	Requirements	(Dredge/Fill	Projects)	

	
Santa	Rosa	Colgan	Creek	Restoration	Project	Phase	I	

WDID	1B13141WNSO	
	

Sonoma	County	
	

On	November	15,	2013,	the	North	Coast	Regional	Water	Quality	Control	Board	(Regional	
Water	Board)	received	an	application	from	Richard	Moshier,	City	of	Santa	Rosa	(applicant),	
requesting	Federal	Clean	Water	Act,	section	401,	Water	Quality	Certification	(certification)	
and/or	Waste	Discharge	Requirements	(Dredge/Fill	Projects)	for	activities	associated	with	
the	Santa	Rosa	Colgan	Creek	Restoration	Project	Phase	I	(project).	The	proposed	project	
would	cause	disturbances	to	waters	of	the	United	States	and	the	state	associated	with	
Colgan	Creek,	a	tributary	to	the	Laguna	de	Santa	Rosa	in	the	Middle	Russian	River	
Hydrologic	Area,	114.21.	The	project	is	located	along	Bellevue	Avenue	at	Burgess	Drive	in	
Santa	Rosa,	California,	at	latitude	38.4021°N	and	longitude	122.7333°W.		
	
Permanent	impacts	to	waters	of	the	United	States	and	state	would	be	approximately	2.49	
acres	or	2,550	linear	feet.	17,520	cubic	yards	of	sediment,	soil,	concrete	and	debris	would	
be	removed.	
	
The	purpose	of	the	project	is	to	restore	Colgan	Creek	to	a	naturally	meandering	stream,	
which	will	enhance	fish	and	wildlife	habitat	and	the	quality	of	life	for	local	citizens.	The	
project	would	remove	a	private	bridge,	expand	channel	width,	restore	a	meandering	low	
flow	channel,	install	habitat	features	such	as	log	structures	and	constructed	riffles,	stabilize	
the	banks,	and	establish	a	native	riparian	forest.	A	high	flow	culvert	would	also	be	added	to	
the	bridge	underneath	Burgess	Drive.	
	
Mitigation	is	not	proposed	for	wetland	and	riparian	impacts	because	the	project	is	
expected	to	have	only	positive	impacts	to	long	term	water	quality.	California	tiger	
salamander	credits	are	planned	to	be	purchased	per	requirements	from	the	California	
Department	of	Fish	and	Game.	The	project	will	employ	best	management	practices	to	
prevent	or	reduce	any	discharges	during	and	after	construction.	The	project	is	expected	to	
begin	June	15,	2014,	and	in‐channel	work	would	be	completed	by	October	15,	2014.	Upland	
restoration	and	planting	would	be	completed	by	December	15,	2014.		
	
The	applicant	has	applied	for	a	Clean	Water	Act	Section	404	permit	from	the	United	States	
Army	Corps	of	Engineers.	The	applicant	has	also	applied	for	a	Lake	and	Streambed	
Alteration	Agreement	from	the	California	Department	of	Fish	and	Wildlife.	The	applicant	
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and	the	applicant’s	contractor	will	prepare	an	application	and	required	documents	for	a	
Construction	General	Permit	from	the	State	Water	Resources	Control	Board.	
	
On	February	6,	2012,	the	City	of	Santa	Rosa,	acting	as	lead	California	Environmental	Quality	
Act	(CEQA)	agency,	filed	a	notice	of	determination	with	the	state	clearinghouse,	
determining	that	a	mitigated	negative	declaration	had	been	approved	for	the	project.	The	
state	clearinghouse	received	the	notice	of	determination	on	February	15,	2012.	
	
The	information	contained	in	this	public	notice	is	only	a	summary	of	the	applicant’s	
proposed	activities.	The	application	for	Water	Quality	Certification	in	the	Regional	Water	
Board’s	file	contains	additional	details	about	the	proposed	project	including	maps	and	
photos.	The	application	and	Regional	Water	Board	file	are	available	for	public	review.	
	
Regional	Water	Board	staff	are	proposing	to	regulate	this	project	pursuant	to	Section	401	
of	the	Clean	Water	Act	(33	USC	1341)	and/or	Porter	Cologne‐Water	Quality	Control	Act	
authority.	Staff	will	consider	all	comments	submitted	in	writing	and	received	at	this	office	
by	mail	during	a	21‐day	comment	period	that	begins	on	the	first	date	of	issuance	of	this	
letter	and	ends	at	5:00	p.m.	on	the	last	day	of	the	comment	period.	If	you	have	any	
questions,	please	contact	staff	member	Kaete	King	at	(707)	576‐2848	or	Stephen	Bargsten	
at	(707)	576‐2653.	
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