April 9, 2014

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)

Monte Rio Community Beach Seasonal Parking Lot
Maintenance and Public Beach Grooming Project
WDID 1B05075WNSO

Sonoma County

On March 3, 2014, the North Coast Regional water Quality Control Board (Regional Water
Board) received an application from Stephen Baxman of the Monte Rio Recreation and Parks
District (applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification
(certification) and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for activities
associated with the Monte Rio Community Beach Seasonal Parking Lot Maintenance and Public
Beach Grooming Project (project). The proposed project would cause disturbances to waters of
the United States and the State associated with the Russian River in the Guerneville hydrologic
sub-area (114.11). The project is located at 20400 Bohemian Highway, Monte Rio, California, at
latitude 38.466558°N and longitude 123.009683°W. Temporary impacts to waters of the United
States and State would be approximately 1.63 acres.

The purpose of the project is to prepare the community beach for summertime visitors and
recreational activity. The project involves the annual parking lot maintenance and installation of
beach amenities from May 1 to June 15, followed by parking lot winterization and beach
cleanup from October 1 to October 30.

Beach preparation activities include: installation of a boardwalk system from the parking lot to
the beach, installation of a mobile concession stand in the lower parking area, installation of a
shade tent over a picnic area and placement of picnic tables and trash receptacles, the filling of
an erosion hole near one bridge pier, smoothing of the parking area, and the construction or
maintenance of an earthen berm between the parking area and the beach.

Fall cleanup work includes: restoring the beach to its previous condition, removing the
boardwalk, concession stand, tent, tables and trash receptacles, and stabilizing the parking area
with biodegradable best management practices (BMPs).

Compensatory mitigation for the project is not necessary as it involves minor grading with
temporary impacts. The project is expected to begin in the 2014 summer season.
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The applicant has received authorization from the United States Army Corps of Engineers under
section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The applicant has also submitted an application to the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife for a lake and streambed alteration agreement.

The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under California
Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15061, Subdivision (b). The project meets the exemption
criteria under Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15311 [Accessory Structures].
The Regional Water Board will file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with the California Code
of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15062 after issuance of the 401 Certification Order.

The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s proposed
activities. The application for Water Quality Certification in the Regional Water Board’s file
contains additional details about the proposed project including maps and photos. The
application and Regional Water Board file are available for public review.

Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter Cologne-Water Quality Control Act authority.
Staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and received at this office by mail during a
21-day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00
p.m. on the last day of the comment period. If you have any questions, please contact staff
member Kaete King at (707) 576-2848 or Stephen Bargsten at (707) 576-2653.
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