
 
 
 

 
 
 

October 22, 2015 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
California Department of Transportation 

State Route 96 Sugar Bowl Ranch Curve Project 
41.003, -123.64891  

WDID No. 1B15133WNHU, ECM PIN CW-816418 
Caltrans EA No. 01-0A900, EFIS No. 01-1200-0001 

 
Humboldt County 

 
On September 28, 2015, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification 
(certification) for activities related to the proposed State Route 96 Sugar Bowl Ranch Curve 
Project (Project). 
 
Project Description 
The purpose of the Project is to reduce the frequency and severity of collisions by 
improving curve radii and increasing shoulder width through the Project area.  The Project 
area is on State Route 96 (SR 96) through Humboldt County between post-miles (PM) 6.2 
and 6.6.  The scope of the proposed work includes realigned curves, widened shoulders, 
three culvert replacements, and installation of a bonded wear course road surface overlay.  
Caltrans is proposing the following activities at these specific locations: 

• PM 6.2-6.6:  Reconstruct and widen the existing roadway to provide 4-foot 
shoulders, restripe roadway, install asphalt concrete dikes, shoulder backing, and 
centerline and shoulder rumble strips; 

• PM R6.3-R6.40:  Realign curves 
• PM R6.36-R6.39 and PM 6.43-6.47:  Construct overside drains and two biofiltration 

swales; 
• PM R6.29-R6.33 and R6.46-6.58:  Construct guardrail; 
• PM R6.25:  Remove existing 24-inch corrugated metal pipe and replace in-kind with 

a 24-inch culvert; 
• PM R6.31:  Replace existing 18-inch culvert with a 24-inch corrugated metal pipe 

culvert, construct new culvert inlet and outlet, construct a downdrain, and place 
rock energy dissipation (riprap) at the downdrain outlet; 

• PM R6.37:  Line the existing 48-inch culvert with a high density polyethylene 
slipliner, and replace the flared-end section of the culvert inlet with a headwall; and 
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• PM 6.46:  Replace the existing 24-inch culvert with a 36-inch corrugated metal pipe, 
construct new flared-end sections at culvert inlet and outlet, and place riprap at the 
culvert outlet. 

 
The maximum depth of Project excavation would be approximately 125 feet.  
Approximately 51,000 cubic yards of excess material would be removed and hauled to the 
Hoopa Valley Aggregates Disposal Site.  Vegetation and tree removal would be required for 
the realignment as well as to facilitate access by construction equipment and personnel.  
One-way reversing traffic control would also be required during construction.  Staging 
would be located on paved roadway, existing pullouts, and private property within the 
Project limits. 
 
Impacts 
The proposed Project would result in approximately 48 linear feet (0.009 acres) of 
permanent impacts to jurisdictional waters due to placement of riprap.  The proposed 
Project would result in approximately 50 linear feet (0.007 acres) of temporary impacts to 
jurisdictional waters due to culvert construction activities.  The proposed Project may also 
result in removal of two white alders for construction access. 
 
Project implementation would result in approximately 0.24 acres of new and 
approximately 0.76 acres of reworked impervious surface.  Storm water runoff from 
roadway impervious surfaces carries pollutants such as petroleum hydrocarbons and 
metals. 
 
Proposed Mitigation 
To compensate for 48 linear feet (0.009 acres) of permanent impacts to jurisdictional 
waters, Caltrans is proposing to remove invasive Himalayan blackberry and plant native 
swordfern (Polystichum munitum) on 0.046 acres at PM R6.37.  Caltrans is proposing to 
revegetate temporarily impacted areas. 
 
Post-Construction Storm Water Treatment 
To control roadway pollutants, post-construction, Caltrans would install two biofiltration 
swales and three biofiltration strips to treat no less than 1.14 acres of impervious area. 
 
Construction Timing 
The Project is expected to require 70 days of construction.  The Project is proposed to 
begin in the spring of 2016, and be completed in the fall of 2017. 
 
Disturbed Ground Area 
Project implementation would result in greater than one acre of disturbed soil area.  
Caltrans shall apply for coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land 
Disturbance Activities (Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ) and prepare a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan detailing best management practices (BMPs) to control pollution from the 
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Project area during construction.  All temporarily disturbed areas within the Project area 
shall be appropriately stabilized and/or replanted with appropriate native vegetation. 
 
Other Agency Permits 
Caltrans has applied for coverage under a non-reporting U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Nationwide Permit No. 14, Linear Transportation Projects, pursuant to section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Caltrans has applied for a Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement 
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 
CEQA Compliance 
On April 22, 2015, Caltrans signed a Notice of Determination approving a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2015021063) in order to 
comply with the California Environmental Quality Act. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this Project pursuant to Section 401 
of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
authority.  In addition, staff will consider all phone calls and comments submitted in 
writing and received within a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of 
issuance of this notice and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment period.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Brendan Thompson at (707) 
576-2699 or Brendan.Thompson@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this 
notice. 
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of Caltrans’s proposed 
activities.  The Regional Water Board’s Project file includes the application for certification 
and additional details of the proposed Project, including maps and design drawings.  
Project documents and any comments received are on file and may be reviewed or copied 
at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  
Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments can be made by 
calling (707) 576-2220. 
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