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November 6, 2012

Ben Zabinsky

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

5550 Skyline Blvd.   Suite  A

Santa Rosa, CA 95403-1072

Re:  NCRWQCB Draft Agricultural Lands Discharge Program Scope and Framework Comments
        Document Dated September 5, 2012 

Dear Mr. Zabinsky:

After reviewing the September 5, 2012 Draft Agricultural Lands Discharge Program Scope and Framework, I have the following comments:

Under Program Purpose it clearly states in the last sentence that “Operations that do not discharge or propose to discharge waste to waters of the state are not be required to participate in the Program.”  With the Dairy Waiver which exempts our Humboldt County dairies from this program scope, I assume the majority of the remainder agricultural operations in Humboldt County will not be participating in any water quality program except for the state Grazing Waver in the future.   
Many of our cattle ranchers also have timber operations that are monitored under the requirements of the California Forest Practice Rules.  I assume this monitoring will supersede any other requirements from the Ag Lands Discharge program.   We do not need two sets of regulations monitoring landowner management techniques.   
The third bullet point on page 4 of the September 5, 2012 draft- referring to Adequate Buffers are in place - who determines the definition of Adequate Buffers?  I suggest we keep this number vague so we have the maximum amount of flexibility for on the ground individual determination.  

On page 1 - the second to the last bullet – “Adverse impacts to the functions of riparian areas” -who defines riparian areas and what is the definition of adverse impacts?   Again, I suggest the size of a “Riparian Area” be determined by site specific individual determination. 
As we proceed forward it is a concern to the local landowners how these regulations will be interpreted and who will be doing the interpreting?    If a landowner disagrees to how the regulations are applied to their operation, what recourse do they have to prove otherwise?  This is a very cumbersome set of regulations and it is imperative that all the questions are addressed prior to adoption.  Thank you so much for your attention to these details.  
Sincerely, 
Katherine Ziemer 
Executive Director 
Humboldt County Farm Bureau
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