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Overview of Presentation 
• Goals of the Amendment 
• Background and Scope of the Amendment 
• Amendment Development to Date 
• Existing Regulatory Framework 
• Water Quality Objectives  
• Descriptive Language on Objectives 
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Goals of the Amendment 
1. Make clear and transparent the process that 

staff uses when translating narrative water 
quality objectives into numeric values 
protective of beneficial uses, particularly with 
respect to chemical constituents. 
 

2. Amend the Basin Plan's water quality 
objectives to support the protection of 
human health and aquatic ecosystems. 
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Background 

• Groundwater and Surface Water Quality 
Objective and Implementation Plans 
– Includes substantive and editorial changes  

• Triennial Review Priority 
• Began work in 2009 
• Held public scoping meetings in 2010 

– Split Amendment into Phases I & II 
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Scope of the Amendment 
Phase I - Water Quality Objectives 

• Groundwater Toxicity, Chemical Constituents, 
and Dissolved Oxygen 

• Increase the clarity and transparency on 
translation of narrative objectives 

Phase II - Groundwater Protection Strategy 
• Implementation Plan Addressing the 

Discharge of Waste to Land 
• Proactive / Basin Scale 
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Amendment Development to Date 
• CEQA Scoping Meeting (July 2010) 

• Public Workshops (November 2011) 

• Draft Amendment 1 / Staff Report (February 2012) 

– Regional Water Board Workshop (March 15, 2012) 

– Public Comments Received (late March 2012) 

• CASA v SWRCB (208 Cal. App. 4th 1438, 1466 - 2012)  

• Draft Amendment 2 / Staff Report (February 2013) 

– Stakeholder Meeting (April 2013) 

– Additional Public Comments Received (April 2013) 

– Regional Water Board Information Item (June 2013) 
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Amendment Development to Date 

• First Two Draft Amendments 
– Add a narrative objective for groundwater toxicity  
– Update Chemical Constituents with prospective 

incorporation of title 22 MCLs  
– Narrative Water Quality Objective Translation 

Policy 
• Public Comments Received  
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Amendment Development to Date 
Public Comments Received  

• Numerous issues of clarity around the regulation 
• Identification of Beneficial Uses 
• Chemical Constituents & Incorporation of MCLs 
• Narrative Translation of Objectives / Limits 
• Groundwater Toxicity 
• CEQA  
• Water Code 13241  
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Amendment Development to Date 
• Current Draft Amendments 

– Add a narrative objective for Groundwater Toxicity  
– Update Chemical Constituents with prospective 

incorporation of title 22 MCLs  
– Update Objectives for Dissolved Oxygen 
– Add language to clarify what narrative and numeric 

objectives are and how they are implemented 
• Current Staff Report  

– Water Code 13241 & CEQA 
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Existing Regulatory Framework 
• North Coast Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) 
• Antidegradation Policy (Res. No. 68-16) 

• Sources of Drinking Water Policy (Res. No. 88-63) 

• Cleanup Policy (Res. No. 92-49) 

• State Implementation Policy for NTR & CTR (SIP, 2005) 

• Recycled Water Policy (Res. No. 09-11) 

• Onsite Waste Treatment System Policy (Res. No. 12-32) 

• Low-Threat UST Case Closure Policy (Res. No. 12-16) 
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Water Quality Objectives 
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Existing Objective for 
Chemical Constituents 

 
 

 

 

Waters designated for use as domestic or municipal supply (MUN) 
shall not contain concentrations of chemical constituents in 
excess of the limits specified in California Code of Regulations, 
Title 22, Chapter 15, Division 4, Article 4, Section 64435 (Tables 2 
and 3), and Section 64444.5 (Table 5), and listed in Table 3-2 of 
this Plan. 
 
Waters designated for use as agricultural supply (AGR) shall not 
contain concentrations of chemical constituents in amounts which 
adversely affect such beneficial use. 
 
Numerical water quality objectives for individual waters 
are contained in Table 3-1. 
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Revised Chemical Constituents 
1. Update objectives for chemical constituents 

to protect all beneficial uses 

2. Eliminate Table 3-2 

3. Ensure MCLs are the most recent published 
criteria by prospective incorporation 

4. Maintain reference to table 3-1 
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New Groundwater Toxicity Objective 
“Groundwaters shall not contain toxic substances in 
concentrations that are toxic to, or that produce detrimental 
physiological responses in, humans or aquatic life or that 
adversely impact beneficial uses.  This objective applies 
regardless of whether the toxicity is caused by a single 
substance or the synergistic effect of multiple substances.”   
 
Purpose: 
To be explicit in the protection of 
human health 
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Dissolved Oxygen - Purpose 
 

 
 

 

 

• Better protect sensitive aquatic organisms from 
depressed DO 
 

• Designed to maintain natural pattern and range of DO 
variation in waterbodies unable to meet the aquatic 
life-based objectives due to natural conditions  
 

• Reduce the possibility that natural variation in DO is 
erroneously identified as 303(d) impairment listings 
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Translation of Narrative Objectives 

Goal is to improve clarity 
 
1) Translation of narrative water quality 

objectives into numeric values protective 
of the applicable beneficial use 
 

2) Implementation of water quality objectives 
in Orders or other regulatory actions   
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The Importance of Clarity 

Goal is to improve clarity 
 
1) Translation of narrative water quality 

objectives into numeric values protective 
of the applicable beneficial use 
 

2) Implementation of water quality objectives 
in Orders or other regulatory actions   
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Existing Regulatory Framework 

• North Coast Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) 
• Antidegradation Policy (Res. No. 68-16) 

• Sources of Drinking Water Policy (Res. No. 88-63) 

• Cleanup Policy (Res. No. 92-49) 

• State Implementation Policy for NTR & CTR (SIP, 2005) 

• Recycled Water Policy (Res. No. 09-11) 

• Onsite Waste Treatment System Policy (Res. No. 12-32) 

• Low-Threat UST Case Closure Policy (Res. No. 12-16) 
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Section 3 – Water Quality Objectives 
• As alternative to the translation policy 
• Describes the purpose of objectives 
• Defines narrative and numeric 
• Further describes the application of the 

existing regulatory framework (objective to 
natural background) 

• Distinguishes “standards” from “permit 
limitations” 
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Section 4 – Implementation Plans  
• Further describes our main tools to implement 

water quality objectives 
• WDRs, Waivers, NPDES, 401 Certifications… 
• Compliance with water quality objectives 
• Enforcement authorities 
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Descriptive Language Added to 
Sections 3 & 4 of Basin Plan  

Purpose: 
• As an alternative to the previously considered 

translation policy 
• To clarify the footnote in Table 3-2  that indicates 

more stringent criteria and policies may apply 
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Permit Limits & Cleanup Levels 

Assimilative Capacity 

Zero Concentration or  
Not Detectable 

Water Quality Objectives 
MCL, CTR & NTR Criteria, no toxicity (including additive), 

no adverse taste & odor, no beneficial use impacts   
  

Co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 

Natural Background Concentrations 
Antidegradation 

“Ceiling” 
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Permit Limits & Cleanup Levels 

Assimilative Capacity 

Zero Concentration or  
Not Detectable 

Water Quality Objectives 
MCL, CTR & NTR Criteria, no toxicity (including additive), 

no adverse taste & odor, no beneficial use impacts   
  

Co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 

Natural Background Concentrations 
Antidegradation 

SIP (CTR) 
 NPDES 

Wat Code 
13263 
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Permit Limits & Cleanup Levels 

Assimilative Capacity 

Zero Concentration or  
Not Detectable 

Water Quality Objectives 
MCL, CTR & NTR Criteria, no toxicity (including additive), 

no adverse taste & odor, no beneficial use impacts   
  

Co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 

Natural Background Concentrations 
Antidegradation 

Human 
Toxicity 

Attenuation 
or 

WC 13263 
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Permit Limits & Cleanup Levels 

Assimilative Capacity 

Zero Concentration or  
Not Detectable 

Water Quality Objectives 
MCL, CTR & NTR Criteria, no toxicity (including additive), 

no adverse taste & odor, no beneficial use impacts   
  

Co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 

Natural Background Concentrations 
Antidegradation 

Human 
Toxicity 
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Summary 
Goals  

• Update water quality objectives 
• Improve clarity of translation and implementation 

Actions 
• Revise chemical constituents & DO objectives 
• Add groundwater toxicity objective 
• Further describes objectives, relevant references,  

and implementation tools in the Basin Plan 
 
 
 

March 17, 2015 26 



Questions? 
 

Questions - Jeremiah Puget at 707-576-2835 
 

Written Comments 
5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A, Santa Rosa, 

California, 95448 or 
Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.gov 
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