Main Office

P.O. Box 37
Scotia, CA 95565
(707) 764-4472

Timber Operations
COMPANY, LLC P.O. Box 712
Scotia, CA 95565
(707) 764-4472

March 16, 2010

Ms. Catherine Kuhlman

Calitfornia Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Subject: Enrollment of THP 1-09-108 HUM (Unit 1a) in the Elk River WWDR, “Tier 11
Dear: Ms. Kuhlman

HRC is requesting Tier Il enrollment under Watershed-Wide Waste Discharge Requirement (WWDR)
Order No. R1-20006-0039 for unit 1a of THP 1-09-108 HUM. This Tier II portion of the unit is
comprised of 55.6 acres of group selection (27.8 clear-cut equivalent acres). Total acres currently
enrolled or proposed for enrollment under Order No. R1-2006-0039 Tier II is shown in the Attached
Pre-Harvest Planning Report. The Erosion Control Plan (ECP), Form 200 and an annual waste
discharge enrollment fee have already been submitted for this THP.

Landslide risks associated with this plan were evaluated in compliance with the Freshwater Creek and
Elk River WWDR Permit Acreage Enrollment and Compliance Monitoring Program Quality
Assurance Project Plan (Version 2.0, September 1, 2006) approved by the Executive Officer of the
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board. This approach uses commonly accepted
standards for geologic practices in forest management (Sidle et al. 1985, Soeters and Van Western
1996, and Sidle and Ochiai 2006) to assess factors known to contribute to landslides, such as steepness
of slope, slope convergence, hydrology, geologic features, and visibly unstable areas. Overlapping
and complementary scientific techniques combining state-of-the-art digital elevation model (DEM)
slope stability models, field investigation, and terrain analysis were used in this assessment.

The sub-unit proposed for enrollment includes only the ground based yarded acres of Unit 1. This is
the area extending between a prominent haul road and the ridge top dividing North and South Fork Elk
River. The slopes are moderate to steeply inclined and underlain by Wildcat Group silts and
sandstones. The slopes have been ground based even aged managed in the past. THP review found no
indications of mass wasting in response to the past harvesting. With implemented wide Riparian
Management Zones, Forest Practice and Habitat Conservation Plan mitigations regarding timing of
harvesting, and applying a distributed partial harvest of the timber, we do not anticipate a significant
increase in the potential for mass wasting as a result of the harvest. Mass wasting does occur within
the area as recently observed across the basin and to the south. The small failure occurred within a
watercourse that was mitigated within a clearcut. A significant component to that failure was the
retention of mature 2™ growth timber within a clearcut. The retained timber was highly susceptible to
wind which was further compromised by the growing of the channel trees atop legacy logging fills



within the channel. The proposed activities in this plan do not allow for group selections adjacent to
watercourses thereby significantly reducing the potential for the aforementioned failure to occur.

The THP proposes an uneven-age silviculture retaining 75 sq.ft. of basal area. Sub-merchantable trees
and those with specific wildlife value characteristics (e.g., cavities, large limbs, broken tops, snags,
etc.) will be retained within the harvest area to the extent feasible. Cable and tractor yarding are
approved for the entire unit. Post-harvest no site preparation will occur.

Greater detail regarding this landslide hazard assessment is provided in the attached 7HP Unit Review
for Tier 2 Enrollment. The licensed geologist involved with the Tier 2 landslide risk evaluation has
concluded the proposed harvest operation, if implemented as planned and approved, will result in a
negligible increase in potential for post-harvest landsliding; and thereby meets the applicable Zero

Delivery of landslide related sediment performance standards of NCRWQCB Orders R1-2006-0039
and R1-2008-0071.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or comments regarding this
application for enrollment into WWDR (Order No. R1-2006-0039).

2

Area Forester, RPF 2571
Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC

Attachments:

Professional Certification of Design
THP Unit Review for Tier I enrollment
Pre-harvest Planning Report

Maps
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Professional Certification of Design

I, Tagg Nordstrom ,  P.G. 7950 , 3/17/10 ,
Name license # Date
SO
Ly 1 ( \
P \

156G 5, NORDSTRY

© Mo. 783

TR

Place licénsed: seafhel ‘e

j@é@?ﬁe

hereby certify, in accordance with North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
(NCRWQCB) Order Nos. R1-2006-0039 and R1-2006-0041, that the attached application and
the description of THP modifications, and the materials submitted along with:

THP No. 1-09-108 HUM (South Elk Ridge) Unit# 1A

a. are in accordance with accepted practices, and recognized professional standards;

b. comply with the requirements of the Monitoring and Reporting Program No. R1-2006-0103,
approved by the Executive Officer of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control
Board; and

¢. provided that the THP is properly implemented, operated, and maintained, are adequate for
the THP to meet the applicable Zero Net Delivery performance standards of NCRWQCB
Orders R1-2006-0039, R1-2006-0041, and R1-2006-0103, insofar as such performance can
reasonably be predicted by accepted engineering geologic practices.

The opinions presented in the subject THP have been developed using that degree of care and
skill ordinarily exercised, under similar circumstances, by reputable engineering geologists
practicing in this or similar localities. No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the
professional advice included in this report.
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