From: Bruce Bowen

To: NorthCoast

Subject: 10-8-2015 2035967 BRUCE BOWEN AND JUNONA JONAS, DUNCANS MILLS
Date: Thursday, October 08, 2015 9:26:03 AM

Attachments: TMDLLetter.pdf

Please find attached our comments. Thank you.

Bruce Bowen
Freezeout Road, Duncans Mills
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October 8, 2015

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
Attn: Charles Reed

RE: Proposed Basin Plan Amendment for the Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator
Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load (“TMDL”)

Via email to: northcoast@waterboards.ca.gov

We are property owners of a house on Freezeout Road, Duncans Mills. This property is
possibly located in a high priority area for onsite water disposal systems as designated in the
proposed Basin Plan amendment.

As property owners who may be significantly and materially adversely affected by the options
proposed in the Basin Plan amendment for our current onsite wastewater disposal system, we
believe the proposed options are unnecessarily burdensome, poorly substantiated by the study
and not a cost effective solution for the reduction of bacterial load on the Russian River.

The TMDL study did not adequately identify bacterial pollution from properly functioning septic
systems versus failing or inadequately constructed septic systems. It is inappropriate to
propose measures that condemn all septic systems in a high priority area when a significant
number of systems are modern, fully functional systems. There should be an examination of
which septic systems are contributing to the bacterial pollution of the River and your efforts
should be focused on those systems.

For example, a few years ago we undertook a voluntary upgrade to our septic system. We
installed a bottomless sand filter system, described as an “experimental” system by the County,
for which we pay additional fees to Sonoma County and subject ourselves to additional
monitoring. We made a significant investment in this system, but it is unclear what additional
hardship will be imposed on us by the proposed options or whether our advanced system will be
subject to the same burdens as a neighbor’s decades old system. | should also note that it is
unclear from the documents we have read and meetings we have attended whether Freezeout
Road or Duncans Mills are a high priority area.

From what we understand, a tiered approach to septic system compliance as outlined in the
ABB885 statewide standards for septic systems is a more reasonable solution and could go far to
mitigate unnecessary financial impacts to owners of compliant septic systems

In addition, there needs to be adequate financial support in the form of grants, tax credits and
government support to individual property owners for the three options proposed. The outline of
funding sources in the document is vague and the sources mentioned - loans - are generally
only available to public entities. Without direct financial support to property owners in the lower
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river area, severe financial hardships will be imposed on many, along with difficulty in
compliance with any standards - the same problem we have today.

In summary, there appears to be a rush to adopt and implement a plan that has potentially
severe impacts on homeowners and which may not lead to the desired outcome. Please
consider removing the TMDL from the November meeting calendar and engage further with the
community and the County in developing a TMDL that we all can support.

Sincerely

Bruce R Bowen
Junona A Jonas

bruce.r.bowen@amail.com

26708 Freezeout Road, Duncans Mills CA 95430

CC: Supervisor Efren Carrillo
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