California Regional Water Quality Control Board

\‘ ., Central Valley Region

Katherine Hart, Chair
11020 Sun Center Drive, #200, Rancho Cordova, California 95670-6114

Linda S. Adams {916) 464-3291 » FAX (916) 464-4645 Edmund G. Brown Jr.
Acling Secretary for .. hitp:/fveww.waterboards.ca.govicentralvallgy Govermor ’
Environmental Protection - g E_ _ . , APPROVED
. LLUp 4 author DH
27 April 2011 | senior ___ SLF/K
| SLF
Mr. Parry Klassen Mr. Mike Johnson, Program Manager
East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition
1201 L Sireet 632 Cantrill Rd
Modesto, CA 95354 Davis, CA 95691

EAST SAN JOAQUIN WATER QUALITY COALITION ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT
REVIEW

Thank you for submittal of the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition (Coalition) Annual
Monitoring Report (AMR), which was received on 1 March 2011. Staff has completed a
review (enclosed with this letter) of the AMR for compllance with Monitoring and Reporting
Program (MRP) Order No. R5-2008-0005.

As noted in the attached memorandum and checklist, staff determined that the Coalition
continues to comply with the majority of MRP Order monitoring and reporting requirements.
However, as noied in ltem number five of the memorandum, the Coalition did not conduct
follow-up regarding three chlorpyrifos exceedances that occurred in Deadman’s Creek
during the 2010 monitoring period. On 26 April 2011, staff contacted the Coalition to
discuss this omission. The Coalition agreed to conduct additional outreach to growers in
the watershed in the form of a notification that will be mailed to each grower, including
information regarding management practices that can be implemented to reduce or prevent
discharge into waterways. The Coalition will complete this outreach during May 2011.

Staff identified some minor omissions in the AMR. Please review the attached
memorandum. The Coalition will need to submit its next AMR in accordance with the MRP
by 1 March 2012, and ensure that it complies with the requirements.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the review, or need any further .
information, please contact Dania Huggins at (916) 464-4843 or Susan Fregien
At (916) 464-4813.

Susan Fregien, Senior Environmental Scientist Joe Karkoski, Chief
Monitoring and Implementation Unit frrigated Lands Regulatory Program
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program '

Enclosure:  Staff Review of ESJWQC 2011 AMR

California Envirgnmental Protection Agency
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EAST SAN JOAQUIN WATER QUALITY COALITION ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT
REVIEW _

Thank you for submittal of the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition {Coalition) Annual
Monitoring Report (AMR), which was received on 1 March 2011. Staff has completed a
review (enclosed with this Ietter) of the AMR for compliance with Monitoring and Reporting
Program (MRP) Order No. R5-2008-0005.

" As noted in the attached memorandum and checklist, staff determined that the Coalition
continues to comply with the majority of MRP Order monitoring and reporting requirements.
However, as noted in ltem number five of the memorandum, the Coalition did not conduct
follow-up regarding three chlorpyrifos exceedances that occurred in Deadman’s Creek
during the 2010 monitoring period. On 26 April 201 1, staff contacted the Coalition to
discuss this omission. The Coalition agreed to conduct additional outreach to growers in
the watershed in the form of a notification that will be mailed to each grower, including
information regarding management practices that can be implemented to reduce or prevent
discharge into waterways. The Coalition will complete this outreach during May 2011.

Staff identified some minor omissions in the AMR. Please review the attached
memorandum. The Coalition will need to submit its next AMR in accordance with the MRP
by 1 March 2012, and ensure that it complies with the requirements.

If you have any questions or commentis regarding the review, or need any further
information, please contact Dania Huggins at (916) 464-4843 or Susan Fregien

At (916) 464-4813, Iy
" UZ?W/ i ,;/ -
Susan Fregien, Senior EnVironmental Scientist Joe Karkoski, Chief

Monitoring and Implementation Unit irrigated Lands Regulatory Program
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program .
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W //
SUBJECT: 1 MARCH 2011 ANNUAL MONITORING REPOﬁ:EA:ST“SPIN JOAQUIN
WATER QUALITY COALITION :

On 1 March 2011, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region
(Central Valley Water Board) received the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition
(Coalition) 1 March 2011 Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). The time period discussed in the
AMR covers the period January through December 2010,

In this memorandum, staff presents comments pursuant to Order No. R5-2008-0005, and the
Coallition’s August 2008 Monitoring and Reporting Program Plan (MRPP). Staff also reviewed
the Monitoring and Reporting Program Plan MRPP to determine monitoring compliance for the
reporting period. '

The review section titles below and section numbers in parenthesis are the same as the fitles
used in the AMR Checklist (see attached). Staff derived the checklist directly from the MRP
Order and it provides an itemized account of the compliance components. Staff used the
checklist to record that the content presented in the AMR met the minimum prescribed report
requirements. If the minimum requirements were not met, this memorandum praovides a
discussion. A discussion is not provided for those items that met the compliance components
because these are indicated in the attached checklist.

 Staff revisited the 14 June 2010 AMR staff comment letter to verify that the Coalition
considered the comments and recommendations in this AMR. Staff determined that the
Coalition considered those comments and incorporated them in this AMR.

AMR Component Name from Checklist

1. Description of the Coalition Group Geographical Area (5.1} ,
Different estimates of irrigated acreage are stated in the text. In Table 2, page 11, the
number of irrigated acreage is 919,846. This was obtained from the Department of
Water Resources Land Use survey and includes the entire county. In Table 3, page 15,
the number of irrigated acreage is 987,058. The Coalition explained that the estimates
of irrigated land depend on the source of the information. The Coalition needs to clarify

~ California Environmental Protection Agency
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the statement on page 11 which includes the approximate acreage and percent of
irrigated lands or revise the calculations of irrigated acres in Table 3. |

2. QA/QC Results that did not Meet Acceptance Criteria (16.1.2)
The sediment total organic carbon batch analyzed in March 2010 was run one day past
the 14 day hold time for un-frozen samples. The September 2010 sediment chemistry
analyses (total organic carbon, grain size and sediment pesticides) were also all run
outside of associated hold times due to an internal miscommunication regarding
sediment chemistry analysis. The Coalition needs to describe what corrective actions
laboratories are taking to address these errors in the future.

3. Quality Assurance Evaluation for Field Data (16.2.5)
In accordance with the quality objectives found in MRP Attachment C, page 9 and MRP
Attachment C, Appendix B, the AMR is to inciude completeness results for Field and
Transport. Reviewing the Coalition's field calibration sheets and number of samples
collected, 100% of the field testing met the completeness objective. In the next AMR,
the percentage of field testing completeness should either be tabulated or summarized
as the chemistry and toxicity Precision, Accuracy and Completeness sections.

4. Pesticide Use Data (19.2.3)
To investigate potential sources of exceedances, the Coalition evaluates Pesticide Use
Report (PUR) information. For any PUR data unavailable at the time of the AMR
submittal because the Agricuitural Commissioner has not released them, the Coalition
intends to submit an addendum on 1 June 2011 after the information becomes
available. Analytes aldrin, dieldrin, endrin, HCH, DDD, DDE, and DDT do not have PUR
data because there are no applications or registered products of these chemicals.

5. Actions to Address Water Quality Exceedances (20)
Chlorpyrifos exceedances
Nine exceedances were observed within the Coalition area. Three of these
exceedances were in sites that are currently under management plan monitoring. Two
of the remaining sites are being addressed in 2011 as high priority areas, and the site
at Howard Lateral @ Hwy 140 has had only one exceedance. The three remaining
exceedances occurred at Deadman Creek @ Gurr Rd. There was no discussion in the
AMR if this will trigger a revision on the management plan strategy in terms of
prioritization schedule or additional monitoring. The Coalition summarized the
Coalition's actions in Tabie 45 to address the exceedances. However, most of these
actions are associated with the high priority areas and not with the recent exceedance
events at Deadman Creek @ Gurr Rd.

Deadman Creek @ Gurr Rd is geing to be addressed as a high priority area in 2012,
Since the efforts for the 2011 high priority sites have already started, it will be difficult to
include this site in 2011, given the limitations in time and resources. Thus, in the future
when an event such as this occurs the Coalition will need to review the prioritization
schedule as soon as the monitoring results are available. Additionally, the Coalition will

Adminsitrative Record
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need to consider providing a more focused outreach to the growers in the area with the
recent water quality problems. This item will be address by Staff in the 3 May 2011
guarterly management plan meeting.

6. Discussion and Conclusions (22)
Representative assessment monitoring at Zone 6
In the 2010 Staff AMR review, it was recommended to the Coalition to assess the
possibility of exchanging assessment site Ash Slough @ Ave. 21 for another
representative site. This recommendation was made because the site was dry on most
events and only one of the 15 planned events samples were collected. During 2010
Ash Slough @ Ave 21 was dry on 11 of the 12 planned sample events. The Coalition
has not been able to do assessment monitoring in this Zone during 2009 and 2010,
Based on the limited data generated in the last two years monitoring, there is a concern
that the conditions in Zone 6 are not being represented.

According to the 2011 monitoring schedule the Coalition has rotated assessment
monitoring to Berenda Slough along Ave. 18 1/2. If the same conditions are
experienced at this new site, staff recommends rotating the assessment monitoring to a
different site in Zone 6 as soon as possible to represent the 335,068 irrigated acres.
Otherwise, if dry conditions are representative of the entire Zone 6, please provide the
necessary background information (e.g. rain fall records, flow data, etc.).
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