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NOTICE:


Written Comments


o
Interested persons are invited to submit written comments concerning this draft permit.


o
Comments shall be received by the Regional Board no later than:  Tuesday, June 5, 2001,5:00 p.m.

Public Hearing


o
The draft permit will be considered for adoption by the Board at a public hearing during the Board’s regular monthly meeting at: Elihu Harris State Office Building, 1515 Clay Street, Oakland, CA; 1st floor Auditorium.  


o
This meeting will be held on:

June 20, 2001, starting at 9:00 am.


Additional Information`


o
For additional information about this matter, interested persons should contact Regional Board staff member:


Ms. Judy C. Huang,  Phone: (510) 622-2363;  email: jch@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov

A.
Purpose of fact sheet addendum No. 2

The purpose of this addendum is to document

(1) the basis for deletion of the Minimum Levels for dioxins and furans compounds from the original Tentative Order distributed for comment on May 3, 2001, and

(2) the feasibility of compliance with WQBEL for dioxins and furans.

 This documentation is done by changes to the Addendum to the Fact Sheet distributed on May 29, 2001.

B.  Changes to Fact Sheet Addendum

1. Change II.D. on page 4 of the Fact Sheet Addendum as indicated:

D.
Dioxin TEQ

Based on comparison of the MEC, Minimum Level (ML) and calculated AMEL for dioxin TEQ, the Discharger can comply with the water quality based effluent limit based on compliance with commercially available analytical MLs specified in the Tentative Order.  Therefore, the compliance schedule originally proposed in the T.O. is not necessary.

The State Implementation Policy does not specify minimum levels for 2,3,7,8-TCDD or its other 16 congeners.  Instead, 2.4.3.5. of the Policy states that the Regional Board, “in consultation with the SWRCB’s Quality Assurance Program, shall establish an ML … when the discharger uses a method whose quantification practices are not consistent with the definition of an ML.  Examples of such methods are the U.S. EPA-approved method 1613 for dioxins and furans…  In such cases, the discharger, the RWQCB, and the SWRCB shall agree on a lowest quantifiable limit and that limit will substitute for the ML for reporting and compliance determination purposes.”

The MLs proposed in the May 3, 2001, Tentative Order may be inappropriate for use in compliance determination at this time.  They were based on consultation with Bill Ray of SWRCB’s Quality Assurance Program for just 2,3,7,8-TCDD and not the other congeners.  Also, it was based on information from just one of the few commercial laboratories that conduct this highly specialized analysis.  Regional Board staff will continue to work and consult with SWRCB staff and the discharger to determine appropriate MLs for all of these compounds pursuant to the SIP.  Part of this work will be a region wide study as part of the Regional Monitoring Program, on the feasibility of lowering the analytical detection limits for these compounds.

The available discharge data show detects for a number of congeners.  These data are qualified by the analytical laboratory as “less than the Lower Method Calibration Limit (LMCL) and should be considered as estimated values.”

Without established MLs, it is not possible to determine whether EBMUD can comply with the water quality based effluent limit (WQBEL) calculated pursuant to the SIP.  Since the detected estimated values suggest that there is the presence of dioxins and furans in the discharge at above the WQBEL, a compliance schedule is appropriate at this time.

Basin Plan conditions (a) and (b), described above, are satisfied by EBMUD’s efforts to diligently quantify pollutant loading and sources and to document source control efforts underway or completed. Dioxins are waste by-products of combustion, chemical manufacturing, and chlorine bleaching.  Combustion sources can result in contributions of dioxin to wastewater plants through migration of dioxin-containing particulate into sanitary sewer systems via infiltration or inflow of storm water runoff or groundwater.  These compounds are adsorbed to particulates in the wastewater so control of solids in the discharge will also control these compounds.  EBMUD generally operates a well maintained secondary treatment plant that has met all of its technology based solids limits over the past 5 years with only a few exceptions during extreme wet weather events. 

Basin Plan conditions (c) and (d), described above, are satisfied by EBMUD’s agreement to participate in a special study, through the RMP, to investigate the feasibility and reliability of different methods of increasing sample volumes to lower the detection limits for dioxin and furan compounds.  Part of this effort involves developing the preferred method for U.S. EPA approval.  This work, along with EBMUD’s commitment through the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies, will contribute to the development of a TMDL for dioxins.  The final WQBEL for dioxins may be revised based on this TMDL/WLA.  The proposed schedule allows time to implement and evaluate effectiveness of additional source control measures as well as for completing TMDL/WLA.   Considering the unpredictable and often times contentious nature of setting new standards, the compliance schedule is as short as possible.

2. Change Table 1 on page 5 of the Fact Sheet Addendum for TCDD Equivalents as indicated:

Table 1: FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS TO COMPLY WITH WQBELs

	CONSTITUENT
	AMEL 
	ML 
	MEC 
	IS MEC > AMEL AND ML
	FEASIBILITY TO COMPLY (Y/N)

	Copper
	23 g/L
	0.5 g/L
	48 g/L
	Y
	N

	Mercury
	0.02 g/L
	0.002 g/L
	0.43 g/L
	Y
	N

	Cyanide
	1 g/L
	5 g/L
	46 g/L
	Y
	N

	Bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate
	5.9 g/L
	5,000 g/L
	83 g/L
	N
	Y

	Dieldrin
	0.14 ng/L
	1,000 ng/L
	< 1.3 ng/L
	N
	Y

	4,4-DDE
	0.59 ng/L
	5,000 ng/L
	< 1.1 ng/L
	N
	Y

	Dioxin TEQ
	0.014 pg/L
	Not Available
	< 6.37 pg/L
	Possible
	N (unable to determine)
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