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MEETING DATE:  October 16, 2002

ITEM:
5G
SUBJECT:
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PORT OF SAN FRANCISCO AND SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT FOR ISLAIS CREEK – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
None.

DISCUSSION:
The Bay Protection and Toxic Cleanup Program (BPTCP) identified several estuarine locations as “toxic hotspots,” characterized by elevated levels of pollutants in sediment, sediment toxicity to test organisms, and degraded bottom-dwelling biological communities.  The BPTCP screened 127 sites throughout the bay, and concluded in 1999.  The Regional Board has subsequently issued several orders for cleanup and abatement of pollution in toxic hotspots, at sites where responsible parties were readily identifiable.  At this time, cleanup action has not been initiated at all toxic hotspot sites, especially those where there is more than one potential source of contamination.  Islais Creek, a dead-end slough in eastern San Francisco County south of the Mission Bay development, is one of the most contaminated sites in the BPTCP, proximate to neighborhoods and businesses, and no cleanup action has yet been initiated.  There is substantial interest among the local community and local agencies to improve the water quality and beneficial uses of Islais Creek.


The Port of San Francisco and the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission both have interests in Islais Creek, and have cooperatively approached the Regional Board staff with a proposal to conduct a feasibility study, and any recommended cleanup activities, for cleanup and abatement of pollution in the tidal Islais Creek.  The Port is actively pursuing industrial stormwater management alternatives in the immediate watershed, and the Commission has recently implemented significant improvements to the combined sewer overflow system of the Southeast Water Pollution Control Plant, which historically contributed pollutants to the area.  Together they are interested in improving the water quality of the Islais Creek inlet and benefiting the local community, with assistance from the state’s cleanup and abatement account.  Staff believes that this effort should receive assistance for several reasons, including the environmental justice benefits and the lack of a clearly culpable entity that would enable a more traditional regulatory response.

RECOMMEN-
Adopt the Tentative Resolution.

DATION:


Appendix A:  
Tentative Resolution

