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SUBJECT:
City of Pacifica, Calera Wastewater Treatment Plant, Pacifica, San Mateo County – Hearing to Consider Imposition of Administrative Civil Liability for Discharge of Untreated Wastewater to Waters of the State and Lack of Laboratory Certification

CHRONOLOGY:
September 2001 - ACL of $76,889 and MMP of $132,000 issued for effluent limit violations 

DISCUSSION:
The Calera Creek Water Recycling Plant, owned and operated by the City of Pacifica (the Discharger) began operation on September 10, 2000 and provides tertiary treatment of domestic wastewater from the City of Pacifica.  On December 2 and 3, 2001, over one million gallons of untreated sanitary sewage was discharged from Linda Mar pump station into Linda Mar Beach at the Pacific Ocean.  In addition, during a compliance inspection conducted on February 26, 2002, it was discovered that the Plant’s laboratory was not certified by the Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program .  Thus, the Discharger has violated its NPDES permit.

The Discharger does not contest the ACL complaint and has proposed a supplemental environmental project.  The SEP includes the purchase of private properties near the mouth of San Pedro Creek to accommodate the wetlands and cobble back beach/sand dune restoration.   


The attached Complaint imposes civil liability in the amount of $125,033 of which, $10,000 is for recovery of staff costs.  The Discharger is allowed to implement the proposed SEP in lieu of $115,033 of the penalty. 


.  

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

No action required

File No.:

2179.7022 (KM)

Appendices:

A. Complaint No. R2-2002-0129

B. Signed waiver

C. Proposed SEP

