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SUBJECT:
CONTRA COSTA CLEAN WATER PROGRAM STORMWATER PROGRAM, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY -- Reissuance of NPDES Permit for Discharge of Urban Stormwater

CHRONOLOGY:
September 15, 1993--NPDES Permit adopted.

DISCUSSION:
The Contra Costa Clean Water Program has submitted an NPDES permit application for stormwater discharges within its boundaries.  The Tentative Order (Appendix A) would reissue the NPDES permit to the Program and require the implementation of a Stormwater Management Plan including performance standards (Plan) and the implementation of controls to reduce pollutants in stormwater discharges.  This Order has been updated to include receiving water limitations consistent with those recently adopted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The attached Fact Sheet (Appendix B) provides general rationale for the development and implementation of the Plan and specific rationale for permit conditions.

The Plan consists of a series of activities designed to identify and implement control measures to reduce pollutants in runoff to the maximum extent practicable and to demonstrate compliance with water quality objectives in receiving waters.  These activities include:  program management, public education and industrial outreach; municipal maintenance activities; an illicit discharge identification and elimination program; inspection activities; pollutant controls on new development and construction sites; monitoring and special studies; watershed activities; and annual reporting and evaluation.

Because we have made the finding that municipal stormwater discharges may be causing or contributing to water body impairment, the Dischargers shall be required to report on estimated contributions of the listed pollutants and effectiveness of current and proposed control measures.  This report(s) shall provide a strong technical basis for further evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the Program including implementation of additional control measures that may be needed to control pollution from stormwater discharges.

Comments from the BayKeeper (Appendix C) were received and discussed in a meeting held in our offices on June 23, 1999.  As a result, the following were added:  Finding No.12 pertaining to reasonable potential analysis, Finding No. 13 pertaining to numeric vs. narrative limits, and Provision C which directs the Program to submit technical report(s) acceptable to the Executive Officer on exceedances of water quality standards for the pollutants listed in Finding No. 12.  

The BayKeeper submitted more comments on July 9, 1999. 

Comments were also received from Ms. Nora Chorover of Just Economics for Environmental Health (“JEEH”)(Appendix D) pertaining to “ongoing mercury standards violations in the Bay”. Staff’s response to these comments are in Appendix E.
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