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MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2003

ITEM:


5. B

SUBJECT:
Memorandum of Understanding between the Santa Clara Valley Water District and the Regional Board Regarding Development of a Mercury TMDL for the Guadalupe River Watershed

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item.

DISCUSSION:
The proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Appendix A) between the Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) and the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Regional Board) is a non-binding agreement which describes a plan for cooperatively developing a Total Daily Maximum Load (TMDL) for mercury in the Guadalupe River Watershed.  The MOU identifies specific tasks the District will be funding in order to improve the scientific basis of the TMDL and involve stakeholders.

The New Almaden Mining District, located in Southern Santa Clara County, is the largest-producing mercury mine in North America.  From the late 1800’s to 1975, mercury from this region was used to process gold during the gold rush and in numerous industrial and military applications. Unfortunately, what remains is a toxic legacy.  The Guadalupe River and its tributaries are on the 303(d) impaired water body list, and a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) project for mercury is required for the entire Guadalupe River Watershed.

The work the District will be funding under this MOU will improve the technical basis for the TMDL, and thereby assist the Regional Board in making scientifically sound decisions when developing load allocations and an implementation plan.  In support of this MOU, the District will be contributing $900,000 in technical consultant fees plus District staff time to complete critical TMDL tasks related to identifying mercury sources and loads, and develop a conceptual model of how mercury is cycling through the watershed.  This work is to be completed by October 31, 2004.
The MOU formally establishes a mutual commitment by both parties to work with Stakeholders.  The Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative (WMI) created the Guadalupe Mercury TMDL Work Group to provide technical review of work products and a Stakeholder Group to serve as the primary vehicle for public and stakeholder participation.  The District and Regional Board are co-chairing these groups and seeking input from participants on a regular basis.  

We conclude that the proposed work set forth in the MOU will have substantial benefits for protecting and restoring beneficial uses in the Guadalupe River Watershed, and establish a precedent for watershed stewards in California to take the lead on critical TMDL tasks.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
Unless otherwise directed by the Regional Board, the Executive Officer 
will execute the MOU.

Appendices:
A.  Memorandum of Understanding
APPENDIX A 

