
Board Meeting Procedures 
 
Meetings of the Water Board normally are held on the second Wednesday of each month in the 
Elihu M. Harris State Office Building, First Floor Auditorium, 1515 Clay Street, Oakland. They are 
scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The purpose of the meetings is to provide the Board with an opportunity to receive testimony and 
information from concerned and affected parties and to make decisions after considering the 
evidence presented. A public forum is held at the beginning of each general meeting where persons 
may speak on matters within the Board’s jurisdiction that are not specific agenda items. The Board 
welcomes information on pertinent problems, but comments at the meeting should be brief and 
directed to specifics of the case to enable the Board to take appropriate action. Written testimony 
must be received prior to the Board meeting by the date indicated by staff. Verbal comments made 
at the Board meeting should only summarize the written material.   
 
Audio recordings are made of each Board meeting and the recordings are retained in the  
Board’s office for two years. Anyone desiring copies of the recordings should contact the  
Executive Assistant at (510) 622-2399. A copy of the written transcript may be obtained by  
calling California Reporting, LLC at (415) 457-4417.  
 
Agenda Annotations – *Uncontested item, expected to be routine and non-controversial.         
Recommended action will be taken at the beginning of the meeting without discussion. Any 
interested party, Board member or the Executive Officer may request that an item be removed from 
the Uncontested Items Calendar, and it will be taken up in the order indicated by the agenda. 

Availability of Agenda Items - Staff reports and tentative orders or resolutions are available one 
week before the meeting at www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay. Copies of agenda items 
may be obtained at the Board's office after 9 a.m. on the Thursday preceding the Board meeting 
from the staff member indicated on the agenda.    

Conduct of Board Meetings - Items may not be considered in numerical order. Board meetings 
are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who require special accommodations should 
contact the Executive Assistant at least 5 working days before the meeting. TTY users may contact 
the California Relay Service at 1-800-735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.   

Anyone intending to make a presentation using slides, overheads, computer graphics, or other 
media must coordinate with the staff member for the agenda item in advance of the meeting. 
Presentation materials must be consistent with and not extend beyond the scope of oral testimony. 
Power point slides will not be made part of the record unless the Board views them during its 
meeting. All those addressing the Board should identify themselves for the record.  

At any time during the regular session, the Board may adjourn to a closed session to consider 
litigation, personnel matters, or to deliberate on a decision to be reached based on evidence 
introduced in a hearing. [Government Code section 11126(a), (d) and (q)] 

Administrative Civil Liabilities and Mandatory Minimum Penalties - A discharger may    
waive the right to a hearing on an agenda item for an ACL or MMP. If there is a waiver, no 
hearing will be held unless new, substantial information is made available that was not 
considered during the public comment period.    

Petition of Water Board Actions - Any person adversely affected by a Water Board action may 
petition the State Water Resources Control Board for review of that action. Pursuant to section 
2050© of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations, such a petition shall be limited to 
substantive issues or objections that were raised before the Water Board at the Board meeting or in 
timely submitted written correspondence delivered to the Water Board. A petition must be received 
by the State Board within 30 days of the Water Board meeting at which action was taken. Copies of 
the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions for review will be provided upon request.  See 
Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations, sections 2050 – 2068. 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay


Contributions to Board Members - All persons who actively support or oppose the adoption of 
waste discharge requirements or an NPDES permit before the Water Board must submit a 
statement to the Board disclosing any contribution of $250 or more to be used in a State, federal, or 
local election, made by the action supporter or opponent or his or her agent, to any Board member 
within the past 12 months.  

All permit applicants and all persons who actively support or oppose adoption of waste discharge 
requirements or an NPDES permit pending before the Water Board are prohibited from making a 
contribution of $250 or more to any Board member for 3 months following a Board decision on a 
permit application. 

Water Quality Certification – Information regarding pending Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification applications is available at 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/public_notices/#section401.  
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