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TodayToday’’s Presentations Presentation

BackgroundBackground

Elements of Conditional Elements of Conditional 
Grazing WaiverGrazing Waiver

California Environmental California Environmental 
Quality ACT (CEQA)Quality ACT (CEQA)

Next StepsNext Steps
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Monitor Monitor 
and Assessand Assess

List Impaired List Impaired 
WatersWaters

DevelopDevelop
TMDLsTMDLs

TMDLs and 303(d) Listing ProcessTMDLs and 303(d) Listing Process

TMDL TMDL 
ImplementationImplementation

303(d)303(d)

Water Quality Water Quality 
StandardsStandards

Beneficial UsesBeneficial Uses

ObjectivesObjectives

AntiAnti--degradationdegradation

Total Maximum Total Maximum 
Daily Load Daily Load ––

Assessment of the Assessment of the 
problems, sources, problems, sources, 
and remedies to and remedies to 
restore and protect restore and protect 
water quality in water quality in 
individual water individual water 
bodiesbodies

Allocates Allocates 
pollutant loads pollutant loads 
to sourcesto sources
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Napa River and Sonoma Creek TMDL Napa River and Sonoma Creek TMDL 
StatusStatus

Waterway Waterway Pollutant /Pollutant /
Stressor Stressor 

Associated Action / StatusAssociated Action / Status

Napa RiverNapa River NutrientsNutrients
PathogensPathogens
SedimentSediment

Under evaluation Under evaluation 
TMDL complete  (2008)TMDL complete  (2008)
TMDL complete (2011)TMDL complete (2011)

Sonoma CreekSonoma Creek NutrientsNutrients
PathogensPathogens
Sediment Sediment 

Under evaluation Under evaluation 
TMDL complete  (2008) TMDL complete  (2008) 
TMDL complete  (2010)TMDL complete  (2010)
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Why me?Why me?

Sources of sediment include Sources of sediment include ––
•• Vineyards Vineyards –– Vineyard operators Vineyard operators 
•• Grazing Grazing –– Ranchers (landowners and lessees)Ranchers (landowners and lessees)
•• Rural lands (roads) Rural lands (roads) –– Rural landownersRural landowners
•• Parks and Open Space/ Municipal Public Works Parks and Open Space/ Municipal Public Works –– County stormwater County stormwater 

agencies, CA Dept. of Parks and Rec., Caltrans, County agencies, CA Dept. of Parks and Rec., Caltrans, County 
transportation and public workstransportation and public works

•• Urban landsUrban lands
•• Construction stormwater runoffConstruction stormwater runoff
•• Industrial stormwater runoffIndustrial stormwater runoff
•• Municipal stormwater runoffMunicipal stormwater runoff
•• State highway stormwater runoffState highway stormwater runoff

Sources of pathogens include Sources of pathogens include ––
•• OnOn--site sewage disposal systems site sewage disposal systems –– Napa and Sonoma CountyNapa and Sonoma County
•• Grazing lands Grazing lands –– Ranchers (landowners and lessees)Ranchers (landowners and lessees)
•• Confined animal facilities Confined animal facilities –– Operators of confined animal facilities Operators of confined animal facilities 
•• Municipal stormwater runoff Municipal stormwater runoff –– County stormwater agencies County stormwater agencies 
•• Municipal waste water treatment discharges  Municipal waste water treatment discharges  -- County sanitation districts County sanitation districts 
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How is a TMDL Implemented?How is a TMDL Implemented?

Enforcement 

Site 

Cleanup
Nonpoint

Source

NPDES 
Stormwater

NPDES 
Wastewater

TMDL

Total Maximum Daily Load Total Maximum Daily Load 
–– Assessment of the Assessment of the 
problems, sources, and problems, sources, and 
remedies to restore and remedies to restore and 
protect water quality in protect water quality in 
individual water bodies individual water bodies 

Allocates loads to Allocates loads to 
sourcessources

Implemented across Implemented across 
Board programs through Board programs through 
permitspermits
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NonNon--Point Source (NPS) PollutionPoint Source (NPS) Pollution

Pollution discharged over a large land Pollution discharged over a large land 
area area –– not one specific locationnot one specific location

May include:May include:
–– SedimentSediment
–– PathogensPathogens
–– Nutrients, or Nutrients, or 
–– other organic or toxic substancesother organic or toxic substances
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Why a Permit?Why a Permit?
Policy for the Implementation and Enforcement of the Policy for the Implementation and Enforcement of the 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 

–– Explains how NPS program will be implemented and enforced Explains how NPS program will be implemented and enforced –– 
meet California Water Codemeet California Water Code

–– Any person discharging or proposing to discharge waste that Any person discharging or proposing to discharge waste that 
could affect water quality must file a report of waste dischargecould affect water quality must file a report of waste discharge 
(RoWD) with the Water Board(RoWD) with the Water Board

–– Water Board evaluates RoWD information and determines Water Board evaluates RoWD information and determines 
appropriate action to take:appropriate action to take:

Waste Discharge Requirements Waste Discharge Requirements 
General Waste Discharge RequirementsGeneral Waste Discharge Requirements
Waivers of Waste Discharge RequirementsWaivers of Waste Discharge Requirements
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BackgroundBackground

Napa Napa 
River/Sonoma River/Sonoma 
Creek TMDLsCreek TMDLs

Tomales Bay Tomales Bay 
Grazing Waiver Grazing Waiver 
(2008)(2008)
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Grazing OperationsGrazing Operations

Definition:Definition:
–– Animals are fed or kept at least 45 days in any Animals are fed or kept at least 45 days in any 

12 month period12 month period

–– Vegetation for forage is sustained during the Vegetation for forage is sustained during the 
normal growing seasonnormal growing season

EligibilityEligibility::
–– Large operations (100 Acres +) or threat to Large operations (100 Acres +) or threat to 

water qualitywater quality
–– No dairiesNo dairies
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Elements of the Elements of the 
Conditional Grazing WaiverConditional Grazing Waiver

Waiver Conditions

Notice of Intent/Notice of 
Termination

Ranch Plan 

Compliance Monitoring & Reporting
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Waiver ConditionsWaiver Conditions

Minimize water pollution from Minimize water pollution from 
sediment, sediment, 
pathogens, pathogens, 
and nutrientsand nutrients
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Waiver ConditionsWaiver Conditions

–– Manage manure to avoid runoff to Manage manure to avoid runoff to 
waterbodieswaterbodies

–– Manage animal use areasManage animal use areas

–– Manage ranch roads to minimize erosionManage ranch roads to minimize erosion

–– Manage grazing to minimize additional Manage grazing to minimize additional 
erosion from gullieserosion from gullies

–– Design and manage animal crossings to Design and manage animal crossings to 
reduce polluted runoffreduce polluted runoff
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FormsForms

Notice of IntentNotice of Intent
–– 22--page formpage form
–– Certifies intent to Certifies intent to 

comply with waiver comply with waiver 
conditionsconditions

Notice of TerminationNotice of Termination
–– Operations have ceasedOperations have ceased
–– New ownersNew owners
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Ranch PlanRanch Plan

ContentsContents
–– No public accessNo public access
–– Self directedSelf directed

–– Map and inventory ofMap and inventory of
physical featuresphysical features

–– Inventory of animalsInventory of animals
on the property on the property 
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Ranch PlanRanch Plan

ContentsContents
–– Detailed description of existing bestDetailed description of existing best

management practicesmanagement practices

–– Detailed descriptionDetailed description
of future projects toof future projects to
reduce pollutedreduce polluted
runoffrunoff

–– Schedule forSchedule for
completioncompletion
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Compliance Monitoring & ReportingCompliance Monitoring & Reporting

No Water SamplingNo Water Sampling

Visual InspectionsVisual Inspections

–– 2X during dry season2X during dry season

–– Monthly during wet season orMonthly during wet season or

–– Before and after anticipated storm eventBefore and after anticipated storm event

–– Verify that BMPs are in placeVerify that BMPs are in place
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Compliance Monitoring & ReportingCompliance Monitoring & Reporting

Annual ReportAnnual Report
–– Dates of visualDates of visual

inspectionsinspections

–– Description of anyDescription of any
current or potential current or potential 
WQ problemsWQ problems

–– Schedule forSchedule for
improvementsimprovements

–– SignatureSignature
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DocumentationDocumentation

Submitted to Water Board:Submitted to Water Board:
–– Notice of IntentNotice of Intent
–– Annual ReportAnnual Report
–– Notice of TerminationNotice of Termination

Remains on site:Remains on site:
–– Ranch PlanRanch Plan
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Grazing Waiver Process/Next StepsGrazing Waiver Process/Next Steps

1.1. Draft Conditional Waiver and supporting Draft Conditional Waiver and supporting 
documents documents –– available for review: available for review: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_i 
ssues/programs/TMDLs/grazing/index.shtml

2.2. Public review and written comments Public review and written comments –– 3030--day day 
review period ends July 26, 2011review period ends July 26, 2011

3.3. Water Board hearing for waiver approval Water Board hearing for waiver approval –– 
September 14, 2011September 14, 2011

4.4. Submit NOI Submit NOI –– November 2011November 2011

5.5. Complete Ranch Plan Complete Ranch Plan –– November 2012November 2012

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/grazing/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/grazing/index.shtml
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For more informationFor more information……

Napa River Sediment TMDL 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/progrhttp://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/naparivams/TMDLs/napariv
ersedimenttmdl.shtmlersedimenttmdl.shtml

Napa River Pathogen TMDL
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/progrhttp://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/naparivams/TMDLs/napariv
erpathogentmdl.shtmlerpathogentmdl.shtml

Sonoma Creek Sediment TMDL
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/progrhttp://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLsams/TMDLs
//sonomacrksedimenttmdl.shtmlsonomacrksedimenttmdl.shtml

Sonoma Creek Pathogen TMDL
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/progrhttp://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLsams/TMDLs/sonoma/sonoma 
crkpathogenstmdl.shtmlcrkpathogenstmdl.shtml

Tomales Bay Grazing Waiver
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/20http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R208/R2--20082008-- 
0054.pdf0054.pdf

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariversedimenttmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariversedimenttmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariversedimenttmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariverpathogentmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariverpathogentmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs/napariverpathogentmdl.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/TMDLs
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2008/R2-2008-0054.pdf
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Napa River and Sonoma Creek Napa River and Sonoma Creek 
Conditional Grazing WaiverConditional Grazing Waiver 

Initial Study/Negative DeclarationInitial Study/Negative Declaration
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Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process

A Waiver of Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDR) that applies to 
new facilities is a “Project” under the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)

S.F. Regional Water Quality Control 
Board is Lead Agency
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CEQA Requires Identification of:CEQA Requires Identification of:

Potential adverse environmental Potential adverse environmental 
impacts of the projectimpacts of the project

Mitigation Measures to reduce the Mitigation Measures to reduce the 
severity of potential impacts severity of potential impacts 

Full public disclosure of documents Full public disclosure of documents 
and decisionand decision--making process making process 
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Environmental issues considered in Environmental issues considered in 
the Checklistthe Checklist

–– AestheticsAesthetics
–– Agricultural Agricultural 

resourcesresources
–– Air qualityAir quality
–– Biological resourcesBiological resources
–– Cultural resourcesCultural resources
–– Geology/soilsGeology/soils
–– Greenhouse gas Greenhouse gas 

emissionsemissions
–– Hazards & hazardous Hazards & hazardous 

materialsmaterials
–– Water quality and Water quality and 

hydrologyhydrology

–– Land use/planning Land use/planning 
–– Mineral resourcesMineral resources
–– NoiseNoise
–– Population/housingPopulation/housing
–– Public servicesPublic services
–– RecreationRecreation
–– Transportation/trafficTransportation/traffic
–– Utilities/service Utilities/service 

delivery systemsdelivery systems
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Environmental issuesEnvironmental issues

Air QualityAir Quality
–– Dust  due to grading and earth moving Dust  due to grading and earth moving 

activitiesactivities

Biological ResourcesBiological Resources
–– Potential impacts while doing work in Potential impacts while doing work in 

creekscreeks
–– Movement of wildlifeMovement of wildlife
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Environmental issuesEnvironmental issues

Greenhouse Gas EmissionsGreenhouse Gas Emissions
–– Emissions from heavy construction equipmentEmissions from heavy construction equipment

Geology/SoilsGeology/Soils
–– Potential erosion during gradingPotential erosion during grading

Hydrology/Water QualityHydrology/Water Quality
–– Potential impacts while doing work in creeksPotential impacts while doing work in creeks
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Questions ?Questions ?
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