
Daily Log for Greg Gearheart 
January 20, 2010 
 
[Note: these times are approximate.] 
 
0745 – Chris Haynes, Mark Bradley and I left Sacramento and drove to San Leandro, 
CA. 
 
1020 – Chris, Mark and I inspected the slough, bay and outfall areas between 1645 
Neptune Dr. and the outfall at the end of Williams St.  We observed large amounts of 
plastic debris, including preproduction plastic pellets (PPP) that appeared to be low 
density polyethylene (LDPE), high density polyethylene (HDPE) and expanded 
polypropylene.  The lighter PPP was prevalent in the upper reaches of the slough and the 
denser material was concentrated and buried in the mud near the large concrete Williams 
St. outfall. 
 
1100 – Mark and I conducted an unannounced inspection of Metro Poly (Uni Poly) 
facility on Williams St.  Upon arrival we asked to speak with a manager, who led us 
around the facility until Tommy Law and Peter Kung arrived.  I observed at least one 
employee sweeping material from the parking lot.  The rail car storage area was very 
clean.  Pans were placed under the valves on the hopper cars.  A fabric material was 
placed under the storm drain grate in the area of the facility used to previously dump 
plastic resin pieces torched off the recycled material extrusion equipment.  The filter 
material appeared to be wool felt.  The loading dock area still had loose pellets around 
but in general the whole facility was very clean compared to the visit a week earlier.  Mr. 
Law and Mr Kung were very interested in learning more about what were their 
responsibilities and solutions.  I advised them the Regional Water Board would be 
contacting them soon. 
 
1200 – Mark, Chris and I conducted an unannounced inspection of Metro Poly facility on 
Aurora Dr. Mr. Law and Mr. Kung joined us on this and described their cleanup activities 
at the rail car area.  They advised us that they had directed employees to dig by hand the 
top 6 inches of PPP material present in the ballast rock surrounding the hopper cars.  We 
also walked the perimeter of the facility on the rail side and explored possible hydrologic 
connections between the PPP in the ballast rock and the municipal separate storm sewer 
systems (MS4) in place surrounding the facility.  It was not obvious to us at the time how 
the PPP in the ballast rock behind the Metro Poly facility on Aurora was able to transport 
to the outfalls and San Francisco Bay.  More hydrologic investigations should be 
completed.  I advised Mr. Law that it was my opinion that the Aurora Dr. facility and it’s 
current operations and activities (including exposure of PPP at the rail siding) would 
require coverage under State Water Board Order No. 97-03-DWQ, the Industrial Storm 
Water General NPDES Permit (IGP).  But I also told Mr. Law that this official 
determination would be forthcoming from the Regional Water Board. 
 
1233 – Mark, Chris and I conducted an unannounced inspection of the Kaneka Facility 
located on Pulverosa Dr.  There were no facility representatives present.  We took 



photographs of the expanded polypropylene pellets in the storm drain inlet in the middle 
of the parking lot and other areas on the property.  Mr. Terry A. Thompson from Foamex, 
a neighboring facility, come over and spoke with us regarding historic information 
regarding the Kaneka operations at the property.  He asked us if we could provide his 
company with some sort of letter giving them regulatory relief from the Kanaka materials 
still present on the property.  His subsequent email requesting this regulatory relief was 
forwarded to both Laura Drabandt in the State Water Board Office of Enforcement and 
the Regional Water Board. 
 
1340 - Departed San Leandro and drove to Sacramento. 
 
1530 - Arrived back in Sacramento. 
 
 
 


