
 
Field Log for Chris Haynes 
August 11, 2010 
San Leandro site visit at Former site of Kaneka and quick inspection of Metro 
Poly. 
 
I arrived in San Leandro at 6:55 AM after driving form Sacramento.  I met Troy 
with Otis Institute on site at Kaneka (now Foamex).  Also in atten: were Terry 
Thompson with Foamex, Robert Hines Attn for Foamex, and Karl Morthole Attn 
for Kaneka.  Later in the day Matthew Graul of East Bay Regional Parks toured 
the site and Oyster Bay wetland area.  I was on site to observe the clean up of 
the site with hand and vacuum removal of remaining plastic resin materials left 
from the former Kaneka operation.  The clean up activities were being supervised 
by Troy.  The removal/cleanup activities were being done very carefully and 
thoroughly, removing nearly all the pellets on the property and railroad siding.  
One noted exception was the neighboring FedEx site.  FedEx had not given 
approval for access in spite of repeated attempts by Troy and others.  So some 
pellets will remain on the FedEx site.   
 

 
 



Clean up was limited to the industrial site and surrounding upland areas.  We are 
awaiting the submittal of a plan for cleanup activities in the wetland.  See Photo 
 

 
 
While I did not stay to see all site cleanup activities completed (I left about 3 PM)  
I am confident the site is as clean as possible without excavating all the railroad 
ballast.  See Photo above 
 
While on site in San Leandro I went next door to Metro Poly to observe the work 
that they have completed to clean up the site and improve BMP’s to prevent 
pellet release.  See Photo.  The Metro Poly site is very clean now with very well 
controlled pellet unloading from the rail cars.  No pellets were seen on the ground 
outside the facility.  The facility is awaiting delivery of equipment that will seal the 
rail car unloading system which will make it easier to control the release of plastic 
pellets but even with the old system in place they are doing a very good job and 
have eliminated the release of pellets to the environment from their on going 
operations.   
  



 
 
 
Amended 8/23/2010 by CAH 
 
I again stopped by the Foamex site on August 20, 2010 to see the completed site 
clean up work.  As expected the site was very clean.  Only a few pellets could be 
seen with more than 90% (visual estimate) of the material cleaned up.  Kaneka 
had also place a small amount of new railroad ballast and some landscaping 
bark in areas where the pellet clean up was not 100%.  This is to try and limit the 
long term release of this material.  I think this is a very successful clean up effort.   
  
 
 


