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City of Pleasant Hill

July 7, 2015

Bruce Wolfe, Executive Officer

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region

1515 Clay Street

QOakland, CA 94612

Via email to: mrp.reissuance @waterboards.ca.gov

Subject: Opposition to the Tentative Order Reissuing the Municipal Regional
Stormwater Permit (MRP 2.0)

Dear Mr. Wolfe and Members of the Board:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Tentative Order Reissuing the Municipal
Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP 2.0.) For the past two years, representatives from Contra
Costa municipalities, along with a consortium of Bay Area agencies and BASMAA, have been
engaged in an ongoing dialogue with your staff to ensure that the requirements contained in
MRP 2.0 provide for a clear path to compliance.

This process generated many new ideas and approaches that build upon experience gained and
identify how to expand upon and enhance our stormwater pollution prevention efforts. It also
advocated consolidating or eliminating “less beneficial tasks” in the permit, extending
implementation dates, reducing reporting, and adjusting ongoing tasks to reduce effort while
maintaining effectiveness in protecting water quality.

This approach acknowledges the reality that new or additional funding sources required to
implement the new and expanded requirements contained in MRP 2.0 have yet to be identified. It
advocates allocating limited resources in ways that would focus upon, and maximize, the
effectiveness of major new and expanded mandates.

Despite the extensive effort, few of these ideas were carried forward into MRP 2.0. Therefore, I
am writing in opposition to MRP 2.0 as it is currently drafted. I ask that your Board consider the
following comments.

New substantial and expanded mandates should be offset by eliminating less beneficial tasks.
This approach provides permittees the flexibility to utilize existing, limited, funds in an efficient
manner. In order to achieve this, I am requesting that the Board consider the following list of
specific revisions, which directly affect the City of Pleasant Hill:

e Provision C.3.b.i. Eliminates grandfathering of Regulated Projects with vested tentative
maps approved prior to the advent of Provision C.3.
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This should be revised to allow flexibility to require developers implement these
requirements only to the extent not in conflict with state law and existing development
agreements.

Provision C.3.b.ii.(4) Requires certain public road projects to include stormwater
treatment facilities.

This should be deleted, since the intent of this requirement (to reduce pollution
originating from roadways) is better achieved through the new Provision C.3.j, which
requires the city to develop and implement a Green Infrastructure plan.

Provision C.10.a.i.a. Requires the City to achieve a 70% load reduction by July 1, 2017.

This provision should be revised to allow the City more time to achieve the higher trash
reduction milestones.

Provision C.10.a.ii.b. Requires the City to ensure private properties directly connected to
public drainage facilities be equipped with full trash capture devices or verify they have a
“low” trash generation rate, and requires the City to investigate and map storm drain
facilities on these properties.

This requirement should be deleted, as inspections and enforcement of private properties
are already part of Provision C.4 (Commercial and Industrial Inspections). Mapping
private storm drains and implementing an enforcement program to install full trash
capture devices is a significant undertaking for the City, with little benefit beyond what is
already achieved through Provision C.A4.

Provision C.10.b.1.a. Specifies maintenance frequencies for full trash capture devices
based on trash generation rates, and sets a minimum frequency of once a year for all
devices.

This should be revised to require maintenance be done at a frequency specified by the
trash capture manufacturer, and adjustments be allowed based on real maintenance
needs and experience.

Provision C.10.b.iv. Only allows a credit of up to 5% toward trash reduction
requirement for source control actions such as product bans (e.g. plastic bag bans).

The credit should be increased to a maximum of 20% to fully recognize existing product
bans and to create new incentives for future source control actions.

Provision C.10.f.ii. ~ Requires Permittees to produce an updated trash generation map
each year.
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This is a burdensome requirement for many cities (like Pleasant Hill) who do not have
GIS resources. Map updates should only be required when compliance milestone updates
are due (i.e. at 70% and 100%).

I am also concerned that complying with some of the PCB reduction requirements under MRP
2.0 are simply out of the City’s control. Failure to achieve these reductions in PCBs could result
in the City of Pleasant Hill being held in noncompliance, when the requirement for compliance is
not clear. For example, the draft Tentative Order requires Permittees to achieve specific
reductions in the total quantity of PCBs discharged to City storm drains. For the most part, this is
accomplished by reductions through removal of PCBs, commonly found in insulating fluids (for
transformers and capacitors), and caulking and sealants which are more prevalent in old
industrial zones and abated during building demolition. In reality, Permittees have no control
over when private property owners demolish these buildings.

There are other items that impact cities and counties adversely that I am requesting the Board
review (see attachment).

Please consider these comments, and those by the CWP, and direct your staff to work with
Permittees to revise the Tentative Order appropriately. Thank you.

Sincerely,

\ﬁm\w\

Kenneth Carlson
Mayor
City of Pleasant Hill

KC:jmd
cc: City Council
June Catalano, City Manager

Mario Moreno, City Engineer

Attachment:
Requested Changes to the May 11, 2015 Tentative Order
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