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April 3, 2009 

Mr. Bruce Wolfe
 

Executive Officer
 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Subject: Comments from the Santa Clara Valley Water District on the Revised Municipal Regional
 
Permit (MRP) Tentative Order - February 11, 2009
 

Dear Mr. Wolfe: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Regional Water Board's Municipal Regional 
Permit Tentative Order (Revised TO) dated February 11, 2009. These comments were prepared by the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) and summarize key concerns and issues that will likely affect 

the District. We also support the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 
(SCVURPPP) comment letter and attachments, and share many if not all of the same concerns as the 

other SCVURPPP co-permittees. 

Introduction 

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) is a flood management, wholesale water supply, and
 
stream stewardship agency. Pollution prevention is a critical component of our stream stewardship
 
mission. The District is also a certified Green Business in Santa Clara County and shares the Water
 

Board's interest in improving the water quality in our urban environment. The District Clean Safe
 
Creeks program includes several activities that support water quality improvements, such as, removal of
 

trash from District owned streams in Santa Clara County, cleanups of illegal encampments along creeks,
 

graffiti removal, mercury removal and other water quality related efforts.
 

The District is the management committee chair of the SCVURPPP and is proud that SCVURPPP has
 
received numerous local and national awards for its leadership and programs to minimize stormwater
 

impacts on water quality. This includes two US EPA First Place National Stormwater Management
 

Awards, one in 1993 and the second in 2006. Most recently, SCVURPPP received two 2008 awards from
 
the California Stormwater Quality Association for the trash management guidebook called the "Trash
 

Tool Box" and the Green Gardener Training and Outreach Program. It also received the 2008 Integrated
 
Pest Management (IPM) Innovator Award from the California Department of Pesticide Regulation for
 

our Pesticide User Outreach Program.
 

The mission of the Santo Claro Volley Water District is a healthy, safe and enhanced quality af living in Santa Clara County through watershed 
stewardship and comprehensive management of water resaurces In a practical, cost-effective and environmentally sensitive manner ~) 
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•	 did not fully consider existing information from recent federal, state and local studies, 

•	 has a far too prescriptive and burdensome monitoring program with a compressed time frame 
that will likely not allow for adaptive management, and is unlikely to produce a significant 
return in terms of increased water quality benefits, 

•	 prescribes trash capture devices across jurisdictional boundaries and imposes very 
prescriptive use of trash booms without consideration of CEQA and flood conveyance issues, 
and 

•	 unnecessarily increases reporting and notification requirements for water utility discharge 
programs that are already fully and effectively functioning in Santa Clara County. 

It appears that many areas of the Revised TO could use less stringent requirements. They are 
cumbersome and will be problematic for the District and SCVURPPP co-permittees. These same 
requirements will be much more difficult for agencies that are not involved in a mature program such as 
the one in Santa Clara County. Many other Bay Area co-permittees will likely find it virtually impossible, 
and incredibly discouraging, to even try to implement many of the requirements within the 5 year 
permit cycle of this Revised TO. 

We appreciate your consideration of these comments on the MRP Tentative Order, and look forward to 

your specific responses. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Maitski 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Office of Environmental Management and Emergency Services 

cc:	 M. Klemencic, J. Fiedler, S. Dharasker, B. Calhoun 
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