Municipal Regional Permit 

Meeting 5: Municipal Maintenance Work Team

December 13, 2005- 9:00 am -2:00 pm

RWQCB-Oakland

Meeting Summary

Meeting Attendees:
Kristy McCumby, City of Sunnyvale


Habte Kifle, SF Bay RWQCB

Lorenzo Smith, City of Hayward



John Fusco, SCVURPPP

Steve Moore, SF Bay RWQCB

Review of December 5, 2005 Meeting Minutes

· Draft meeting minutes from the Monday, December 5, 2005 meeting were distributed.  Work Group participants were asked to provide any comments by Wednesday, December 14, 2005.

· The draft meeting minutes were also provided to Josh Bradt (Urban Creeks Council).  Comments will be incorporated into the final meeting notes and distributed to the Work Group and other interested parties.

Continue Working on BMPs, Implementation Levels and Reporting Columns

General Accomplishments
· The Work Group continued modifying the draft municipal maintenance activities performance standard tables (labeled Version 5- 12/05/05).  This process consisted of reviewing the modified tables and suggesting appropriate language for each column.  It was accomplished with the use of a laptop computer and projector.

· Work Group participants “filled-in” the Level of Implementation and Recording/Reporting columns for the following Baseline BMPs: Litter/Trash Control; Rural Public Works (e.g., stream bank stabilization, channel maintenance, road construction, maintenance and repair, road embankment and median maintenance) and Storm Drain Operation and Maintenance.  The level of implementation need to be determined and/or finalized for certain baseline BMPs.

Specific Discussions

· Steve Moore, SF Bay RWQCB, discussed trash/litter control BMPs.  He was one of the authors of the RWQCB technical report entitled A Rapid Trash Assessment Method applied to Waters of the San Francisco Bay Region: Trash Measurement in Streams (dated August 23, 2005).  Steve mentioned that the Water Board would like cities to implement effective management actions which prevent trash from entering the storm drain system.  Steve stated that it is necessary to prioritize creek sites and trash management activities to ensure effectiveness.  To address Litter/Trash Control within the performance standard tables, the Work Group worked with Steve on specific language for the Level of Implementation column.  The language reflects the Water Board’s preferred approach to addressing litter/trash within San Francisco Bay.

· There was some disagreement on why all storm drain inlets, outfalls and drain areas contributing to outfalls should be mapped.  The Water Board would like to use the map to verify if inlets are cleaned and stenciled appropriately.  Municipal representatives were not in favor of this effort due to its potential high cost.

· The Work Group discussed the development of a policy that protects headwaters and stream integrity.  It was suggested that this policy should probably be included within the New Development performance standards.

· The Work Group discussed Stormwater Pump Station and Conveyance Systems.  The focus of the discussion was dry-weather pump station discharges and monitoring.  Kristy McCumby stated that the municipal maintenance performance standards should not address dry weather monitoring.  She stated that: 1) maintenance crews are not qualified to perform monitoring activities; and 2) a limited amount of data exists on how to sample and monitor effluent discharges from pump stations.  As a result, Kristy suggested that dry weather monitoring be addressed by the monitoring work team.  Habte Kifle agreed with Kristy’s suggestion.

· Kristy McCumby asked how the Water Board was defining a lagoon.  The Work Group will address lagoon maintenance at a future Municipal Maintenance Work Team meeting.

Review Action Items and Wrap-up

Habte Kifle stated that the Work Group will continue modifying the draft maintenance activities performance standard tables in January 2006.  The goal is to have a final version by late January/early February 2006.  Work Group participants will continue modifying the draft municipal maintenance activities performance standard tables at the next meeting.  Habte asked the Work Group to provide their preferred meeting dates and times.

Note: On Wednesday, December 14, 2005, Habte Kifle provided the Work Group with the following information regarding the minimum requirements for riparian habitat buffer zones.  “It appears that the development of a policy that protects headwaters and stream integrity should be addressed by the New Development and Redevelopment Work Group because municipal maintenance crews are only responsible for maintaining or repairing existing facilities/structures.  Sue Ma, who represents the Water Board at the MRP New Development and Redevelopment Work Group, will bring this issue to her Work Group.  It must be determined if current policy or design standards require minimum riparian habitat buffer zones.”

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 11, 2006 from 1:00 to 4:00 at the RWQCB, Oakland.  
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