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San Luis Obispo CoastalSub-Basin

This sub-basinconsistsof that portion of San Luis Obispo County lying on the westernslopesof the
SantaLucia Range, including a small portion of Monterey County, of the San Carpoforo Creek drainage
area. The sub-basincomprises788 squaremiles and extendsfrom the northerly portion of San Luis
ObispoCounty to the northernSantaMaria River druAnagedivide.

The sub-basin is generally mountainous and hilly with numeroussmall stream valleys and the more
extensivevalley and coastalplain area of Arroyo Grande Creek, Other major streamsof the sub-basin
are San Siineou, SantaRosa and San Luis ObispoCreeks,Arroyc de Ia Cruz andCid Creek,all of which
drain the westernslopesof’the SantaLucia Range.

Surface and ground water quality in the sub-basinis generally acceptablefor all useswith the ex-
captionof occasionalhigh mineral content.Ground waters in the southernportion or thd sub-basinexhibit
high nitrateconcentrations.Selectedwells in the Baywood Park-LosOsos areaalso indicatehigh nitrate
levels but otherwise,ground water in this portion of the sub-basinis of exceptionalqualiry.

Water quality problems in the sub-basinare chiefly the result of domestic and agricultural waste
disposal practices. Disposal of domestic waste water constitutesa threat to the quality of receiving
waters. Although degreeof treatmentin marine dischargesis rather high, treatedwastes•are discharged
through outfalls that terminatelb the nearshorewatersin areasthat receivevery high order uses.Ground
water impairment as a result of domesticwastedischarges,particularly septic tank systemsin unsewered
areas, presentsa water quality hazard. Disposal of agricultural wastes,particularly irrigation return
water and animal wastes,are also sourcesof water quality impairment.

Sevenmunicipal waste treatmentfacilities are located in the sub-basin.Theseare San SimeonAcres
Community ServicesDistrict, City of Morro Bay, which also servesthe CayucosSanitaryDistrict, Avila
SanitaryDistrict, and the South San Luis ObispoCountySanitationDistrict which servesthe communities
of Arroyc Grande,Oceanoand Grover City. In addition, separatetreatmentand disposalfacilities serve
the Air Force Radar Station at Cambria, the Radar Station dependenthousingarea, California Men’s
Colony, and someprivate residentialdevelopmentsin BaywoodPark andsouthof San Luis Obispo.

All of the treatmentfacilities mentionedaboveprovide secondarytreatmentprior to dischargeto re-
ceiving waters with the exceptionof the Avila SanitaryDistrict which offers primary sedimentationbefore
dischargeand the Cambria Air Force Radar Station which utilizes a septic rank and oceandisposal.
Coastaldischargesin the sub-basinare to areasreceiving a high order of water uses,including shell-
fish harvestingandwater contactactivities.

The major industrial waste dischargein this sub-basin is the cooling water from Pacific Gas and
Electric Company’sMono Bay Power Plant. Treatedoil tankerballast water is dischargedto the ocean
from StandiirdCii Company’sEstero Bay facility. Oil field production waste from the Arroyn Grande Oil
Field is dischargedto Arroyo GrandeCreek.

Soda LakeSub-Basin

The Soda Lake Sub-Basinis a large, enclosed,arid basinlocated betweenthe Temblor and Caliente
Ranges,adjacentto the Upper Salinas River Sub-Basin.The area comprises447 squaremiles and is
separatedfrom the SalinasSub-Basinby a low drainagedivide betweenthe Temblor and La PansaRanges.
Elevationsvary from about 1,900 feet above sea level at Soda Lake to 5.095 feet at CalienteMountain.
The basin floor lies at an elevationof about 2,000 feet.

Ground water occurs in alluvium and in the Paso Robles Formation, consistin.g of nonmarinesand,
gravelandclay up to 1,000 feet thick. Runoff in streamstributary to SodaLake is insignificant in amount
and is disposedof naturally through evaporation.Water quality data indicate that surfaceand ground
water in the sub-basinis somewhatmineralizedbut acceptablefor mostuses.The Carrizo Plain ground
water basin is a closed basiii and as a result, recycling of ground waters results in a mineraliza-
tion problem.
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Prohibition of Discharges

1. Due to the unique cultural, scenic, aesthetic,historical, scientific, or ecologicalvalue of areas
within the basin,domesticwasterlischargesare prohibited in the following locations:

a. Monterey Bay, northern and southernextremeswithin the.following areas: inshore from a line
extending from Santa Cruz Point to the mouth of the PajaroRiver; and inshore from a line
extendingfrom Point Pinesto the mouth of theSalinasRiver,

b. Cainiel Bay, within 1000 feet from the Point Lobos Preserveof the State Departmentof Parks
and Recreation,as recordedin 1970.

c. Tidal waters within 1000 feet of the coast and 100 foot depth contour, mea~uredfrom mean
low water. An exceptionto this prohibitiOn may be allowed by the Board in prescribingwaste
dischargerequirementsalter finding that all beneficial wateruseswill otherwisebe piotected.

2. In order to achieve water quality objectives.,protect presentand future beneficial water uses,
protectpublic healthand preVentnuisance,wastedischargesareprohibited in the following locatidns:

a. All surface,fresh water impoundmentsand their immediatetributaries.

b. Water contact recre~tionareaslocatedin fresh waters.

c. All surface waters within the San Lorenzo River, Aptos—Soquel, and San Antonio Creek
Sub-Basins,

d. All coastalsurfacestreamsand natural drainagewaysthat flow directly to the oceanwithin
the Santa Cruz Coastal Sub-Basin, Monterey Coastal Sub-Basin, San Luis Obispo Coastal
Sub-Basinfrom the Monterey County line to the northernboundary of San Luis ObispoCreek
drainageand the SantaBarbaraCoastalSub-Basins.

e. In the Los Osos-Baywoodareaof San Luis Obispo County, specifically Section 13, 23 and
24 of T3OSR1OEand Sections7, 17. 18, 19 and 20 of T3OSR11E,MDB&M,after July 1, 1974
all proposedand existingwastedischargeswill be prohibited.

f. The SantaMaria River downstreamfrom Highway 1 bridge, and

g. The SantaYnez River downstreamfrom the saltwater barrier.

3, As further implementationof this plan to meet water quality objectivesand protectbeneficial
uses, dischargeof solid wastesare prohibited under the following conditions and/or in specific
locations:

a,. Any ClassI solid wastematerialto anylocation other than a ClassI solid wastedisposalsite.

b. Any Class II solid waste materials to any location other than Class I or II solid wastedis-
posalsites.

c. Solid wastesshall not be dischargedto rivers, streams,creeks, or any natural drainageways
or flood plainsof the foregoing.

4. Th protectsurfaceand giound water quality from degradationand to preventnuisanceconditions,
such as discharge ot’ improperly treated wastesto the land surface,the dischargefrom individual
sewagedisposalsystems,including but not limited to septic tanks seepagepits, cesspools,pit
privies, chemicaltoilets, etc., is prohibited:
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