
CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
ANNUAL REPORT 

for 
General Permit for the Discharger of Storm Water from Small Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer Systems (General Permit) 
 
 
A.  Permittee Information 
 
1. Permittee: City El Paso de Robles 
2. Contact Person: Katie DiSimone, P.E. 
3. Mailing Address: 1000 Spring Street 
4. City, State, Zip: Paso Robles, CA 93446 
5. Contact Phone Number: (805) 237-3861 
6. WDID #: 3 40MS03019   
 
7.  Have any areas been added to the MS4 due to annexation or other legal means?    

 YES        NO              
 
8.  Are you subject to the Design Standards contained in Attachment 4 of the General 
Permit? 
  YES     NO 
 
If yes, report on the implementation of the Design Standards in section D.5 of this Annual 
Report Form. 
 
B.  Reporting Period:  

  July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 
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Executive Summary 
 
In compliance with the State Water Resources Control Board’s General Permit NO. 
CAS000004, Storm Water Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 
(Permit), the City of Paso Robles (City) developed a Storm Water Management Program. 
Under this program, the City will educate and involve the community in storm water 
pollution prevention, regulate storm water run-off from construction sites, investigate non-
storm water discharges and reduce non-storm water run-off from municipal operations. 
The Permit required the City to develop a Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) that 
describes how the City will comply with the conditions of the Permit.  The City’s SWMP 
dated December 2004 was approved by the Water Quality Control Board on January 6, 2005.  
This Annual Report describes the activities completed during the Year 2 reporting period 
(2006-2007), as defined in the SWMP. 
 
The City has made significant progress towards implementing the six components of the 
SWMP and was able to complete all Year 2 measurable goals.  In addition the City also 
complete additional activities that were not identified as Year 2 measurable goals to further 
increase the effectiveness of the Storm Water Program.  During Year 3, the City will 
complete all measurable goals identified in the SWMP for Year 3.   
 
To develop this Annual Report a thorough review of the City’s progress on each of the 
identified measurable goals was completed.  One significant change implemented that 
facilitated this review was the development of the City’s best management practice (BMP) 
Tracking System.  The BMP Tracking System is explained in further detail in Section 9.  The 
basis of the system relies on spreadsheets and various forms related to each of the six the 
program components to track important information required for the Annual Report.  After 
completing a review of the information, the City has determined that the implementation of 
the SWMP has overall been effective in raising awareness among City Staff (such as Building 
Inspectors, Maintenance Staff, Plan checkers, etc…).  This increase in awareness can be 
attributed to internal storm water trainings, informational handouts (for example the Illicit 
Discharge Brochure), the development of specific storm water related processes, and the 
development of a Single Focal Point of Contact for storm water.  In addition, it also appears 
that the City’s efforts related to Public Education and Outreach, Public Involvement, Illicit 
Discharges, Construction and Post-construction requirements have increased the general 
public’s knowledge of storm water quality.  This is evident by the increase in illicit discharge 
reports; the increase in hits to the City’s storm water web page; through the development 
review process; and from verbal communication that City Staff has had with members of the 
public.  During the next reporting year the City is planning on conducting a public survey 
which will be discuss in Section 9 of this document.  This survey should further the City’s 
understanding of the general public’s knowledge as it relates to storm water and will also 
identify potential weaknesses in the implementation of the Storm Water Program. 
 
 
 



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 6 

1 General Program Implementation 
The purpose of this section of the Annual Report is to provide an overview of City’s 
implementation of the Storm Water Program and to highlight activities that are not 
specifically related to one of the six storm water components identified in the Storm Water 
management Plan (SWMP).  
 
1.1 Program Management 
Over the past reporting year, the City has made significant progress in improving all aspects 
of the Storm Water Management Program.  One major improvement the City implemented 
was the identification of a Single Focal Point of Contact for all storm water issues.  The 
Single Focal Point of Contact is the City’s Utility Manager who is located within the City’s 
Utilities Department.  The identification of a Signal Focal Point of Contact will facilitate 
continuity amongst the various departments within the City in relation to the 
implementation of measurable goals.  The Single Focal Point of Contact has been given the 
responsibility for the day to day implementation of the SWMP.  Specific Responsibilities of 
the Signal Focal Point of Contact are identified below: 
 

• Serve as the primary point of contact for the Regional Board. 
• Responsible for all Permit compliance and/enforcement issues.  
• Responsible for Permit required reporting. 
• Responsible for facilitating Measurable Goal implementation and tracking. 
• Serve as primary point of contact for Municipalities and the General Public. 

 
In addition to identifying Single Focal Point of Contact, the City has also more clearly 
defined the roles and responsibilities of other Departments and Staff within the City.  Table 
1-1 (located on the following page) identifies Storm Water Program responsibilities for 
specific individuals and for City Departments.  The City obtains the right change specific 
personnel assigned to any specific area of responsibility based on workload, staff changes, or 
internal reorganization.  Individuals identified for a specific SWMP component are 
responsible for coordinating the implementation of the Measurable Goals identified for that 
specific section of the SWMP.  The identified responsible individual will coordinate all 
activities through the City’s Single Focal Point of Contact.  A brief introduction of each City 
Department Identified is below. 
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Table 1-1 
City of Paso Robles Storm Water Program Responsibilities 
Area of 
Responsibility 

Department Name of Individual 
Currently 
Responsible 

Phone Number 

Single Focal Point of 
Contact 

Public Works- 
Utilities 

Utilities Manager- 
Katie DiSimone (805) 237-3861 

Public Education 
and Outreach 

Public Works- 
Capital Projects 

Capital Projects 
Engineer 
Ditas Esperanza 

805) 237-3850 

Public Involvement 
and Participation 

Public Works- 
Utilities 

Utilities Manager- 
Katie DiSimone (805) 237-3861 

Illicit Discharge 
Detection and 
Elimination 

Public Works- 
Maintenance Services 

Maintenance Services 
Superintendent- 
Dennis Fansler 

(805) 237-3861 

Construction Site 
Runoff Control 

Community 
Development 
Department- 
Building Division 
 

Deputy Building 
Official- 
Steve Perkins (805) 237-3850 

Post Construction 
Runoff Control 

Community 
Development 
Department- 
Engineering Division 

City Engineer- 
John Falkenstien (805) 237-3861 

Municipal 
Operations 

Public Works- 
Maintenance Services 

Maintenance Services 
Superintendent- 
Dennis Fansler 

(805) 237-3861 

Measurable Goals 
and Reporting 

Public Works- 
Utilities 

Utilities Manager- 
Katie DiSimone (805) 237-3861 

 
1.2 Municipal Coordination 
Coordination with Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit holders takes place 
on a regular basis.  The purpose of this coordination is to share resources and information, 
to learn from other municipalities mistakes, and to address issues that are relevant to the 
entire watershed.  This coordination is completed on a formal and informal basis and will 
continue during the 2007/2008 reporting year.  The Single Focal Point of Contact 
participates on the San Luis Obispo County Partners for Water Quality and also coordinates 
with other municipalities through informal coordination via telephone, email, and 
impromptu meetings.   Due to the informal nature of many of the coordination activities the 
City will not be reporting each and every coordination incident but will continue to complete 
Municipal Coordination activity during the 2007/2008 reporting year. 
 
1.3 Total Daily Maximum Loads (TMDLs) 
In anticipation of the TMDLs that will be established for the Salinas River (which is the 
primary receiving water for the City), the City has been tracking TMDL efforts.  The City is 
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also utilizing funding received through a grant issued in 2003 from National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and Conservations Assistance (RTCA) Program to complete Salina River 
corridor projects.  The grant has enabled the City to conduct a public outreach and 
community visioning effort for the Salinas River Corridor Master Plan and which will serve 
as a basis for future Salinas River Corridor improvement projects.  Providing the public with 
knowledge related to the intrinsic value of the Salinas River should foster public support 
once the TMDLs are implemented. Once actual TMDLs are proposed, the City will modify 
the SWMP to address any TMDL related requirements. 
 

1.4 Legal Authority 
Legal Authority and responsibility to implement a municipal storm water management 
program is provided in the federal Clean Water ACT, California Water Code, and associated 
regulations.  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Subdivision Map 
Act also provide the City with authority to establish conditions for development related 
projects. This in addition to the State’s and City Council’s adoption of the City’s SWMP and 
current and future ordinances relating to storm water, water conservation, new development, 
and grading provide sufficient legal authority to the City to implement the requirements of 
the SWMP.  During Year 2 reporting year the City drafted a Post Construction Storm Water 
Ordinance and began drafting an Illicit Discharge Reporting Ordinance.  Both ordinances 
will be adopted by City Council during the Year 3 reporting year.  
 

1.5 Program Funding 
A key component of the City’s Storm Water Program is the program’s resources.  Due to the 
fact that NPDES requirements are an unfunded mandate, the City currently funds the 
program from combination of Development Fees, and General Fund Monies.  These funds 
allocated to the storm water program fund the majority of the program; however the City 
has determined that additional funds will be necessary to fund the long term implementation 
of the SWMP.  To secure these additional resources, the City will evaluate the feasibility of 
establishing a storm drain user fee during Year 3 of SWMP implementation.  Establishing a 
storm drain user fee is a challenging endeavor that may have difficulties due to the legal 
nature surrounding the adoption of such an ordinance.  Therefore after completing the 
feasibility evaluation the City will determine whether or not it will actually pursue such an 
ordinance.  
 
During Year 2 the City expended approximately $207,000 on implementing the storm water 
program.  Below is a description of expenditures related to the storm water program and an 
estimate of the resources expended for each program component: 
 

• Public Education and Outreach $26,000- Includes educational material 
development, reproduction and distribution costs, staff time for event 
preparation and attendance, web site update, municipal coordination, and 
consultant costs.  

• Public Participation and Involvement $5,000-Includes staff time required for 
to prepare and provide public presentations and public meetings. 

• Illicit Discharge Detection $48,000- Includes developing the illicit discharge 
program, storm drain map verification, outfall inspections and outfall 
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inspection documentation, staff time, responding to complaints of illicit 
discharges, development of illicit discharge related materials, staff training, 
and consultant support. 

• Construction Storm Water $12,000-Includes site inspections, development of 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) document review and 
SWPPP oversight inspection forms, staff time for SWPPP oversight 
inspections, staff training, Best Management Practice (BMP) implementation 
of City projects, and consultants support.  

• Post-Construction Storm Water $30,000-Includes development of ordinance, 
attorney fees, staff time, review of development plans, development of BMP 
fact sheets and design standards, staff training, inspection of post-
construction practices, and consultant services. 

• Municipal Operations and Good Housekeeping $58,000- Includes facility 
inspections, activity inspections, staff training, development of BMP fact 
sheets, erosion repair, outfall cleaning, facility improvements, equipment 
purchasing, and consultant services.   

• Reporting and Miscellaneous Activities $28,000- Includes documentation, 
Annual Report Preparation, staff time, meeting attendance, development of 
correspondence, general coordination within the City, and consultant 
services. 

 
During Year 3 the City estimates that is will expend approximately $432,000 on the 
following SWMP program components: 
 

• Public Education and Outreach $30,000-Includes reproduction of 
educational materials, staff time for public presentations and public events, 
booth upgrades, storm drain marking, web page maintenance, and the adopt-
a-street program. 

• Public Participation $32,000- Includes volunteer creek cleanup day materials, 
water quality sampling, supplies, and staff time, public presentations, and 
staff training. 

• Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination $40,000-  Includes funding the 
Outfall Inspection Program, updating the storm drain atlas, responding to 
illicit discharges, providing educational materials to the public, finalizing the 
illicit discharge ordinance,  and funding staff time and consultant services to 
complete these activities. 

• Construction Site Runoff Control $40,000- This includes completing the 
development of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
oversight program, revising the grading ordinance, reviewing existing 
standards to ensure they are consistent with the new post construction design 
standard requirements, funding the staff time for site inspections, and 
funding consultant services.   

• Post Construction $65,000-Includes the development of new design guidance 
and design criteria, plan review, documentation, continued evaluate of 3 
water quality projects, finalizing the ordinance, and funding staff and 
consultant services as necessary to complete all measurable goals. 
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• Good Housekeeping $200,000- Funds facility and activity inspections, 
development of new fact sheets if needed, cleaning 10 culverts, installing 
drain inlet (DI) protection on 10 inlets, developing and integrated pest 
management program, completing staff training, purchasing new sweeper (if 
budget request is approved), and funding staff time and consultant services. 

• Monitoring and Reporting $25,000- Includes measurable goal tracking, 
annual report preparation and completing the public survey. 

 

1.6 Overview of Program Effectiveness 
In order to assess the overall effectiveness of the City’s Storm Water Program and to 
develop this Annual Report, the City completed an evaluation of each program component, 
an evaluation of each measurable goal and took into consideration feedback received from 
Regional Board Staff, internal City staff, and the general public.  Due to the short duration 
that some of the BMPs were implemented the long-term effectiveness of some specific 
BMPs was difficult to determine.  However the short-term effectiveness was evaluated based 
upon whether a particular BMP met its intended goal.  For example, it is difficult to assess 
whether or not providing storm water educational materials to the public has direct impact 
on reducing storm water pollution within the City.  But it is reasonable to assume that the 
short-term goal of increasing the public’s knowledge related to storm water quality was 
achieved by providing the information.  Each of the following sections in the Annual Report 
(which represents each of the required SWMP program components) contains a description 
of the each BMP completed and a discussion of the effectiveness of each BMP. Overall the 
City made great strides in improving the storm water program. Below is a brief summary of 
some of these improvements: 
 

• Identification of a Single Focal Point of Contact. 
• Development of Annual Reporting Tracking System. 
• Increased dialogue with Regional Board Staff. 
• Increase Support for Program within the City. 
• Greater Staff Awareness.  
• Formal Identification of Inter-department Responsibilities. 

The City’s Storm Water Program will continue to undergo changes that are focused upon 
improving existing processes and activities, and the incorporation of new processes and 
activities.  City Staff has been the most influential in affecting positive change through the 
feedback that they provide on various program elements.  Their feedback is typically related 
to improving processes so they are better integrated into the City’s existing business 
practices.  This integration facilitates compliance because it ensures requirements are done as 
part of daily routine.  These improvements to the City’s Storm Water Program will have 
long-lasting impacts on the overall effectiveness of the program.  Overall City Staff believes 
the Storm Water Program was effective during Year 2, responsive to the requirements of the 
Permit and effective in reducing pollution in urban runoff to the maximum extent 
practicable.  
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2 Public Education and Outreach 
 
The City has made significant progress towards completing their Public Education and 
Outreach Tasks identified in their SWMP for Year 2.  One of the primary objectives of the 
Public Education and Outreach Program is to ensure the public understands what storm 
water is and where storm water goes when discharged; is aware of the impacts pollutants 
have on the quality of the City’s receiving waters; and to encourage the public to participate 
in the implementation of the City’s Storm Water Program.  These objectives have been 
proven by other implementing municipalities to be effective in reducing pollutants in storm 
water discharges.  To achieve these objectives the City has been active in capturing the 
community’s attention with visually attractive brochures, exciting events, and various other 
media.  The City has observed a steady increase in community interest by tracking visitors to 
the City’s storm water website and by the increased amount of illicit discharge reports made 
by the public.  After distributing the Illicit Discharge fact sheets (PE-3), the City received up 
to two calls per week from residents reporting illegal dumping and discharges.  The City’s 
storm water web page has consistently attracted visitors since its inception, with the number 
of visitors generally increasing each successive month.  The public events held by the City 
were appropriate venues to distribute storm water quality information. Residents who 
attended were receptive to the handouts being distributed and provided positive verbal 
feedback.  Per the requirements of the Permit and the SWMP, all measurable goals targeted 
for completion during Year 2 were completed.  The three remaining measurable goals 
identified for public education and outreach will be completed during the Year 3 reporting 
period. 
 
2.1 Summary of Completed Tasks 
 
Adopt-A-Street (PE-1) 
The Adopt-A-Street program is identified in the SWMP as a pre-existing BMP which gives 
individuals, companies, schools and other organizations the opportunity to adopt a street in 
partnership with the City.  Adoption requires litter pickup on a specific section of street a 
minimum of twice per month for a minimum of six months.  PE-1 required the City to 
provide storm water quality information to the Adopt-A-Street volunteers.  This audience 
was chosen because the people most likely involved with the Adopt-A-Street program have a 
high likelihood of being educated about the importance of water quality and a high 
likelihood of becoming storm water advocates because through their participation in the 
program they exhibit and interest in keeping the City’s streets clean and free of trash.  The 
following activities were specifically completed in accordance with PE-1: 
 
• The Illicit Discharge Brochure was provided to all 24 Adopt-A-Street Volunteers on 

April 4, 2007. 
• The Sammy the Steelhead Brochure was provided to all 24 Adopt-A Street 

Volunteers on April 4, 2007.   
• Also on April 4, 2007 the 24 Adopt-A-Street volunteers were mailed a packet of 

information that included a storm water awareness survey that was developed by the 
City.  Each survey packet included general information related to storm water quality 
and illicit discharges (this information was in addition to the two brochures 
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previously discussed), a pre-survey, and a post-survey.  Participants were instructed 
to first take the pre-survey, and then review the information provided and then take 
the post-survey.  Upon completion the participants were instructed to return the 
surveys to the City.  10 surveys were returned to the City.  The completed surveys 
are included in Appendix A. 

 
• Adopt-A-Street participation has not decreased since the previous reporting cycle.  

The following streets have been adopted and had litter removed by volunteers at 
least twice per month.  

 
Table 2-1 

Sections of Road Adopted through the Adopt-A-Street 
Program 

 Road From  To 
1 Niblick Road Bridge Creston 
2 Airport Road Hwy 46 E. Dry Creek 
3 Airport Road Dry Creek Tower  

4 
North River 

Road 13th City limit 
5 South River Road 13th Niblick 
6 South River Road Niblick Charolais 
7 South Vine Street 1st Cuerno Largo 
8 South Vine Street Cuerno Largo Hwy 46 W. 
9 Riverside Avenue 4th 13th 
10 Riverside Avenue 13th  24th 
11 Riverside Avenue 24th  end 
12 Theatre Drive Hwy 46 W. City limit 
13 Golden Hill Road Creston Union 

14 
Rolling Hills 

Road Creston Golden Hill 
15 Union Road N. River Golden Hill 
16 Union Road Golden Hill City limit 

17 
Experimental 

Station Buena Vista City limit 
18 Charolais Road S. River Creston  
19 Creston Road S. River Rolling Hills 
20 Creston Road Rolling Hills Scott 
21 Creston Road Scott City limit 
22 Sherwood Road Creston City limit 
23 Spring Street 24th  36th 
24 Dallons Dr Buena Vista Golden Hill 

 
Effectiveness of PE-1: 
The effectiveness of PE-1 is somewhat difficult to measure due to the multi-faceted nature 
of the BMP.  However, it is reasonable to assume that the removal of litter on the 24 
sections of streets effectively reduced the amount of litter and other gross solid entering into 
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the storm drain system.  In addition, the volunteer’s pre and post surveys were evaluated and 
there was an improvement in the number of questions that were answered correctly from 
the pre-survey to the post-survey.  Therefore it has been determined that the information 
distributed to the volunteers increased their knowledge regarding storm water quality and the 
City’s Storm Water Program.  PE-1 requires the survey to be repeated again in Year 3; thus 
the continuation of the survey will also provide the City with mechanism to evaluate the 
increase in knowledge of those people who have had previous exposure to storm water 
quality information.  This will help the City determine whether or not it is beneficial to 
provide additional educational materials to members of the community that have already 
received materials prior. For these stated reasons the City has determined that the PE-1 is 
valuable and effective BMP and will continue to implement the program during the next 
implementation year.   
 
Web Page (PE-2) 
PE-2 requires the City to provide storm water related information on the City’s web page 
and to track the number of “hits” on the storm water section.  The City’s web page is an 
ever evolving public education tool and as such is continually updated to provide new 
information to the community.  During this reporting year the web page was modified to 
include the following items: 
  

• Illegal Storm Drain Discharge Report Form. 
• Illegal Dumping Brochure 
• A Sammy the Steelhead’s Ten Tips for Protecting our Storm Water 
• Information regarding the Salinas River Corridor Vision 

 
Per the requirements of PE-2, The City tracked hits to the storm water portion of the City’s 
web site throughout the 2006/2007 reporting period.  Below is a summary of web hits on 
the City’s Storm Water Management Plan page, provided by the City’s IT Staff:          
July 06: 141;    Aug 06: 178;    Sept 06: 227;    Oct 06: 358;    Nov 06: 275;            
Dec 06: 379;    Jan 07: 464;    Feb 07: 110;    Mar 07: 410;    April 07: 265;                         
May 07: 535;    and June 07: 399.     
 
Effectiveness of PE-2: 
The City’s webpage has become a valuable tool to provide information to the public 
regarding for storm water events, the City’s Illicit Discharge Program, and general 
information related to storm water quality.  As community participation in storm water 
events has increased, the City has noticed that the website has continued to experience an 
increase in website hits.  This increased interest in the website indicates that the overall 
effectiveness of the Public Education and Outreach Program and Illicit Discharge Program 
has increased and that the general public is continuing to have a growing understanding of 
where pertinent storm water information is located.  As the internet becomes more 
accessible to the community over time, the City expects a general increase in site visitors.  
The website will continue to be an effective source for news and information about the 
City’s Storm Water Management Program. 
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Illicit Discharge Fact Sheet (PE-3) 
PE-3 required the City to complete to develop educational information related storm water 
quality that will educate the community on ways they can decrease their impact on storm 
water runoff.  The brochures were to be distributed at public events, developers, and 
homeowners.  The following PE-3 activities were required to be completed during Year 2: 
 

• PE-3 A required the development of an English/Spanish general storm water 
fact sheet.  To complete this activity the City utilized the “Sammy the 
Steelhead” fact sheet developed by the SLO County Partners for Water 
Quality (the Partners). This fact sheet was developed by the Partners in 
English and then was subsequently translated into Spanish by the City.  
Although PE-3 A does not require the distribution of the Fact Sheet until 
Year 3, the City decided to distribute the brochure anyways.  The brochure 
was distributed to residents in February 2007 as an insert in the March 2007 
utility billing.  Approximately 10,000 brochures were distributed.  The 
brochure that was distributed is included as Appendix A.   

 
• PE-3 B required the City to develop a storm water brochure for construction 

contractors which described the City’s required best management practices 
for reducing the potential for storm water pollution related to construction 
activities.  The construction related handout was developed in April 2007 and 
has been subsequently handed out to 35 individuals.  The Construction 
Storm Water Handout is given to all individuals who request a grading permit 
application or express interest in obtaining a grading permit.  A copy of the 
Construction Storm Water Handout is included in Appendix A.   

 
• PE-3 D required the City to develop an Illicit Discharge Fact Brochure 

pertaining to illegal dumping and which described the City’s Illegal Discharge 
detection and elimination program.  The brochure was developed in April 
2007 and distributed to the residents of Paso Robles by being inserted into 
the City’s May utility billing.  Approximately 10,000 brochures were 
distributed.  The brochure that was distributed is included as Appendix A. 

 
Effectiveness of PE-3: 
The overall effectiveness of PE-3 is difficult to measure for the Year 2 reporting period due 
to the small amount of time the information was available and provided to the public.  
Effectiveness of the fact sheet distribution will be better assessed in subsequent reporting 
years by comparing the present and future number of reported illegal discharge and dumping 
incidents, web site hits, requests for general storm water information, and the public’s 
willingness to participate and support the City’s storm water efforts.  However, in the short-
term it does appear that the Illicit Discharge Brochure that was distributed was effective in 
increasing awareness due to the increases in amount of illicit discharges reported and website 
hits during the time period occurring right after the brochures were mailed.  The City did not 
notice an increase in illicit discharge reports or website hits after the Sammy the Steelhead 
Brochure was mailed but that does not necessarily mean the brochure is not effective.  The 
Sammy Brochure was not focused on reporting illicit discharges but was focused on tips for 
public the public regarding protecting storm water quality.   
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Storm Water Hotline (PE-4) 
A storm water pollution prevention hotline was established during the first reporting year 
and was continued to be posted on the City’s website, in San Luis Obispo County Partners 
for Water Quality (SLOCOPFQ) Handouts, and on the Sammy Brochure.  The hotline 
number is (805) 788-FISH.  When calling the hotline the answering service which is 
maintained Sammy and the SLOCOPFQs, provides the phone number of the City that the 
caller is interested in.  The number provided on the hotline is the main number to the City’s 
Public Works Department.  The direct number to the Public Works Department is also the 
phone number that is provided on all of the City’s storm water quality information.  
 
Effectiveness of PE-4: 
The City has determined that the Sammy Storm Water Hotline (788-FISH) is only 
moderately effective.  It basically adds and additional step for the public to contact the City.  
The City has received a greater number of phone calls from the public using the direct 
number and from community members visiting the City’s website to learn about storm water 
issues.  However, the cost for the hotline is minimal and therefore the City has not 
determined to discontinue it at this time.  The City will though continue to utilize the direct 
Public Works phone number to reduce confusion and to make it easier for members of the 
community to contact the City. 
 
Storm Drain Marking (PE-5) 
The City’s SWMP requires all storm drain inlets, in which pedestrians have access to, be 
marked with a messages that indicates only storm water is allowed to go into the storm 
drain.  Over the past two reporting years three drain inlet marking projects have been 
completed and as such over 400 storm drains have been marked.  Photographic examples of 
each are available. 
 

• Kyle Alexander undertook and completed an eagle-scout project during 
late 2006 early 2006.  This project included the placement of 200 ceramic 
type monuments, one on each drain inlet. 

• Melanie Silver undertook and completed a “Girl Scout Gold Award” 
project during 2006.  This project included the labeling of 100 storm 
drains with a painted on symbol of a fish with the message that this water 
drains to the river.  

• Nate Wyatt, City staff Landscape and Lighting inspector, took the 100 
ceramic markers left over from the Kyle Alexander project and placed 
them around town. 

 
Effectiveness of PE-5: 
After discussing storm water pollution with City residents, it is the impression of City staff 
that many residents do not know that the drain inlets go to the river and the storm drain is 
not connected to the sewer.  As indicated by some of the quiz results some believe that the 
storm water goes to the sewer.  Therefore the markers are important for those who are not 
aware of where storm drains discharge.  Participants have marked a significant number of 
the City’s storm drains. Considering the community’s understanding of the City’s storm 
drain system, it is reasonable to conclude that marked storm drains will slowly raise 
awareness among the community and that the BMP is overall effective. 
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Event Participation (PE-6) 
PE-6 required the City to participate in four events during the Year 2 reporting period.  The 
four events were selected based upon the targeted audiences that would be present, and the 
potential to have access to a large number of people. Below is a description of each event.  
 

• Salinas River Parkway Trail Grand Opening, March 24, 2007: This event was an 
introduction and invitation to the   community to see and walk a newly 
completed pedestrian walkway along the Salinas River. Storm water brochures 
and fact sheets were distributed to over 100 people who attended the event. 

• Kids All American Fishing Derby, April 14, 2007: This event took place at the 
lake at Barney Schwartz Park. 100 kids participated in the derby. Approximately 
200 people total attended the event. The City distributed storm water fact sheets 
and lollipops (with storm water facts). The City partnered with the Department 
of Fish and Game, who brought a wetland diorama to the event. 

• Home and Rec. Show, April 28 and 29, 2007: This event was held at the Paso 
Robles Event Center. Over 20,000 people attended during the two-day event. 
The city distributed fact sheets, pencils, coloring books, and other small toys with 
fact sheets regarding storm water quality as well as water conservation. The City 
teamed up with Atascadero Mutual Water Company, the City of San Luis 
Obispo, and the County of San Luis Obispo for this event. 

• Water Fest, May 5, 2007: This was the first event for SLO County. It was held in 
the parking lot of Home Depot in San Luis Obispo. The City’s contribution to 
the event was a $1,000 sponsor and staff time during the event. To ensure that 
Paso Robles’ residents were aware of the event in San Luis Obispo, flyers were 
posted in the downtown business area, library, and senior center. 

 
Effectiveness of PE-6: 
The City was excited s to hold or participate in the above listed events.  All of the events 
received significant attendance and interest from visitors. These events were fun and hands-
on. They allow citizens to interact in a fun, family environment while learning about various 
storm water quality improvement projects. These events provide a unique venue to expose 
residents to storm water quality issues.  Most of the events were conducted in the Spring of 
2007, therefore it is difficult to determine the long-term effectiveness of participating in 
these types of events because of the short duration of time subsequent to the events. 
However, it can be assumed that the events were effective in providing information to the 
public regarding storm water quality and thus attending the events has been determined to 
be an effective mechanism to provide storm water information.   
 
2.2 Proposed Task Modifications 
Proposed modifications to the SWMP were proposed to the Regional Board during a 
meeting with staff in March of 2007 and then again submitted to the Regional Board in a 
revised SWMP on July 25, 2007.  Below is a summary of the changes proposed for this 
section and why a specific change is necessary:   
 

• PE-3C is being modified to eliminate confusion. In the Measurable Goals 
Table 4-1 of the SWMP it states that the activity would be completed during 
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Year 3.  However, in the in the text portion of Section 4, the Measurable 
Goal states that the activity (developing fact sheets for local businesses) 
would be completed in Year 3.  Thus the City proposes to modify the text to 
be consistent with the Year 2 identified in Table 4-1 of the SWMP.  The Fact 
Sheets are currently under development and will be developed for the 
following audiences: Restaurants, Carpet Cleaners, Automotive Shops, and 
Landscape Companies. 

 
2.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
During Year 3, the focus of the Public Education and Outreach program will be to further 
educated members of the community on general storm water quality issues, illicit discharge 
reporting and will also target specific audience to receive pollutant specific educational 
materials.  Table 2-2 identifies the specific Public Education and Outreach activities that will 
be completed during the Year 3 reporting year. 
 

 
Table-2-2 

Public Education and Outreach Activities  
for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 

Task Description of Activity  
PE-1 
Adopt-A-Street 
Program 

1. Continue coordinating the Adopt-A-Street 
Program. 
2. Provide Participants with storm water related 
information. 
3. Provide a survey to the participants.   

PE-2 
Web Page 

1.  Add additional information (Annual Report, 
the Business Fact Sheets, and Integrated Pest 
Management Information) to the web page. 
2.  Continue to track web site “hits”. 

PE-3 
Brochures and Fact 
Sheets 
 

1.  Distribute another Illicit Discharge Brochure 
to residents. 
2. Develop brochures for restaurants, automotive 
shops, landscapers, and carpet cleaner. 
3. Distribute brochures to the businesses 
identified above. 
4. Provide English/Spanish Brochures. 
 

PE-4 
Storm Water Hotline 
 

1. The City will continue to have the storm water 
hotline but will provide the direct phone number 
on all education materials developed or utilized.   

PE-5 
Storm Drain Marking 
 

1.  The City will ensure the rest of the drain inlets 
that pedestrians have access to be marked.   

PE-6 
Event Participation 

1.  The City will continue to participate in 4 
events per year.  Regional Board Staff will be kept 
apprise of the events selected. 
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3 Public Involvement and Participation 
 
The City is required to implement a Public Involvement and Participation program to foster 
greater awareness among members of the public regarding storm water quality and to 
encourage the community to develop a sense of ownership of the quality of storm water 
runoff generated from within their community.  Greater awareness and a sense of ownership 
will decrease storm water pollution, increase support for the City’s program, and will also 
encourage residents to practice storm water pollution prevention.  During Year 2, the City 
was able to hold multiple public meetings and events and by which was also able to 
implement all of the Measurable Goals identified for Public Involvement and Participation.  
Between the various venues, the City’s Storm Water Management had significant exposure. 
The City used the February 6, 2007 City Council meeting as an opportunity to discuss the 
previous year’s Annual Report and its review by the Water Board.  The City has not had any 
trouble coordinating events or meeting to discuss storm water issues.  During the upcoming 
reporting period, the City will continue to present storm water issues and hold public 
meetings.  The City is planning to organize Volunteer Creek Clean Ups, (PP-4), during the 
upcoming Year 3. Public participation is expected to be adequate to ensure a successful 
event.   
      
3.1 Summary of Completed Tasks 
Significant progress was made during the Year 2 reporting period toward completing all 
SWMP required Public Participation tasks. 
 
Public Meetings (PP-1) 
PP-1 required the City to hold two public meetings during Years 2 and 4.  As such he City’s 
SWMP and Storm Water Program was presented at two separate City Council meetings. 
Approximately 20 to 30 people attended each meeting, and the meetings were aired on 
public radio (KPRL). Below is a summary of the meetings. 
 

• February 6, 2007: At this meeting City staff reported to the City Council 
concerns the Water Board has with Paso Robles first Annual Report. The 
City Council authorized staff to engage the services of a consultant to assist 
in the implementation of the City’s SWMP. 

• April 17, 2007: At this meeting, City staff and their consultant presented 
materials that will be used to educate elementary students about storm water 
quality. 

 
Effectiveness of PP-1: 
Each of the two meetings described above were well-attended. The February 6th  meeting 
was an appropriate opportunity to discuss the Regional Board’s comments on the previous 
years Annual Report. All of the Regional Board’s comments were addressed during this 
meeting, making it a valuable and effective meeting. The April 17 meeting was a good 
opportunity to expose citizens to the materials that would be taught to the City’s school-aged 
children. It is important that the City gives the public an opportunity to comment on the 
storm water quality education materials. This measurable goal was determined to be effective 
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because it increased awareness of the City Council members and the general public.  
Increased awareness among City Council will help to facilitate the approval of budgets 
related to the storm water program and the approval of new ordinances.  While increased 
public awareness will foster support within the community for new programs and 
participation in existing programs (e.g. illicit discharge reporting). 
 
Public Presentations (PP-2) 
PP-2 required the City to prepare a stock presentation that could be provided to various 
community groups and internal staff and required the City to conduct 4 to 6 presentations 
per year to community groups.  The stock presentation was developed to be a 
comprehensive overview of the City’s storm water program and was developed in a manner 
that is can be easily modified depending on the audience it is to be given to.  A copy of the 
presentation is provided in Appendix B.  In addition to developing the stock presentation, 
the City also presented information regarding storm water quality at six events during the 
2006/2007 reporting period.  The six events are summarized below (photos of the 
presentations provided are also included in Appendix B):   
 

• Community Development Staff, March 7, 2007: At this meeting Community 
Development staff met with developers and contractors, and discussed storm 
water quality. 

• Daniel Lewis Middle School, March 26, 2007: There were over 100 junior high 
students in attendance along with their teachers. Storm water brochures, fact 
sheets, and a watershed model were used. 

• Senior Citizens Community Center, April 5, 2007: City staff made a presentation 
during a lunch hour information meeting. Approximately 40 people were in 
attendance. 

• Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, May 8, 2007: This Committee 
consists of residents in the City of Paso Robles. They meet once a month. Staff 
presented the City’s goals and educational materials. 

• Pat Butler School, May 29, 2007: Storm water educational materials were 
presented to about 50-60 fourth grade students and their teachers, Suzanne 
Williams and Trina Nicklaus. 

• Rotary Club, May 31, 2007: Over 120 in attendance at this meeting. Storm water 
fact sheets and brochures were distributed and a presentation was made 
regarding storm water quality.  A Boy Scout, who installed “Dump No Waste – 
Drains to Creek” decals on City street inlets, also attended the meeting and made 
a brief presentation about the work he’s done. 

 
Effectiveness of PP-2 
The City’s six presentations were presented to a range of citizens from differing 
backgrounds.  This strategy ensured the City was able to reach a wide audience and increase 
storm water awareness within the general public.  The increase in storm water awareness is 
not limited to only those individuals that heard a presentation first hand but also hopefully 
was passed along the knowledge to another citizen who was not present at the presentation.  
Much of the feedback received at the presentations was related to citizens stating that the 
presentation was valuable and that they learned something about storm water that they 
previously did not know.  Therefore it has been determined that providing the presentation 
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to community groups is an effective measurable goal.    
 
Web Page (PP-3) 
PP-3 required the city to include a Comment Form as part of the City’s web page to provide 
a mechanism for the general public to comment on the City’s storm water program web 
page.  The Comment Form was on the City’s website from September 2006 to April 2007.  
During that period no comments were received by the City through the Comment Form 
included on the web page.  Therefore the City modified the form to be more relevant to 
reporting illegal discharges to increase use of the form and general use of the storm water 
website. 
 
Effectiveness of PP-3: 
As stated above, no comments related to storm water were received through the City’s 
general comment form on the website.  However, once the Illegal Discharge Reporting 
Form was uploaded to the website, 2 illegal discharges were reported through the Illegal 
Discharge Reporting Form.  All 4 discharge reports were evaluated and addressed by the 
City.  Therefore the City has determined that the illegal discharge reporting form is an 
effective tool for implementing the City’s illegal discharge program but the general comment 
form was not effective.  The City will continue to monitor use of the form to determine if it 
requires modification to increase its effectiveness. 
 
Public Presentations (PP-5) 
PP-5 required the City to provide storm water related training to staff required to implement 
storm water program requirements. The Measurable Goal also required the City to provide 
surveys before and after training to gauge the level of storm water knowledge and awareness 
among staff.  The City was only required to provide one training class but actually provided 
2 training classes during Year 2.  The First Training class was provided on February 23, 2007 
by City Staff in conjunction with the Department of Fish and Game.  The focus of the 
training was how to protect water bodies affected by urban runoff generated from the City.  
At the training City Staff was provided a quiz to gauge their level of knowledge regarding 
water quality and the habitat that the City’s water bodies provide (Samples of the surveys are 
included in Appendix B).  
 
The second training was provided to City Staff and a storm water consultant on               
May 4, 2007.  In the morning all Public Works staff received the stock presentation and 
questions were asked verbally to gauge the level of storm water related knowledge among.  
Throughout the rest of the day focused training was provided by the storm water consultant 
relating to the day-to-day storm water responsibilities of various staff members.  The groups 
that received the focused training were: 
 

• Construction Inspectors- Received instruction on how to complete a Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Inspection, common pitfalls of construction site 
BMPs, and enforcement actions. 

• Maintenance and Clerical Staff- Received instruction on the appropriate 
processing of illegal discharges.  The reporting forms, types of illicit 
discharges they may see or have reported, and the process by which to 
address and illicit discharge.  
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• Engineering Staff- Received instruction regarding SWPPP approval, 
sediment and erosion control plan approval, post construction BMPs, post 
construction BMP plan check requirements and the proposed post 
construction storm water ordinance.  

• Maintenance Staff- Received training on the Outfall Inspection Program, 
daily maintenance operations storm water requirements, and illicit discharge 
detection and elimination.   

 
Effectiveness of PP-5: 
The verbal feedback received from staff after the February 23, 2007 training indicated that 
the training was effective in raising awareness amongst staff but also highlighted that staff 
required additional training related to their actual day-to-day storm water responsibilities.  
Therefore the City determined that training specific to the implementation of storm water 
program requirements was needed for each of the departments responsible for 
implementation. This training was provided on May 4, 2007.  This training was proven to be 
effective because City staff is now able to implement new storm water processes 
successfully. 
3.2 Proposed Task Modifications 
Proposed modifications to the SWMP were proposed to the Regional Board during a 
meeting with staff in March of 2007 and then again submitted to the Regional Board in a 
revised SWMP on July 25, 2007.  Below is a summary of the changes proposed for this 
section and why a specific change is necessary:   
 

• PP- is being modified to provide consistency between the measurable goal as 
stated in the text and as stated in the measurable goal matrix, Table 5-1 in the 
SWMP. In the text the measurable goals states that 6 presentations per year 
will be provided while in the Table it is stated that 4 per year would be 
provided.  Per previous discussions with Regional Board Staff the text and 
the table will be modified to both state that 5 presentations per year will be 
completed.   

 

3.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
During the next reporting period the City will continue to implement required activities of 
Public Participation and Involvement component of the SMWP.  The focus of 
implementation of this SMWP component is to encourage public to participation, to foster 
support amongst City Council Members, and to develop a basis of community members 
who support the City’s efforts and take ownership over the water quality of the City’s 
receiving waters.  Table 3-1 identifies the specific BMPs that will be implemented. 
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Table-3-1 
Public Participation and Involvement Activities  

for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 
Task Description of Activity  

PP-2 
Public Presentations 

1. Provide 5 storm water related presentations to 
community groups.   

PP-3 
Web Page 

1.  Continue to monitor use of the Illegal 
Discharge Form on the website. 
2.  Address Illegal Discharges reported on the 
website. 

PP-4 
Volunteer Creek Clean-
ups 
 

1.  PP-4 requires the City to organize a creek 
cleanup day prior to the start of the 2007/2008 
rainy season.   
2.  Identify sampling spots up and down stream of 
the cleanup to evaluate whether or not the 
cleanup effectively addressed the water quality of 
the receiving water.   
3.  Track the number of people who participate in 
the clean-up and provide sample results in the 
2007/2008 Annual Report. 

PP-5 
City Employee 
Training 
 

1. The City will provide annual storm water 
training to City Staff responsible for 
implementing any SWMP requirements.  This 
training will focus on the successful completion of 
daily activities related to storm water and the 
implementation of BMPs while completing 
general activities.   
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4 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination      
 
The City has developed an Illicit Discharge Program that was designed to prevent the 
discharges of pollutants to receiving waters associated with illicit activities, non-storm water 
discharges and illegal dumping.  The Illicit Discharge Program was designed to be 
comprehensive and to not only utilize City Staff to identify illicit discharges but to also 
encourage the general public to identify and report illicit discharges.  The program the City 
created utilizes reporting forms, elimination and detection processes, and a tracking system. 
The development of the Illicit Discharge Program began in January 2007 and was fully 
implemented by May 2007.  In addition, the City has mapped and identified all of the City’s 
storm drain outfalls and also chosen a group of targeted outfall.  A program was also 
established to assist the City in inspecting outfalls and targeted and reporting on their 
condition.  
 
The above listed Illicit Discharge BMPs are expected to be effective over the course of the 
program. Monitoring the City’s outfalls and targeting problematic outfalls will improve water 
quality in the City’s receiving waters. Once the City’s Illicit Discharge ordinance is finalized it 
will give the City leverage to demand proper handling of wastes. 
 
4.1 Summary of Completed Tasks    
Significant progress was made during the Year 2 reporting period toward completing the 
Illicit Discharge related tasks.  These completed tasks are summarized below. 
 
Enforcement Authorities (ID-1) 
The City developed an illicit discharge reporting form in Year 1.  The City modified this 
form in Year 2, to be user friendly and to provide for all of the information required to 
address, eliminated, and track illicit discharges.  This form is available at City Hall, via the 
website and upon request (Appendix C).  The form identifies the type of illicit discharge, the 
location of the illicit discharge, the receiving water potentially affected, and where the 
discharge was located.  During the 2006/2007 reporting period the City received ten reports 
of illicit discharges.  All complaints were evaluated and resolved.  In most cases, follow-
through has been handled either by staff in Public Works or Code Enforcement (Police 
Department). See attached reporting forms for details. . 
 
The City received two comments from staff regarding the new form. The first comment was 
that staff thought it would be easier to use the form if it was in excel and the second 
comment was in relation to how a specific illicit discharge reports were processed and closed 
out.  The first comment was immediately addressed and the form was transferred into an 
Excel format.  The second comment required more evaluation to truly understand it enough 
to fix the problem.  Initially there was a discrepancy between how the discharges that were 
transferred to Maintenance and the discharges that were transferred to by Code 
Enforcement were processed.  This was creating confusion amongst City Staff especially the 
Administration Personnel who fielded the illicit discharge reported that are reported via 
telephone.  Therefore upon receiving this complaint, the City determined that an official 
illicit discharge reporting, elimination and tracking process needed to be developed.  A 
memo outlining this process is included in Appendix C, titled “Outfall Inspection Program.”  
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Basically the new process is a decision tree by which City Staff can follow to ensure an illicit 
discharge is dealt with in the proper and timely manner.  Copies of the illicit discharge 
reports are located in Appendix C.   
 
ID-1 also required the modifications of the City’s Standard Details and Specifications to 
address the Design Standards included in Attachment 4 of the General Permit. It was 
determined through discussions with Regional Board staff that the City’s Standard Design 
Details would not be modified until after the City’s post construction storm water ordinance 
was approved.  However, to ensure the requirements of the City’s illicit discharge program 
are adhered to in new construction projects the City requires all new development projects 
to implement treatment control, sources control BMPs and temporary construction site 
BMP related to the reduction, detection and elimination of illicit discharges.  The City not 
only requires the BMPs to be implemented but ensures they are implemented through the 
plan check process, building permit process and through construction site inspections.   
 
Effectiveness ID-1: 
The feedback from staff indicates that the modified Illicit Discharge Reporting Form and 
the development of the evaluation, detection and elimination process has been effective tool 
for identifying and eliminating illicit discharges.  Staff has indicated that the modified forms 
are easy to use and that typically the illicit discharges are easy to find.  Staff also reported that 
2 of the 10 illicit discharge reports were unfounded.  The City believes that these unfounded 
reports are better than no reports because at least is shows the public’s awareness of illicit 
discharges has increased.   
 
As stated previously City Staff made recommendations for improving the forms and the 
overall illicit discharge process.  The City was able to implement all of these 
recommendations during the Year 2 reporting year.  Placing the Illegal Discharge Report 
form online has proven to be effective.  Since the form was placed on the website the City 
has received 4 illicit discharge reports which is an increase over the previous year.  
Additional public education focused on illicit discharge reporting should increase the 
effectiveness of this BMP.  In addition, the approval of the City’s illicit discharge ordinance 
will provide the City with the legal authority to address all illicit discharges in a timely 
manner.   
 
The long-term effectiveness of incorporating illicit discharge requirements into the project 
design and construction process is difficult to measure because the program has not been in 
effect long enough to generate any real data.  However, it can be stated that the 
incorporation of these requirements into the development process has been effective in the 
short-term because they are actually include in site plans.  For example all new developments 
are required to implement treatment BMPs (which can remove pollutants generated by illicit 
discharges), source control measures (such as designated waste management areas which can 
keep pollutants from coming into contact with storm water runoff in the first place, and 
temporary construction site illicit discharge BMPs (which assist contractors and construction 
staff with identifying illicit discharges and eliminating them once identified).  

 
Hazardous Waste and Material Management (ID-2) 
ID-2 required the City to develop a form to report hazardous material waste, liquid wastes, 
and spills which have the potential to come into contact with storm water runoff.  The illicit 



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 25 

discharge form that was developed under ID-1, once modified included sections that identify 
whether or not a spill or discharge was hazardous waste or some other type of a harmful 
material.  The hazardous waste information was incorporated into the general illicit discharge 
form because it became apparent that two forms were confusing and that other entities 
besides the official responders to hazardous waste and material spills could come across a 
hazardous waste or material spill illicit discharge.  Therefore the City felt it was important to 
develop one comprehensive form that is to be used for all reports of illicit discharges.  This 
modified form compliments the required reporting that is completed by fire department 
when addressing these types of incidents.  In addition, all major spills of hazardous waste or 
hazardous material are reported through the State of California’s Office of Emergency 
Services (OES), who in turn contacts any affected Federal, State and Local agencies.  When 
an incident of this nature occurs, City Staff fills out the illicit discharge form and all legally 
required reporting is completed.  Illicit discharge forms were distributed to the City’s 
Department of Emergency Services, the Fire Department, the Integrated Waste 
Management Board, and the Paso Robles Waste Deposal.    
 
Effectiveness: 
Feedback from City Staff, and the fact that all legitimate illicit discharges were eliminated or 
otherwise addressed indicates that the illicit discharge reporting form and process developed 
under ID-2 are both effective in reducing and/or eliminating illicit discharges.  The modified 
form has proven to be more effective than the original form because it is more user friendly 
and therefore the general public and staff are more willing to use it.   
 
Storm Drain Mapping (ID-3)  
Per the requirements of ID-3 the City’s storm drains and outfalls were mapped using GIS 
and field verification.  The City originally identified a total of 55 outfalls.  During the storm 
drain verification process a total of a total of 117 total storm drain outfalls were identified 
within the City limits.  The maps include major pipes and outfalls.  The purpose of the 
Storm Drain Mapping requirement is to provide City Staff with a basis for finding discharge 
locations, inventorying the storm drain system, and to detect, evaluated and eliminate illicit 
discharges.  Although the City’s storm drain mapping was completed during Year one as 
previously reported, the City did review the mapping to ensure it was consistent and to 
ensure all “targeted outfalls” were identified.   
 
Effectiveness: 
Mapping the City’s outfalls was necessary for the City to accurately track problematic 
discharges and to visually monitor water quality entering the City’s receiving waters. The 
City’s outfall maps were used to identify target outfalls and inspect the City’s targeted 
outfalls during the 2006/2007 reporting period.  Therefore it has been determined that ID-3 
is an effective BMP. 
 
Identification of Illicit Discharges and Connections (ID-4) 
ID-4 required the city to identify targeted outfalls that would be inspected on a routine basis 
of twice per year.  Originally the City had identified 55 outfalls total and 4 “targeted” 
outfalls.  ID-4 required the City to inspect 50% of the “non-targeted” outfalls each year and 
the “targeted” outfalls twice per year.  Therefore the City inspected approximately 28 “non-
targeted” outfalls once and the 4 “targeted outfalls” twice in Year 2.  These twice per year 
inspections of the “targeted outfalls” were completed in October 2006 and April 2007.  in 
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May 2007 the City began completing the inspections of 50% (28) of the remaining non-
targeted outfalls 
 
Upon completion of the storm drain mapping verification process a total of 117 outfalls was 
identified.  Of these 117 outfalls the City determined that there were a total of 61 outfalls 
that should be considered “targeted outfalls”.  These “targeted outfalls” will be inspected 
twice per year, beginning in Year 3.  To make the determination of what constitutes a 
“targeted outfall” the City hired a consultant to determine a new definition for a “targeted 
outfalls”.  These new “targeted outfalls” were identified based on proximity to the receiving 
water or outfalls; and those that have a “high risk” of receiving illicit discharges.  Based on 
this assessment the City identified a total of 61 ‘targeted outfalls’ that will be inspected twice 
per year beginning in Year 3 and 116 outfalls in total.  The new “targeted outfalls” were not 
inspected twice per year in Year 2 because they were identified in May after the “targeted 
outfall” inspections were complete.   
 
As previously stated, the City conducted inspections of 50% of the non-targeted outfalls.  
Examples of these completed inspection forms are included in Appendix C.  Also included 
in Appendix C is a memo regarding the selection of new “targeted outfalls”, an outfall 
inspection procedure handout, the new outfall inspection form, and the list of the new 
“targeted outfalls”.  No illicit discharges were identified during the inspections of the 
“targeted outfall” and the “non-targeted outfalls”.  However there were a few new outfalls 
that were identified and will be added to the storm drain map during Year 3; there were 
outfalls with locked grates over them that prohibited a thorough inspection; there were 
outfalls that could not be located; and there were modified outfalls that were not identified 
on the storm drain mapping.  All of these observations will be incorporated into the storm 
drain mapping when the mapping is updated during Year 3.  The update for Year 2 consisted 
of the storm drain outfall verification completed by the consultant, the identification of new 
“targeted outfalls” and field verification of outfalls conducted during the “non-targeted 
outfall” inspection program.   
 
Effectiveness: 
Overall the City has determined that the implementation of ID-4 was very effective.  The 
City established an outfall inspection program that was favorably received by staff and 
successfully implemented, additional targeted outfalls were identified, and the outfall 
inspection program and storm drain mapping update/verification process identified 
pertinent information that will be incorporated into the storm drain atlas during Year 3.  
Outfall inspections not only reduce storm water pollution through the identification and 
elimination of illicit discharges but they also are effective in educating staff about the 
intricacies of the storm drain system which will allow staff to more effectively address illicit 
discharges and spill because finding them will be much more time efficient.  
 
Education and Outreach (ID-5) 
ID-5 required the City to develop an Illegal Dumping Brochure as part of the 
implementation of ID-2 and ID-4.  This brochure provided an overview of the City’s illegal 
dumping program, stated that illegal dumping and illicit connections are prohibited, 
explained what illegal discharges are and why they are harmful to the City’s receiving waters.  
The Illegal Dumping Brochure was mailed to all residents, is available at City Hall and on the 
City’s website and is provided to the public at educational events. The brochure is included 



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 27 

as Appendix C.  Once the Illicit Discharge ordinance is passed all individuals cited for illicit 
discharges will be provided the brochure. This was not completed in Year 2 because the City 
lacks the authority to provide a citation for illicit discharges because the illicit discharge 
ordinance will not be passed until Year 3. 
 
Effectiveness of ID-5: 
The Illegal Dumping Brochure has been determined to be an effective way in which to 
decrease illicit discharges and dumping, provide information material to the public and to 
encourage the public to report such incidences.  When the Illegal Dumping Brochure was 
mailed to all residents in May the City immediately started receiving illicit discharge reports. 
In total 10 illicit discharges were reported by the public after the brochure was mailed out.  
Of the 10 illicit discharges, 8 of them were regarding the improper disposal of vegetated 
matter and two of the reports were related to vehicles leaking oil and/or grease.  Of the 10 
reported, code enforcement responded to 7, of which 2 of which were determined upon 
further investigation to be unfounded.  The City anticipates that they overall effectiveness 
and public participation in the Illicit Discharge program will increase next reporting year 
because the Illicit Discharge Ordinance will be approved by City Council and the City will 
have even more opportunity to education the public as to the importance of illicit discharge 
detection and elimination.   
 
Illicit Discharge Ordinance (ID-6) 
ID-6 requires the City to develop and adopt an illicit discharge ordinance.  The text of the 
SWMP states that the ordinance will be completed in Year 2, while the Measurable Goals 
Matrix, Table 6-1 of the SWMP, indicates that the illicit discharge ordinance will be 
completed in Year 3.  Therefore the City discussed the issue with the Regional Board and it 
was determined that the illicit discharge ordinance would be completed in Year 3.  However, 
the City proceeded ahead and developed a draft ordinance in Year 2 to facilitate timely 
approval of the final ordinance in Year 3. 
 
Effectiveness of ID-6- 
It is not possible measure the effectiveness of this BMP at this time because it is a work in 
progress and will not be finalized until Year 3.  However, the ordinance is expected to be 
effective in reducing illicit discharges. 
 
4.2 Proposed Task Modifications 
Proposed modifications to the SWMP were proposed to the Regional Board during a 
meeting with staff in March of 2007 and then again submitted to the Regional Board in a 
revised SWMP in July 2007.  Below is a summary of the changes proposed for this section 
and justification for why a specific change is necessary:   
 

• ID-1- The Engineering Standards will be modified not in Year 2 as stated in 
the SWMP but will be modified in Year 3.  The reason for this change is that 
the City would like to modify the design standards once because the require 
major revision and this revision is best completed once the post-construction 
storm water and illicit discharge ordinances are complete. Because the 
Regional Board has requested the opportunity to review and comment on all 
storm water related ordinances, the City was not able to complete the post-



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 28 

construction storm water ordinance in Year 2.  In addition, the City feels it is 
very important to develop a comprehensive and thorough set of storm water 
design standards therefore it was decided in coordination with Regional 
Board Staff that the design standards would be completely modified in Year 
3. 

• ID-6- As previously explained, ID-6 which requires the development of an 
illicit discharge ordinance was inconsistent between the text in the SWMP 
and Table 6-1 of the SWMP.  The text indicated that the ordinance would be 
completed in Year 2, while the text indicated that it would be completed in 
Year 3.  Therefore through discussion with Regional Board staff it was 
determined that the ordinance would be completed in Year 3.  However, as 
also previously stated the City developed a draft of the ordinance in Year 2. 

• ID-7 will be added as a new BMP and will require both grading ordinance 
and the post construction storm water ordinance to be reviewed to ensure 
they are consistent with the Illicit Discharge Ordinance that will be approved 
in Year 3.  If inconsistencies are identified a plan will be developed to correct 
the discrepancy between the ordinances.  

 
4.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
During the 2007/2008 Reporting period, the City will complete the Draft version of the 
Illicit Discharge Ordinance. 
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Table-4-1 

Illicit Detection Activities for the  
for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 

Task Description of Activity  
ID-1 
Continue 
Implementation of the 
Illicit Discharge 
Program. 

1.  Continue to implement program as identified 
in the Illicit Discharge Reporting, Detection, 
Elimination and Tracking Memo. 
2.  Continue to provide form to the public.  
3.  Revise the Engineering Standards to 
incorporate illicit discharge/nonstorm water 
requirements from Attachment 4 of the Permit.  

ID-2- 
Continue the use of the 
Illicit Discharge Form 
for reporting incidents 
involving hazardous 
wastes, spills, etc.  

1.  Evaluate whether or not the form is still 
effective for these types of incidents. 
 

ID-3- 
Update Storm Drain 
Mapping 

1.  Update storm drain mapping based upon data 
gathered during the implementation of ID-3 in 
Year 2. 
2.  Confirm that the “targeted outfall” list is still 
correct. 

ID-4 
Identification of Illicit 
Discharges 

1. Complete twice yearly inspections of “targeted 
outfalls”.  
2.  Complete an inspection of 50% of the “non-
targeted” outfalls.  
3. Respond to reports of illicit discharges/illegal 
dumping and track responses. 

ID-5 
Education and 
Outreach 

1.  Continue to distribute Illicit Discharge 
Brochure.   
2.  Provide to those cited for an Illicit Discharges 
once the illicit discharge ordinance is adopted by 
city council.  

ID-6 
Illicit Discharge 
Ordinance 

1.  The illicit discharge ordinance was drafted in 
Year 2 but will be completed in Year 3. 

ID-7 
Ordinance Review 

1.  Upon approval of the illicit discharge 
Ordinance the grading ordinance and the post 
construction ordinance will be reviewed to ensure 
they are consistent with the new ordinance.   
2.  If inconsistencies are identified a plan will be 
developed to address them. 
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5 Construction Site Runoff Control  
During the Year 2 reporting year, the City implemented many improvements to the 
Construction Site Storm Water Program.  The activities completed were not necessarily 
required by the SWMP, but were selected for implementation because the City determined 
that a greater degree of oversight would decrease the potential for polluted storm water 
discharges to occur as the result of construction activities within the City.  Most of the 
improvements are process related and will not only facilitate protection of storm water 
quality but will also enhance the City’s documentation of compliance.   
 
5.1 Summary of Completed Tasks   
Significant progress was made during the Year 2 reporting period toward completing the 
Construction Site Runoff Control related tasks.  These completed tasks are summarized 
below. 
 
Construction Outreach and Information Materials (CS-3) 
CS-3 required the City to develop a Construction BMPs Handout that outlines the storm 
water pollution prevention requirements for all construction jobs completed within the City.  
The fact sheet created is titled “Construction Site Storm Water Quality Requirements” and is 
located in Appendix D.  The handout provides an overview of the City’s construction storm 
water program identifies potential pollutants of concern, discusses BMP requirement and 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) documentation and general site 
requirements.  The handout is not only applicable to those projects that require a SWPPP 
but also applies to projects that will disturb less than one acre of soil area.  The handout is 
provided to all parties who request or have a grading permit.  To date approximately 45 
Construction Site Storm Water Quality Requirements handouts have been provided to the 
public.  In addition, the handout has been provided to all construction site inspection staff.  
 
Effectiveness of CS-3 
The long-term effectiveness of CS-3 is difficult to determine at this time due to the fact that 
the Handouts were developed in April 2007.  However, verbal feedback from the public and 
contractors indicate that they handouts can be considered effective in the short-term because 
they provide clear direction on the City’s expectations for site management and SWPPP 
documentation.  The handout contains an extensive list of the items that are required in all 
SWPPPs.  This list has helped to eliminate confusion amongst City staff and contractors 
related to SWPPP documentation.  The long-term effectiveness of the BMP will be 
determined by analyzing compliance trends on construction sites through the now 
formalized City SWPPP Oversight Inspection Program. For example, if at the end of Year 3 
the City determines that improper use of concrete washout is occurring at a high rate, it may 
be determined the concrete washout portion of the handout is not effective.  The City will 
then modify the handout or develop an additional handout to increase its effectiveness. 
 
5.2 Proposed Task Modifications  
The Construction Site Runoff Control Measurable Goals were modified in the revised 
SWMP that was submitted to Regional Board Staff in July 2007.  Because the modifications 
were made after then end of the reporting year, the Summary of Completed Tasks above still 



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 31 

utilizes the old BMP identification system.  Below are descriptions of the changes:   
 

• CS-1 is now a new BMP, Develop City SWPPP Inspection Oversight 
Program.  The measurable goal language (regarding documenting compliance 
and compliance trends) that was included in the original CS-1 and CS-2 is 
now combined into the new CS-1.  The language that was included in the 
measurable goal for the original CS-2 (Adoption of Existing BMP Manuals) 
was actually a typo and was not relevant to the original CS-2, Adoption of 
Existing BMP Manual. 

• The original CS-1 (Revise Grading Ordinance) is now CS-2.  The portion 
(CS-1 A) of the original CS-1 has been moved to the new CS-1 and is not 
required under the new CS-2.   

• The original CS-2 Adoption of BMP Manuals is now CS-3.  In addition, as 
previously stated the measurable goal that was identified for the original CS-2 
was a typo and did not pertain to the BMP description.  Therefore the 
measurable goal for the new CS-3 (which is the original CS-2) now reads:  

 “Adopt construction site BMP manual in Year 3.  The Manual that will be 
adopted will be referenced in the Revise Grading ordinance. In addition, in 
Year 3 the existing City Standard Drawings and Notes related to temporary 
BMPs will be analyzed for consistency with the requirements of the adopted 
manual and the revised grading ordinance.  During Year 4 the standard 
drawings and notes will be modified if any inconsistencies are were identified 
during the evaluation conducted during Year 3”.   

• The original CS-3 (Prepare Construction Community Outreach/Information 
Materials) is now CS-4.  CS-3 was completed in Year 2 and the measurable 
goal was not modified from the original measurable goal.   

 
These modifications appear significant but are more related to easing confusion than 
removing a previous commitment.  The original set of BMPs for Construction Site Storm 
Water Runoff did not provide the City with a comprehensive system for approving SWPPPs, 
providing oversight SWPPP inspections, determining compliance trends and developing the 
documentation necessary for Annual Reporting.  Compliance analysis was spread over 3 
different BMPs under the old system and is now under one BMP, CS-1 under the new 
system.  The City has determined that the new system of BMPs will help facilitate 
compliance and ease confusion of City Staff.  The Measurable Goal Matrix (Table 7-1) of the 
SWMP was modified per the changes described above.  
 
The new CS-1 included tasks that were completed in Year 2 and therefore the activities that 
were completed are identified below. 
 
New BMP Added CS-1 Activities Completed Not Identified As a Measurable Goal- 
In addition to completing all Measurable Goals identified by the SWMP, the City also 
completed additional activities not required by the SWMP.  These additional activities 
focused on establishing processes to allow the City to have greater oversight of construction 
activities that are completed within the City.  The activities that were completed are 
summarized below: 
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• SWPPP Review Form-A SWPPP document review form was developed to assist the 
City’s engineering staff in reviewing SWPPP documents for completion and 
compliance.  The form provides a check list of required components of the 
document, a checklist for maps and exhibit requirements, a BMP checklist and 
ensures other required miscellaneous items are contained within the document. 
When a plan checker receives a SWPPP for review the will utilize the list to ensure 
the SWPPP is compliant with the General Construction Permit, the City’s SWMP, 
and will provide adequate protection of storm water quality during construction.  
The City will utilize the SWPPP Review Forms to analyze overall compliance at the 
end of the year. If the SWPPP Review Form review indicates that there is a trend of 
a specific problem (for example SWPPP certifications are not included) the City can 
then focus outreach activities on correcting the deficiency.  

 
• Construction Site SWPPP Inspection Form-The City developed a Construction Site 

SWPPP Inspection Form to facilitate the documentation of SWPPP oversight 
inspections completed by the City.  In addition this form will help the City monitor 
the overall adequacy BMP implementation on construction sties.  If a specific BMP 
has a trend of being installed inadequately the City can focus outreach effort on the 
deficiency.  In addition to the development of the form, form instructions for 
utilizing the form were developed and provided to all construction inspection staff. 

 
Effectiveness of the New CS-1: 
The long-term effectives of the additional tasks completed, has not been determined due to 
the short amount of time they have been utilized.  However in the short-term, the forms 
have been determined to be effective because the have increased the City’s documentation 
efforts and have provided the City with a framework for establishing SWPP document 
review procedures and site inspection procedures.  In addition, the two new forms have 
served to increase staff’s knowledge of SWPPP requirements within the City.  

  
5.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
The Tasks that will be completed during Year 3 (identified below) are those tasks required by 
the revised measurable goals described above.   
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Table-5-1 
Construction Site Storm Water Control  

for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 
Task Description of Activity  

CS-1 SWPPP 
Inspection Oversight 
Program 

1.  Finalize SWPPP Inspection Oversight 
Program. Including identifying site inspection 
frequencies, processes, and compliance tracking 
mechanisms. 
2.  Train staff on new Inspection Program. 

CS-2  
Enforcement Authority  

1.  Revised Grading Ordinance to include all 
Permit required measures. 
 

CS-3 
BMP Manual 

1. Adopt existing construction site BMP manual. 
2. Review existing design standards, drawings, and 
notes to determine if they are consistent with the 
new manual and the adopted ordinance. 
3. Develop list of inconsistencies determined 
during the completion of 2 to be addressed during 
Year 4.   
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6 Post Construction Site Runoff Control 
 
During Year 2, the City made advancements in the implementation of the Post Construction 
Program.  Perhaps the most important advancement was the preparation of the City’s Post 
Construction Storm Water Ordinance.  The ordinance was developed in conjunction with 
the Regional Board and will be finalized during Year 3 of SWMP implementation.  Although 
the City’s Post Construction Storm Water Ordinance is not finalized, the City has required 
new development and redevelopment projects to incorporate storm water treatment controls 
and sources control measures.  The City has worked with Regional Board staff to develop an 
ordinance that ensures pollution in storm water runoff is reduced to the maximum extent 
practicable (MEP) from new development and redevelopment projects and that adheres to 
the requirements of Attachment 4 of the General Permit.  Upon approval of this ordinance, 
the City will develop design guidance related to post construction storm water measures, 
including: treatment controls, source controls, and low impact development measures.  Post 
construction related activities completed during Year 2 included plan review forms, 
inspection of storm water devices in construction and the development of treatment control 
and source control fact sheets.  The summary of tasks below and the proposed 
modifications were discussed with Regional Board Staff and proposed as modifications in 
the July 2007 SWMP revision.   
 

6.1 Summary of Completed Tasks 
Significant progress was made during the 2006/2007 reporting period toward completing the 
Post Construction Storm Water Management tasks.  These completed tasks are summarized 
below. 
 
Land Use Policies in the General Plan (PC-1)  
PC-1 A. required the City to inspect all completed projects for implementation of structural 
runoff controls.  Located in Appendix E is the Post Construction Storm Water Measure 
Tracking Sheet.  This tracking sheet documents the new development and redevelopment 
projects that were completed during Year 2 and the storm water measures that were 
implemented.  Inspections of completed storm water measures were completed through by 
the City’s Building Inspection Program.  The City’s Building Inspection Program regulates 
construction activities within the City.  All of the post-construction treatment control 
measures identified in the Post Construction Storm Water Control Tracking Sheet were 
inspected during construction and upon completion of construction to ensure they were 
constructed properly (per plan) and to ensure they would be effective in removing 
pollutants.  The City requires all storm water to be approved prior project completion being 
granted by the City.  Any deficiencies noted during the inspection process are required to be 
corrected prior to final inspection and approval.  Therefore out of the five construction 
projects that had post construction storm water control treatment measures there were no 
projects that had major deficiencies identified upon the final inspection.  However there was 
one project, the Ravine Water Park that did have storm water issues related to the water 
filtration system and water storage tanks that are utilized during the water filtration process.  
The project as designed did not have a method by which to capture non-storm water in the 
event that the tank failed or if there was a discharge that occurred while transferring water 
from the Tanks to the truck that hauls away the dirty water.  The newly constructed Ravine 
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Water Park is located near storage near by Huero Huero Creek and for this reason the City 
required the Water Park to address all deficiencies.  To address these deficiencies the Water 
Park Operated committed to constructing a check dam in the downstream, on-site drainage 
course that could accommodate a minimum of 10,000 gallons or construct a secondary 
containment area around the tank that would be able to hold 10,000 gallons of no-storm 
water.  The operator committed to implementing one of these methods by September 1, 
2007.  The City will follow-up with the owner/operator to determine if the issued was 
resolved during Year 3.  PC-1 A also requires the inspection of storm water treatment 
controls by Maintenance on an annual basis once construction is completed.  The storm 
water measures identified in on the Post Construction BMP Tracking Sheet were just 
completed during Year 2 and the City does not yet have the legal authority to inspect storm 
water measures located on private property.  Once the City’s post construction storm water 
ordinance is approved in Year 3, the City will have obtained the required authority to inspect 
these measures on private property.  Therefore their first Annual post construction 
inspection will take place during Year 3.    
 
The original PC-1 B required the City to update the General Plan to include the design 
standards required by Attachment 3 of the Permit.  However upon evaluation by the City 
and in coordination with Regional Board Staff, the City determined that the General Plan 
was not the appropriate document to include design standards in because the General Plan 
would not facilitate the same high level of compliance and allow for enforcement that an 
ordinance adopted into the Municipal Code would.  Therefore PC-1 B was modified to state 
that the City would develop a Post Construction Storm Water Ordinance in Year 2 and 
would finalize the ordinance in Year 3.  This draft ordinance (Appendix E) was developed in 
Year 2, reviewed internally at the City and by the Regional Board.  The City will adopt the 
ordinance in Year 3.  As stated previously, even though the ordinance was not finalized and 
adopted in Year 2, the City still required the implementation of Treatment Controls on new 
construction and redevelopment projects.  The City will begin the development of detailed 
design criteria for treatment BMP in Year 3.  Therefore in Year 2 to ensure treatment BMPs 
were designed to according to an accepted design criteria the City required developers to 
utilize existing design criteria established by the City of Salinas (which was still in draft form 
at the time of the Annual Report preparation) and Contra Costa County.  The measures 
were implemented to address the requirements of Attachment 4 of the General Permit.  
When completing treatment BMP selection the City required the developers to first evaluate 
the feasibility of infiltration.  Infiltration effectively addresses pollutants of concern 
applicable to urban development and can address many concerns related to 
hydromodification.  All projects were also required to implement source control measures 
such as vegetated surface protections systems, materials handling and waste management 
areas, and storm drain markings.   
 
Effectiveness: 
PC-1A is an effective BMP which allows the City to ensure post construction runoff 
controls are designed and constructed properly to ensure they effectively reduce pollutants in 
storm water runoff.  The new Post-Construction Storm Water Control Measure Tracking 
Sheet allows the City to keep an ongoing list of completed construction projects that have 
storm water control measures.  This list will be utilized to track the number and types of 
storm water measures implemented and will also be utilized by Maintenance to identify those 
measures that will require annual inspection.  In addition, it can also be determined that the 
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City requiring the implementation of storm water treatment controls for projects does 
reduce pollutant loading and addresses potential downstream impacts related to increases in 
impervious surfaces.  All of the post construction treatment BMPs were required to have a 
water quality component and to mitigate peak flows through retention or infiltration.   
 
City Policy and Process Revisions (PC-2)  
PC-2 A requires the City to evaluate all City Funded Projects for construction and 
implementation of water quality control measures.  During Year 2 the City did not complete 
any City funded projects that required the incorporation of treatment measures.  The City 
did review all City buildings to evaluate the feasibility of disconnecting the roof-drains to 
allow storm water runoff generated from the roof tops to infiltrate into a vegetated area.   

 
PC-2 B requires the City to evaluate all City funded projects on a yearly basis for proper 
functioning and maintenance of water quality measures.  During Year 2 the City utilized 
Building Inspection Staff to inspect storm water quality measures during construction 
activities to ensure that they had the proper temporary and permanent storm water BMPs 
implemented.  The City staff did find any major deficiencies on the sites.  All of the 
permanent storm water measures including source control measures that were constructed 
during Year 2 will have annual inspections beginning Year 3 to evaluate their long-term 
effectiveness and to ensure they continue to function as intended.   
 
PC-2 C required the City to track enforcement actions take on conditioned projects. The 
City did track enforcement issues and only had to complete enforcement activities for one 
project.  The low number of enforcement actions is related to the significant decrease in 
construction activities related to the poor economy at this time.  As previously stated under 
PC-1 there was one project with the Ravine Water Park in which the City required the 
property owner to add additional BMPs to reduce the potential for a non-storm water 
discharge to occur from the water filtration system.  The City also required the property 
owner to provide secondary containment for hazardous chemicals on site.  The City 
coordinated with Regional Board Staff regarding the resolution of this issue.  For further 
details please review to PC-1 A.  
 
Effectiveness: 
PC-1 is effective in that it allows the City to track compliance on both City funded projects 
and on private development projects.  PC-1 required the evaluation of projects during 
construction and post construction. Due to lack of funding many projects were not 
completed during Year 2.  The projects that were completed were inspected during 
construction and will have their first annual post-construction inspection during Year 3.  
One activity that will be completed during Year 3 to increase the effectiveness of this BMP is 
to have a combined tracking sheet for both City funded projects and private development 
projects.  This year the information was tracked in two different formats that did not lend 
themselves to be easily evaluated during annual reporting.  In addition, one tracking system 
will decrease the effort Maintenance Staff has to expend on determining where complete 
storm water measures are in order to ensure they are all inspected and maintained.  Due to 
the fact that this deficiency was not identified towards the end of the reporting year, the City 
will make all required modifications during Year 3.  In addition, the adoption of the post 
construction storm water ordinance, the development of storm water design and 
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maintenance standards, the construction SWPPP Inspection Oversight Program and the 
approval of the Illicit Discharge Ordinance will significantly increase the effectiveness of this 
BMP.   
 
Development Requirements (PC-3) 
PC-3 A is very similar in nature to the new modified PC-1 and PC-2.  It committed the City 
to preparing and ordinance to in include the provisions in Attachment 4.  PC-1 originally 
stated that the City would achieve compliance with Attachment 4 requirements by amending 
the General Plan. However as previously explained in PC-1, the City determined that it was 
more appropriate and effective to include the General Plan requirements in an ordinance 
that would be adopted into Municipal Code.  This method gives the City greater 
enforcement power and is a more manner in which to require specific design standards. The 
post construction ordinance was developed in Year 2 and will be finalized in Year 3.  The 
ordinance was not finalized in Year 2 because Regional Board staff wanted an opportunity to 
review and comment on the ordinance.  
 
PC-3 B required the City to track three innovative projects design to protect/improve water 
quality.  During Year 2 the City selected three projects that had storm water devices 
constructed that not only addressed pollutant loading but also addressed potential impacts 
related to hydro modification.  All project related information is considered public 
information and is available upon request.  During Year 3 the City will place a summary of 
the projects and the storm water devices on the website to assist public with finding the 
information.  Below is a summary of the projects selected for tracking: 
 

• Ford Dealership- The dealership constructed on Wallace Drive included the 
construction of an underground terminal retention basin that was design to 
retain the 100 year-24 hour storm event. The basin acts as an infiltration 
basin and will fully mitigate all storm water flows generated to per the design 
storm event.  The City inspected the underground infiltration system during 
construction to ensure it was built per plan and would effectively reduce 
pollution.  The City also has the record drawings for the facility which will 
be utilized to track the effectiveness of the facility for a three year period.  

• Coastal Crop Care- Coastal Crop Care is 2.5 acres and mostly consists of 
impervious surface.  Project design included fossil filters on all drain inlets, 
and an underground retention-detention structure that was designed to 
infiltrate a water quality volume designed to address the 2-year 24-hour 
storm event.  Higher flows are detained in the underground structure and 
are only allowed to be released at the 10-year flow rate.  The detention 
feature of the facility helps to address potential down stream impacts related 
to the increase in impervious surface.  The City inspected the underground 
infiltration system and the fossil filters during construction to ensure they 
were built per plan and would effectively reduce pollution.  The City also has 
the record drawings for the facility which will be utilized to track the 
effectiveness of the facility for a three year period.  

• Davis Apartments- This project consists of 0.5 acres of high density 
residential units.  Project design included an underground retention system 
that was designed to accommodate the 100 year, 24-hour storm event.  
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Storm water runoff will enter into the underground retention system and 
will infiltrate allowing the removal of pollutants from storm water runoff 
generated from events as big as and smaller than the design storm.  
Infiltration is a very effective BMP because it addresses pollutant loading as 
well as potential down-stream impacts associated with an increase in 
impervious surface.  The City inspected the underground infiltration system 
during construction to ensure it was built per plan and would effectively 
reduce pollution.  The City also has the record drawings for the facility 
which will be utilized to track the effectiveness of the facility for a three year 
period.  

 
Effectiveness of PC-3 
PC-3 includes the development of a post construction ordinance to address the requirements 
of Attachment 4 and to reduce pollution in storm water runoff generated from new 
construction and redevelopment projects. The ordinance was drafted but not adopted in 
Year 2.  Adoption will occur in Year 3.  Therefore the City is not able to determine the 
effectiveness of the ordinance is but it can be assumed that the ordinance will be effective in 
reducing pollution in storm water runoff by providing the City with the legal authority to 
require storm water measures into new projects.  The ordinance will require will both 
treatment control and source control measures, will require low impact development design, 
and will require the consideration of storm water measures during the planning phase of 
design.  These ordinance will also include and enforcement mechanism.  These components 
of the ordinance will reduce pollution in storm water runoff by requiring all projects to be 
designed per a stated standard and will allow the City to effectively address deficiencies 
through enforcement activities.  
 
PC-3 also required the City to select three projects that included storm water measures to 
track and evaluate over a three year period.  The City selected three projects that have storm 
water post construction BMPs that address not only pollutant loading but also addressed 
hyrdomodification concerns.  This BMP has been determined to be effective in the short-
term because it gives the City’s engineering staff an opportunity to increase their knowledge 
about post construction BMP which not only assist with plan approval but will also be 
helpful during the development of the storm water design standards that will be completed 
in Year 3.  The three projects can also serve as examples for private developers when 
designing storm water controls for private projects.  In the long term the BMP will be 
effective because it will provide the City with valuable information related to the long-term 
effectiveness and maintenance requirements of the various BMPs selected.  This information 
will assist the City with identifying deficiencies in the design process, design standard or with 
maintenance procedures.   
 
Permitting Process (PC-4) 
PC-4 required the City to revise the permitting process that the City has to approve new 
development and redevelopment projects.  During Year 2 the City developed forms, 
treatment BMP and source control fact sheet to document storm water compliance for 
project design.  The form that was developed is required prior to plan approval and is used 
by the developers to document the storm water control measures that are included into 
projects.  The form requires a licensed Professional Engineer to certify that all appropriate 
BMPs are incorporated into project design and comply with the City’s design criteria.  The 
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form is then submitted to the City and utilized during the plan approval process to 
determine if the project does in fact address all storm water requirements.  In addition to the 
form, the City also developed BMP Fact Sheets for treatment and source control BMPs. The 
fact sheets provide a description of each BMP, preliminary design criteria, and maintenance 
requirements.  The fact sheets will be utilized and expanded upon during the development of 
storm water design guidance that will begin preparation during Year 3 after the post 
construction storm water ordinance is finalized.  The plan approval process is a long and 
involved process that has many redundancies that ensure all required projects incorporate 
required storm water measures prior to project approval or permitting.  Therefore the only 
instance of potential non-compliance related to post construction storm water controls was 
the Ravine Water Park project, previously discussed in PC-1.  The Ravine Water Park was 
designed and approved prior to the development of the Post Construction BMP Design 
Form and all deficiencies were corrected prior to project acceptance was granted by the City. 
 
Effectiveness of PC-4 
The activities completed under PC-4 significantly increased the effectiveness of the City’s 
Post Construction Storm Water Program.  The development of the Post Construction BMP 
Form has aided City staff in determining if a specific project complies with the post-
construction storm water requirements and also places responsibility for selecting and 
designing storm water devices on the project applicant.  The development of the Fact Sheets 
also increased the available knowledge to City staff and project applicants which aids both in 
the selection and design of storm water measures.  The effectiveness of PC-4 is expected to 
increase during Year 3 due to the approval of the post-construction storm water ordinance.  
 
6.2 Proposed Task Modifications 
The modifications the City proposed to the post construction component of the SWMP are 
intended to facilitate compliance with the Permit and Attachment 4 requirements. The 
proposed modifications are summarized below: 
 

• PC-1 B-One of the major modifications the City proposed in the July 2007 
SWMP revision was to modify PC-1 B to require Attachment 4 requirements 
to be addressed through the development of an ordinance rather than 
through modification of the City’s General Plan.  As previously stated, and 
ordinance provides the City with the legal authority to more easily require the 
inclusion of storm water controls into new development and redevelopment 
projects and also provides the City with an enforcement mechanism to 
require compliance.  The General Plan does not provide the City with the 
same level of legal authority and is a document that relates more to planning 
rather than regulatory enforcement.   

• PC-2 D- This measurable goal was modified to also include the development 
of design guidance in addition to revising the City’s construction guidelines 
and design standards (plans, specifications, and general notes.).  The City 
determined this modification was necessary because the design standards 
referenced do not contain enough instructional information to ensure a 
project designer understands the requirements for designing specific storm 
water measures.  

• PC-3 was modified to clarify that an ordinance not a policy would be 
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developed to address the design standard requirements included in 
Attachment 4.  

• PC-3 A was revised to clarify that the ordinance would be developed in Year 
2 and finalized in Year 3.  The ordinance was not finalized in Year 2 because 
Regional Board Staff requested and opportunity to review and approve the 
ordinance.   

• PC-4 was revised to clarify that an ordinance would be developed instead of 
completing a revision to the City’s General Plan to require compliance with 
Attachment 4 requirements. PC-4 was also revised to state that a post 
construction storm water plan review checklist would be developed and 
utilized instead of a revised CEQA checklist for determining compliance 
with post construction storm water requirements.  It was determined that the 
plan check form was more appropriate and effective to ensure project design 
adequately addressed storm water requirements.  This determination was 
based upon the fact that the detail of design during the environmental 
documentation process lacks the specific detail necessary to evaluate and 
approve required storm water measures.  The level of project specificity 
required for this type of evaluation is not present until the project plans are 
developed after the environmental process is complete. 

 
6.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
The Tasks that will be completed during Year 3 (Table 6-1) are those tasks required by the 
revised measurable goals described above.   
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Table-6-1 
Post Construction Storm Water Control Activities 

for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 
Task Description of Activity  

PC-1 
Land Use Policies in 
General Plan 

1.  Finalize post construction storm water 
ordinance. 
2.  Begin to update design standards and develop 
design guidance. 
3. Complete annual inspections of storm water 
controls developed the previous year. 

PC-2 
City Policy and Process 
Revisions 

1.  Evaluate all City-funded projects for 
construction and implementation of BMPs. 
2.  Evaluate all City funded projects for proper 
functioning and maintenance of BMPs. 
3.  Track number of enforcement actions taken 
on projects.  
4.  Revise construction guidelines and standards, 
details, and specifications to include Attachment 4 
provisions and ordinance requirements.  
5. Combine BMP tracking for City funded 
projects and private development.  
 

PC-3 
Development 
Requirements 

1. Finilize post construction storm water 
ordinance.  
2.  Assess whether or not any other design 
standards, or policies require modification. 
3. Continue to track at least 3 innovative projects 
that were selected in Year 2, which 
protect/improve water quality. 

PC-4 
Permitting Process 

1.  Continue to track the number of permit 
applications that are returned or rejects. 
2.  Evaluate project permitting and approval 
process to ensure it adequate addresses the 
requirements of the post construction storm 
water ordinance are addressed for every new 
development and redevelopment projects.   
3.  Make modifications to the project approval 
project as necessary to address deficiencies 
identified while completing 2.   
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7 Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations  
 
The City has taken significant steps towards improving storm water runoff quality and 
reducing runoff quantity by modifying facility maintenance protocols. The City now has 
designated areas for equipment washing, the City has implemented liquid fertilizer at a 
number of facilities, the City has raised the mow height at multiple lawns, and the City has 
also identified problematic erosion areas and stabilized them. The City has also adopted a 
facility and maintenance inspection program to monitor progress. As part of the program 
the City has developed fact sheets to guide staff through proper maintenance of the City 
facilities. The City has also conducted training sessions for City staff to learn about storm 
water quality issues. 
 
7.1 Summary of Completed Tasks 
 
Maintenance Activity Inspections (GH-1) 
GH-1 required the City to complete maintenance activity inspections twice per year.  To 
complete this activity the City developed a maintenance activity checklist that is utilized by 
the Maintenance Supervisor conducting the inspection.  The inspection form is included in 
Appendix F.  The Maintenance Activities BMP Checklist includes a series of questions for 
the inspector to answer regarding BMP implementation and to evaluate whether the BMP 
implemented were appropriate for the activity and the associate pollutants.  The two 
maintenance activities inspected were routine street sweeping and routine landscaping.  
Review of the inspection reports indicated that there were no observable problems 
associated with the activities.   
 
Effectiveness of GH-1 
GH-1 is considered to be effective because not only does it provide the City and opportunity 
to document compliance efforts but it also serves to educate staff and raise awareness 
among staff.  Inspections conducted in subsequent years will be utilized to identify program 
deficiencies and opportunities for improvement or required changes to the BMP fact sheets.  
 
Facility Surveys (GH-3) 
GH-3 requires the City in Year 3 to complete surveys of all facilities and to develop a facility 
matrix which identifies potential pollutants of concern and the BMP that will be 
implemented to address them.  Although the City was not required to complete any activities 
during Year 2 for GH-3, the City did develop a facility inspection form that will be utilized 
as a basis for conducting the facility survey for the development of the Activity/BMP 
Matrix.    
 
Effectiveness of GH-3 
The effectiveness of GH-3 cannot be determined at this time because it has not been fully 
implemented.  However it is anticipated that the BMP will be effective because the matrix 
can be utilized by City staff to ensure they implement the appropriate BMPs to address 
identified pollutants of concern.  The effectiveness of GH-3 will also be increased because 
the City will also include Activities on the survey matrix during Year 3. 
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Development of BMP Fact Sheet (GH-4) 
GH-4 required the City to develop BMP fact sheets. The SWMP only required the 
development of two fact sheets (one for source control and one for treatment controls); 
however the City developed a total of 12 fact sheets to address BMPs that are currently 
utilized.  The first set of fact sheets includes Treatment Controls, and the second set 
addresses Source Control Measures.  These fact sheets will assist the City in implementing 
BMPs. The following fact sheets are included as Appendix F,  
 

• Treatment Control Measures- 
  - Vegetated Filter Strip 
  - Sand Filter 
  - Infiltration Trench 
  - Infiltration Basin 
  - Dry Detention Basin and Wet Pond 
  - Bio-Swale 
 

• Source Control Measures: 
  - Outdoor Storage Areas 
  - Loading Areas 
  - Fueling Areas 
  - Waste Management Areas 
  - Equipment Wash Areas 
  - Storm Drain Marking 
 
Effectiveness of GH-4 
These BMP fact sheets are useful for City maintenance activities and for long-term storm 
water quality improvement because they outline clear requirements for both design and 
maintenance.  Proper design and maintenance of storm water measures ensure the long-term 
pollutant removal efficiency of each BMP and ensure maintenance activities are completed 
in a manner that do not cause storm water pollution.  These fact sheets will become an 
increasingly important component of the planning, development, and post-construction 
maintenance programs. 
 
Employee Training By City (GH-5) 
Although Gh-5 is not required to be implemented until Year 3, the City did complete 
training for Maintenance Staff during Year 2.  Details regarding this training are included 
under BMP PP-5.  In summary, the City hosted Mike Hill of The California Department of 
Fish and Game for a training session about maintaining healthy streams.  Following the 
training, the City administered a quiz to its employees, to test their water quality knowledge. 
42 employees took the quiz.  The quizzes indicate that those who sat in on the training 
session had a good understanding of the information presented at the training session. The 
City also conducted informal training with Maintenance Staff regarding illicit discharge 
detection and activity surveys.  This training is also discussed in detail under BMP PP-5. 
 
Effectiveness: 
The quizzes administered as part of Task PP-5, indicate that those who sat in on the training 
session had a good understanding of the information presented at the training session.  Any 
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training regarding storm water management increases staff knowledge which will have 
positively effects the success of the City’s Storm Water Program by fostering internal 
support and ensuring Staff understands their storm water responsibilities. 
 
New BMPs Implemented 
In the Year 1 Annual Report the City proposed eight new Good Housekeeping BMPs.  All 
of the new BMPs are identified in below in Section 6.2 proposed modification and in the 
revised SWMP.  Below are the BMPs that were completed during Year 2.   
 
Raised Mow Height (GH-6)- 
Since March 1, 2007, City crews have increased the mow height of non-sports turf areas 
from 1.5 to 2 inches.  
 
Effectiveness of GH-6 
Informal inspections indicate that these turf areas are healthier, have reduced erosion, 
reduced sediment transport in storm water runoff and also resulted in runoff because the 
roots longer grass can absorb more water than roots of shorter grass. Therefore this BMP 
has been determined to be effective. 
 
Use Liquid Fertilizer at Barney Schwartz Park (GH-7) 
Barney Schwartz Park was recently converted to a liquid fertilizer system. The irrigation 
system now receives a fertilizer injection. The maintenance crew has also been trained on 
how the system works.  The system was fully operational and active starting May 15, 2007.  
 
Effectiveness of GH-7 
This new fertilization process is more water efficient and results in less fertilizer being 
transported in storm water runoff when compared with conventional granular fertilizer.  
Therefore this BMP has been determined to be effective.  
 
Mulch Applications on 10 Slopes for Erosion Control (GH-8) 
Since March 1, 2007, City crews have located City facilities with erosion problem areas and 
photographed them.  Mulch was then applied to problem areas and these areas were then 
photographed again.   
 
Effectiveness of GH-8 
During future inspections of the repaired areas, there were no signs of further erosion.  
Future wet weather will help the City better determine the long-term effectiveness of the 
mulch.  The City expects these applications of mulch to effectively conserve water and 
prevent erosion. 
 
City Vehicle Equipment Washing and Sweeper Debris Disposal (GH-13) 
Staff is now required to use local car washes for cleaning City vehicles and equipment. 
Sweeper operators are also now required to wash out at the Wastewater Plant, in an area 
where drainage is treated. A budget request was submitted for four compliant transfer 
stations ($100,000 each) and an equipment washing facility ($150,000). Sweeper debris piles 
are now picked up as soon as possible, and if not, they are surrounded with fiber rolls. A 
permanent fiber roll was placed around a drain inlet at 625 Riverside to catch debris that 
would otherwise enter the street. 
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Effectiveness of GH-13 
GH-13 has been determined to be an effective BMP because it has significantly reduced the 
potential for a non-storm water discharge to occur as the result of vehicle and equipment 
cleaning of while disposing sweeper debris.  The City will continue to implement this BMP. 
 
7.2 Proposed Task Modifications 
The modifications proposed for the Good Housekeeping component of the City’s storm 
water program were included in the July 2007 SWMP revision submitted by the City.  Below 
is a summary and justification for each modification: 
 

• GH-3 was modified to include activity inspections in addition to facility 
inspections.  This modification was made to provide clarification for the City 
as to the inspections that are required to be completed by maintenance staff.  

• GH-3 was modified to tie the completion of the facility and activity 
inspections to the development of a matrix, to be developed in Year 3, which 
will identify facilities and activities, their associated pollutants of concern and 
the BMPs that will be implemented to address identified pollutants.  

• GH-4 was modified to state that the Fact Sheets will included design 
information and will not just reference other BMP handbooks.  This change 
was made to increase the effectiveness of the Fact Sheets and to make them 
more user friendly. 

• New BMPs were added per the requirements of the last Year 1 Annual 
Report.  The new BMPs that were completed during Year 2 are discussed 
above.  All of the new BMPs are included in the revised SWMP and included 
the following BMPs:  

o GH-6 Raise Mower Heights (Year 2) 
o GH-7 Use Liquid Fertilizer at Barney Schwartz Park (Year 2) 
o GH-8 Install Mulch in 10 Sloped Areas (Year 2) 
o GH-9 Develop Integrated Pest Management Program (Year 3) 
o GH-10 Submit Budget Request for Street Sweeping (Year 3) 
o GH-11 Identify and Clean 10 Culverts (Year 3) 
o GH-12 Install and Maintain Protection on 10 Inlets (Year 3) 
o GH-13 Capture all Waste and Wastewater Generated From Vehicle 

Cleaning (Year 2) 
 

7.3 Proposed Upcoming Tasks 
The Tasks that will be completed during Year 3 (Table 7-1) are those tasks required by the 
revised measurable goals described in the SWMP.   
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Table-7-1 
Good Housekeeping Activities  

for the 2007/2008 Reporting Year 
Task Description of Activity  

GH-1 
Facility Maintenance 

1.  Complete random inspections of maintenance 
activities twice per year. 

GH-2 
Integrated Waste 
Management 
Association 

1.  Increase awareness about waste management. 
2.  Include information on website and on 
brochures. 

GH-3 
Facility Surveys 

1. Conduct facility and activity inspections. 
2. Summarize facility and activity inspection 
results. 

GH-4 
Development of BMP 
Fact Sheets 

1.  Identify whether or not any fact sheets require 
revision or if any additional fact sheets are needed 
as the result of the facility or activity inspections.   

GH-5 
Employee Training 

1.  Conduct maintenance staff training.   
2. Track and summarize training completed. 

GH-9 
IPM Program  

1. Develop integrated pest management program. 
2. Document chemical usage.  

GH-10 
Street Sweeping 

1. Request budget increase for increased 
sweeping. 

GH-11 
Culvert Cleaning 

1. Identify and clean 10 culverts. 

GH-12 
DI Protection 

1. Install and maintenance drain inlet protection 
on 10 drain inlets. 

GH-13 
Vehicle Cleaning 
 

1.  Continue pollution free equipment and vehicle 
cleaning activities. 

 



City of El Paso de Robles 
2006/2007 Annual Report 

 47 

8 Monitoring and Reporting  
 

8.1 Annual Reporting and BMP Tracking- 
During Year 2 the City developed a system for tracking BMP implementation and 
measurable goal progress for each program component.  This system was developed to 
ensure that all BMPs are appropriately tracked and to be able to more easily prepare the 
Annual Report.  The tracking system developed consists of developing tracking spreadsheets 
that are specific to each program component.  These spreadsheets are collectively referred to 
as the Annual Reporting Tracking Sheet.  The individual spreadsheets contain the following 
information: 
 

• BMP Identification, 
• Measurable Goal Progress, 
• Due Date, 
• Identification of Responsible Party, and  
• A Comment Section. 

 
In addition to the spreadsheets that track BMP progress, many new forms and processes 
were developed this year to ensure permit compliance was met.  These forms were also 
created in excel which allows for information to be tracked electronically.  For example, the 
illicit discharge reporting form is an Excel based tracking system that allows individual illicit 
discharges to be tracked on individual worksheets. The system allows for the entire work 
book to be printed and reviewed at once having an opportunity to review all of the 
discharges reported during the reporting year.  The illicit discharge spreadsheet also has a 
summary sheet which is linked to the individual discharge reports.  This summary 
spreadsheet provides a method by which to complete a quick review of the illicit discharges 
that have occurred to date.  When filling out the overall Annual Reporting Tracking Sheet, 
the individual BMP tracking sheets are reviewed.  
 
During the preparation of the Year 2 Annual Report it was determined that the developed 
tracking system was effective in keeping track of BMPs and measurable goal progress.  
However, one improvement that could be made for Year 3 is increased staff training on 
using the tracking sheets.  Not all of the staff filled out all of the tracking sheets or BMP 
spreadsheets properly which results in missing information that had to be found during the 
development of Annual Reporting.  During the first half of Year 3, the Annual Report 
Tracking System and BMP reporting system will be reviewed and modified as needed to 
correct deficiencies.  Staff feedback is the most reliable source for recommendations for 
improvement to the tracking system.  Feedback received during Year 2 was immediately 
implemented to influence positive change and to improve the Annual Reporting Progress.   
 

8.2 Public Awareness Survey 
The original SWMP committed the City to completing a storm water public awareness 
survey.  However the SWMP did not indicate a year of completion.  Therefore during Year 3 
the City will conduct the initial public awareness survey and then will complete the survey 
again in Year 5.  The City will complete this survey twice to determine if the City’s Storm 
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Water Program has effectively increased the public’s knowledge of storm water quality.   
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9 Glossary 
 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) – Best management practices means schedules of 
activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and other management 
practices to prevent or reduce the pollution of “waters of the United States.” BMPs also 
include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, 
spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage. (40 
CFR § 122.2) 
 
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) – A technology-based standard established by 
congress in CWA §402(p)(3)(B)(iii) that municipal dischargers of stormwater must meet. 
Technology-based standards establish the level of pollutant reductions that dischargers 
must achieve. MEP is generally the result of emphasizing pollution prevention and source 
control BMPs as the first lines of defense in combination with treatment methods where 
appropriate serving as additional lines of defense. The MEP approach is an ever evolving, 
flexible and advancing concept, which considers technical and economic feasibility. 
 
Measurable Goal – Defined tasks or accomplishments that are associated with 
implementing best management practices. 
 
Minimum Control Measure – A stormwater program area that must be addressed by all 
regulated MS4s. The following six minimum control measures are required to be 
addressed by the regulated Small MS4s: Public Education and Outreach, Public 
Involvement/Participation, 
Illicit discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-
Construction Runoff Management, Municipal Operations. 
 
New Development – land disturbing activities, structural development, including 
construction or installation of a building or structure, creation of impervious surfaces, and 
land subdivision. 
 
Outfall – A point source at the point where a municipal separate storm sewer discharges 
to waters of the United States and does not include open conveyances connecting two 
separate storm sewers, or pipes, tunnels or other conveyances which connect segments of 
the same stream or other waters of the United States and are used to convey waters of the 
United States. (40 CFR§ 122.26(b)(9)) 
 
Point Source – Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not 
limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, 
rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate collection system, 
vessel or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged. This term 
does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture or agricultural stormwater runoff. 
(40 CFR § 122.2) 
 
Regulated Small MS4 – A small MS4 that is required to be permitted for discharging 
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stormwater through its MS4 to waters of the U.S. and is designed either automatically by 
the U.S. EPA because it is located within an urbanized area, or designated by the 
SWRCB or RWQCB in accordance with the designation criteria listed at Finding 11 of 
the General Permit. 
 
Redevelopment - Redevelopment means, on an already developed site, the creation or 
addition of at least 5,000 square feet of impervious surface. Redevelopment includes, but 
is not limited to: the expansion of a building footprint or addition or replacement of a 
structure; structural development including an increase in gross floor area and/or exterior 
construction or remodeling; replacement of impervious surface that is not part of a 
routine maintenance activity; and land disturbing activities related with structural or 
impervious surfaces. Where redevelopment results in an increase of less than fifty percent 
of the impervious surfaces of a previously existing development, and the existing 
development was not subject to these SUSMP’s, the Design Standards apply only to the 
addition, and not to the entire development. 
 
Restaurant – A stand-alone facility that sells prepared foods and drinks for consumption, 
including stationary lunch counters and refreshment stands selling prepared foods and 
drinks for immediate consumption. 
 
Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Small MS4) – A conveyance or 
system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch 
basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains) that are: 
i. Owned or operated by the United States, a State, city, town, boroughs, county, parish, 
district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having 
jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater, or other wastes, 
including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, flood control district, 
or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Native American tribe or an authorized Native 
American tribal organization, or designated and approved management agency under 
section 208 of the CWA that discharges to waters of the United States. 
ii. Not defined as “large” or “medium” municipal separate storm sewer systems. 
iii. This term includes systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities, 
such as systems at military bases, large hospital or prison complexes, and highways and 
other thoroughfares. The term does not include separate storm sewers in very discrete 
areas, such as individual buildings. (40 CFR §122.26(b)(16)). 
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10 Certification 
 
 
 
 
"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on 
my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly 
responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant 
penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations." 
 
 
 
 
 
           
Signature of Permittee (legally responsible person)  Date Signed    
 
 
           
Name (printed)    Title 
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City of Paso Robles 

Construction Site Storm Water Quality Requirements 
 
 

Overview of the City’s  
Construction Storm Water Program 

 
 
The City of Paso Robles is 
committed to protecting the water 
quality of nearby creeks and 
streams and to preserving the 
overall health of our community.  
One of the major contributors of 
pollution within our City is 
construction activity, especially 
sediment laden storm water runoff.  
Sediment levels in construction site 
runoff are typically far greater than 
levels from urban areas or forest 
lands.  During a short period of 
time, construction activity can 
contribute more sediment to 
streams than can be deposited 
naturally over several decades, 
causing physical and biological 
harm to our waters.  The 
Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates that 20-150 tons of soil 
per acre is lost every year to storm 
water runoff from construction 
sites.  Many studies indicate that 
controlling erosion can significantly 
reduce polluted storm water runoff.  
 
Below is a list of pollutants 
commonly associated with 
construction activity: 
 

• Sediment 
• Concrete liquid waste 
• Paint and stucco 
• Soil amendments (lime fly 

ash) 
• Trash 
• Oil and grease 
• Petroleum 
• Asphalt products 
• Herbicides, fertilizers, and 

pesticides  
• Joint and curing compounds 
 

To address construction related 
storm water pollution, the City of 
Paso Robles requires all projects to  
implement Best Management 
Practices (BMPs).  BMPs are a 
practice or combination of practices 
that prevent or reduce adverse 
affects of storm water runoff 
and/or associated pollutants.  
Following are the major categories 
of BMPs that are required to be 
considered for all construction 
projects: 
 

• Soil Stabilization- BMPs 
that prevent erosion from 
occurring. 

• Sediment Control- BMPs 
that remove sediment once 
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it is suspended in storm 
water runoff. 

• Tracking Control- BMPs 
that eliminate tracking of 
sediment off of a 
construction site. 

• Material and Waste 
Management- BMPs that 
are implemented to protect 
storm water runoff from 
toxic materials or 
chemicals. 

• Dust Control- BMPs which 
prevent wind erosion.  

• Vehicle and Equipment 
BMPs- address pollutants 
associated with 
construction related 
equipment and vehicles. 

• Dewatering Measures- 
BMPs that are implemented 
during dewatering activities 
(footing construction, 
culvert construction, 
groundwater, etc.) 

 
The following section contains 
guidance that can be used by 
developers, contractors, 
commercial or small residential 
development to control storm 
water pollution during construction 
activities and outlines special 
requirements for projects that 
create 1 acre or more of disturbed 
soil areas.   

 
SWPPP Information 

Requirements for Projects That Will Create 1 Acre or More of 
Disturbed Soil Area. 

 
The California State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
requires all construction projects 
that will disturb 1 acre or more of 
soil or smaller sites that are part of 
a common plan of development to 
obtain permit coverage under the 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) 
General Permit for Storm Water 
Discharge Associated with 
Construction Activity (WQ Order 
No. 99-08-DWQ) (General 
Construction Permit).  To obtain 
General Construction Permit 
Coverage, the owner or developer 
is required to submit a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) application, along with 
a fee, to the SWRCB.  Once 
coverage under the General 
Construction Permit is obtained the 
owner/developer is required to 
develop and implement a Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP).  The City of Paso Robles 
will require submittal of the SWPPP 
and proof of permit coverage prior 
to the issuance of a grading 
permit.  The SWPPP must be 
accepted by the City and 
implemented prior to the start of 
construction.  The General Permit 
and NOI application can be 
obtained at: 
 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr
/construction.html 
 
The SWPPP Document must be 
available at the construction site at 
all times.   
 
The SWPPP must include the 
following: 
 

• The NOI Receipt Letter with 
the Water Discharge 
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Identification Number 
(WDID#). 

• A certification page signed 
by the owner of the 
construction site.   

• Description of the nature of 
the construction activity. 

• Identification of a person 
responsible for SWPPP 
implementation. 

• Identification of potential 
pollutants. 

• Amount of planned 
disturbed soil area. 

• Identification of receiving 
water body. 

• Description of soils present 
at site.  

• Site calculations (run-off 
coefficient, amount of run-
on coming onto the site, 
and pre and post 
construction amount of 
impervious surface) 

• Construction activity 
schedule. 

• Topographic map of site. 
• Identification of post 

construction storm water 
controls.  

• Identification of BMPs 
proposed. 

• Identification of Sample and 
Analysis Plan (SAP) 
requirements.  

• SWPPP site map, depicting 
locations of storm drain 
components, drainages, 
receiving waters, 
identification overland flow 
direction, site elevation, 
BMP implementation, 
material and waste storage 
areas, and discharge 
locations.  

• Amendments to the SWPPP 
must be completed any 
time construction activates 
change, BMP 
implementation changes 
significantly, if there is a 
violation of the permit or at 
the request of the City or 
the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) 
staff.  

• Compliance with the SWPPP 
must be certified annually. 
The signed Annual 
Certification must be kept 
with the SWPPP Document 
on site.  

• Site inspections must be 
completed on a bi-weekly 
basis during the non-rainy 
season (April 16th to 
October 14th), once per 
week during the rainy 
season (April 15th to 
October 15th), before and 
after a rain event and at 
24-hour intervals during an 
extended event.  The site 
inspection must include a 
maintenance log which 
identifies BMPs repaired, 
replaced, or new added.  

• All site inspection records 
must be kept on site with 
the SWPPP Document.  

 
  

 
 
 
 

This fact sheet only provides a 
summary of the requirements 
of the General Construction 
Permit.  Please review the 

Permit itself for more detailed 
information. 
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Site Requirements 

 
Site Clean Up Area 
An area shall be designated for 
workers to clean up equipment and 
tools that will prevent stucco, 
concrete, paint or wash water from 
entering storm drains, lakes, 
streams or other watercourses.  
Clean up area must be a minimum 
of 10’ back of walks, a minimum of 
100’ from any storm drain inlet, 
and large enough to accommodate 
disposal of concrete slurry.  
Stabilized access is required for 
any clean up area that is not 
accessible from a paved area.  
Current areas shall be identified as 
an amendment to the on-site 
SWPPP Document. 
 
Solid Waste Management 
An area shall be designated for 
construction workers to deposit 
construction waste materials in a 
location away from drop inlets, 
curbs or source of runoff.  The area 
must be at least 50’ from storm 
drains, road ditches, and 
watercourses unless protected.  
Provide separate containers for 
handling of used stucco and 
concrete bags, wet paint cans, oil, 
solvents, etc. 
 
Drain Inlet (DI) Protection 
All DIs affected by the construction 
activities shall be protected to keep 
all silt, construction materials, and 
any water containing construction 
materials from entering storm 
drains, lakes, streams or 
watercourses.  DI protection is to 
be checked and serviced on a 
regular basis, with additional 
checks prior to and after each 

storm event.  Cleaning of DI 
protection must always be 
performed away from any area 
that might allow dirty rinse water 
to flow into DIs.  DI protection 
includes storm drain inlet filter 
bags, fiber rolls (as per 
manufacturers recommended 
installation instructions), and rock 
bags to trap excess silt. 
 
Cleaning of Streets/Sidewalks 
All silt, construction materials, and 
water containing construction 
materials need to be prevented 
from entering storm drains, lakes, 
streams or other watercourses.  
Shoveling, scraping or dry 
sweeping prior to water washing of 
streets, curbs and gutters, and 
after any storm event is effective 
maintenance.  
 
Sediment and Erosion Control 
Keep all loose dirt and mud off 
sidewalks, gutters, and streets to 
prevent silt, construction materials, 
and water containing construction 
materials from entering storm 
drains, lakes, streams or other 
watercourses by implementing 
preventive measures.  Undercut 
back of walks to create a small 
trench, cut lots to grade away from 
walks, and install fiber rolls at back 
of walks to prevent sediments from 
washing out onto the sidewalks.  
Keep loose materials a minimum 
distance of 2’ to 4’ back of walk.  
Install sediment and erosion 
control blankets at back of walk 
and on slopes to stabilize soil.  Lay 
gravel/rock bags in the gutters 
every 50’ to 100’ to collect silt.  
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Install straw with tackifier for 
erosion control. 
 
Concrete/Stucco Equipment 
Any concrete/water mixture or 
hazardous pollutants must not 
enter storm drains, lakes, streams 
or other watercourses.  Concrete 
trucks and pumps must use 
designated area(s) for cleanup and 
washouts.  When in use, keep 
pumps off sidewalks and streets. 
Use tarp under pumps, shovel off 
excess concrete mixture, and use 
absorbent for oil/fuel leaks.  If 
concrete bags are used, bags must 
be disposed of in designated clean 
area(s).   
 
Mixers are to be placed on lots.  
Lots are to be graded to prevent 
spilled concrete/stucco or water 
mixture from reaching the 
sidewalks, gutters, drop inlets or 
drainage ditches.  Protect mixers 
with tarps or plastic under area 
and berms of sandbags or gravel 
bags around edges to contain spills 
and/or wash water.  Pump 
contents of bermed area to a 
location that will prevent any 
contaminants from reaching storm 
drains.  Any wash water from 
concrete aggregate flatwork shall 
be contained in a tarped and 
bermed area and removed in an 
approved manner. 
 
Saw Cutting 
Any saw cutting activities shall 
implement the same preventive 
measures included with concrete 
equipment.  Containment of 
concrete/water mixture or 
hazardous material is required.  A 
vacuum, dam, and pump shall be 
use to pump runoff from saw 

cutting to a truck or other 
approved area. 
 
Paint Wash Area 
Painting equipment and tools are 
to be cleaned in designated areas. 
If a wash area is not available, 
rinsing is not to be done on lot 
fronts where rinse water may reach 
the streets. 
 
Concrete/Stucco Tools 
Concrete and stucco equipment 
and tools should be cleaned in 
designated areas only. Concrete 
and stucco rinse water is highly 
alkaline and considered a pollutant 
to groundwater and surface water. 
Rinse areas should be visibly 
marked and self-contained. Wash-
out units can be dirt berms, hay 
bales or metal containers, but must 
be water-tight and serviceable. 
Wash-out units should be serviced 
regularly and always have extra 
capacity for storm events. 
 
Material/Dirt Stockpiles 
All material stockpiles need to be 
protected from waterways, wind, 
and rainfall. All materials should be 
securely covered when not in use 
and kept away from gutters, 
creeks, ponds, and other 
waterways. Materials must be 
contained well enough to prevent 
runoff to adjacent lots, streets or 
waterways. 
 
Tracking 
Access to site should be limited to 
as few locations as possible. 
Inactive access points should be 
blocked to prevent unauthorized 
access and to direct construction 
traffic to active accesses. Access 
points should be stabilized with 
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rock to prevent track-out. Active 
accesses should be swept of dirt 
and debris immediately upon 
occurrence and at the end of each 
work day. Stabilized accesses 
should be at minimum 50 feet long 
and 15 feet wide. 
 
Portable Toilets 
Portable toilets should be kept off 
streets and behind curbs and 
sidewalks as much as possible and 
at least 50 feet from storm drain 
inlets. If there are no reasonable 
off-street locations for the 
placement of a portable toilet, it 
should be placed at least 100 feet 
from storm drain inlets. Portable 
toilets should always be secured or 
weighted to prevent tipping. 
Securing toilets with stakes or 
gravel bags is often effective 
protection against tipping. 
 

 
Landscaping 
Landscaping materials should 
always be stored away from streets 
and drainage ways. All active 
landscaping areas should be swept 
at the end of the day. Landscapers 
must be careful to keep irrigation 
water out of gutters that contain 
dirt from recent work. Be sure that 
all gutters are clean prior to 
irrigation. 
 
Power Washing 
When power washing, careful 
attention must be paid to resulting 
runoff. Power wash runoff must be 
reclaimed. Down gradient storm 
drains should be protected from 
rinse water. All rinse water should 
be pumped behind curbs to grass 
or other lot area where it will not 
enter the storm drain. 
 

 
Available Resources 

There are many resources available for free that can assist in the 
development and implementation of a SWPPP Document and to aid in BMP 
selection and implementation.  In addition to the two sources identified 
below, City staff can also provide assistance.  
 
California Stormwater Quality Association 
http://www.cabmphandbooks.com/Construction.asp 
 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Construction 
Storm Water Program 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/stormwater/stormwater1.htm 
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* Reporter is city employee; observer is the witness
Date:

/ / @

Location
Address
City Receiving Water:
Zip
Cross Street:
Type: qDI qCulvert qStream qBasin qOutfall qDrainage Ditch

qOther:

Description of Discharge

Time Elapsed:

Vehicle (if involved )
Commercial Vehicle? qYes      qNo
Description:

Illegal Discharge Reporting Form

Description of Incident:

Type of Waste:

License Plate #:

Volume (lbs/gals):

Name of Reporter:
Name of Observer:

Date & Time of Discharge:

1



Illicit Connection qYes qNo
Pipe (Dia)? Source?

Date: / /

Date: / /

Date: / /

Description of BMPs Needed:

Type of Connection:

Resolution:

Illegal Discharge Reporting Form

Description of BMPs Implemented:

2
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City of Paso Robles 

Outfall Inspection Program 

 

One of the most commonly used methods for identifying illicit discharges is 
outfall inspection.  The storm drainage map started during Year 1 of Storm 
Water Management Program (SWMP) implementation is an essential tool for 
outfall inspection.  Each year the City will add on to the map until all major 
pipes and outfalls are identified on the map.  The City’s storm drain base 
map and outfall inventory will also be updated as outfall inspections are 
performed to identify problem outfalls.  The existing storm drain map is 
located in Attachment A.  While conducting the storm drain mapping activity 
the City identities major outfalls and drainage systems to be “targeted 
outfalls”.  Attachment B provides a list of these “targeted outfalls”.  Targeted 
outfalls will be given priority during the implementation of the outfall 
inspection program.  Although illicit discharges occur periodically and can be 
hard to find, the City will rely on a formal inspection program (described 
below), City staff detecting illegal discharges and illicit connections during 
daily activities and will also rely upon the general public for reporting illicit 
discharges as they occur.   

There are four steps that the City will complete to develop and implement 
the outfall inspection program: 

• Each year the City will prioritize areas for inspection.  
• A formal outfall tracking system will be utilized. 
• Outfall inspections will be conducted.  
• Illicit discharges, illegal dumping and illicit connections will be 

removed, addressed, or otherwise resolved.  

Step 1: Prioritize areas for inspection 

On an annual basis, the City will select a portion of the storm drainage 
system for dry weather inspection.  Dry weather discharges are often 
indicative of illicit connections or illegal discharges.  Dry weather inspections 
will be conducted when no rain or precipitation has occurred for a minimum 
of 48 hours.  If flow is observed in the storm drainage system at that time, it 
can usually be contributed to an illicit discharge such as sewage or cooling 
water, infiltration from ground water sources, or runoff from non-storm water 
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sources such as landscape irrigation or car washing.  The area of the storm 
drain system that will be inspected during any given reporting year will be 
identified in the City’s Annual Report.  It is indicated in the SWMP that the 
City is responsible for inspecting 50% of the “targeted outfalls” each year. 

In addition to inspecting “targeted outfalls” other areas that are noted to 
have excessive problems (such as those listed below) will also be inspected.   

• Illegal dumping    
• Floor drains improperly connected to the storm sewer  
• Broken sanitary sewer line  
• Cross-connections with sewer line 
• Sanitary sewer overflows  
• Straight pipe sewer discharge   
• Failing septic system  

Step 2: Design an outfall tracking system 

The outfall inspection form (See Attachment C) will serve as the basis for 
tracking inspections completed during the outfall inspection program.  The 
form will identify the location of the outfall, type of outfall, integrity of 
culvert, degree of clogging, illegal dumping, illicit connections, etc.  In 
addition to the outfall inspection form, the City has also developed a Illegal 
Discharge Reporting form that will be utilized by City staff and the General 
Public to reports incidences of illegal discharges or dumping.  This form is 
located in Attachment D.  Information collected will be summarized in the 
Annual Report each year.  The summary of outfall inspections will also aid 
the City in determining problem areas that may be addressed in the following 
manners: with Public Education, the Illegal Discharge Ordinance or by 
physically addressing the issue (i.e., removing and illegal connection, 
prohibiting specific illegal activities, modifying a specific component of the 
storm drain system, or increasing the frequency of inspection of a specific 
outfall).  In addition outfalls or culverts that are clogged greater than 50% of 
the pipe diameter will be cleaned.   

Step 3: Conduct outfall inspections  

Outfall inspections activities will primarily consist of completing a visual 
inspection of the outfall and inlet where appropriate.  The inspector will 
complete a qualitative assessment of any flow present, including observation 
of water color, odor, turbidity, floating material and sediment.  If the flow is 
suspected to be inappropriate, a sample may be taken for quantitative 
assessment and inspectors will move upstream to find the source of the 
discharge.  
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Step 4: Trace and remove illicit discharges 

If an illicit discharge is found in the field the inspector will attempt to identify 
the source of the discharge.  Investigation of suspicious discharges will be 
made by visual inspection and/or testing of discharges within the storm 
drainage system upstream of the suspicious discharge.  Letters may be sent 
to residents and businesses alerting them to the problem that is under 
investigation to solicit their assistance in finding the source.  A building-by-
building evaluation may also be used in areas where a problem has been 
isolated to a small area.  

Once the source of the illicit discharge has been identified, staff will notify the 
responsible party verbally, if possible, and follow-up with written notification. 
The written notice will provide contact information as well as a schedule for 
the responsible party to remove the illegal discharge.  If the responsible 
party does not comply with the schedule or receive approval for a revised 
schedule, the City may utilize the Illegal Discharge ordinance to take 
enforcement action.   

 



# GRID ID LOCATION AND REASON FOR TARGETING

1 11-C EAST END OF 36TH ST., OUTFALL IS ADJACENT TO SALINAS RIVER

2 11-C OUTFALL FROM THE WASTEWATER PLANT PROPERTY

3 14-F CROWN WAY, SIGNIFICANT FLOW FROM NORTH

4 14-F CROWN WAY, SIGNIFICANT FLOW FROM SOUTH

5 15-D LAS BRISAS DR., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

6 15-D RIVERGLEN DR., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

7 15-E UNION RD. END OF SKYVIEW DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW AND CLOSE TO SALINAS RIVER

8 15-E UNION RD. END OF KLECK RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW AND CLOSE TO SALINAS RIVER

9 16-C 16TH ST. AT RIVERSIDE AVE., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

10 16-C NORTH OF 13TH ST. AND RIVERSIDE AVE., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

11 16-D NORTH OF 13TH ST. AND NORTH RIVER RD., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

12 16-D NORTH OF ALMOND ST. AND NORTH RIVER RD., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

13 16-D SOUTH OF ALMOND ST. AND NORTH RIVER RD., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

ATTACHMENT A - CITY OF PASO ROBLES OUTFALL INVENTORY



14 16-D UNION RD. AND NORTH RIVER RD., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

15 16-D NORTH OF UNION RD. AND NORTH RIVER RD., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

16 17-C RAILROAD ST. BEHIND PARK CINEMAS, SIGNIFICANT FLOW

17 17-D BELOW PASO ROBLES YARD, DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

18 17-F DETENTION BASIN ROLLING HILLS

19 17-F DETENTION BASIN GOLDEN HILLS

20 18-B SOUTH OF 4TH ST. AT PEACHTREE LN., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

21 18-C SOUTH OF 7TH AND PINE, CLOSE TO SALINAS RIVER

22 18-D RIVER ROAD, END OF MOHAWK, DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

23 18-E SOUTH OF CRAZY HORSE DR., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

24 18-E SOUTH AND EAST END OF ROSE LN., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

25 18-E WEST OF NICKERSON DR., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

26 18-F WEST END OF SYLVIA CIRCLE, INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

27 18-F WEST END OF LANA ST., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

28 19-C SOUTHEAST OF 1ST STREET AND SPRING ST., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

29 19-D EAST END OF NIBLICK BRIDGE, DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

30 19-D EAST OF HERITAGE OAKS BANK, DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

31 19-E SOUTHEAST OF NIBLICK RD. AND APPALOOSA DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW



32 19-E WEST OF MOODY CT. AND SOUTH OF NIBLICK RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

33 19-E WEST END OF CADDIE LN.,  SIGNIFICANT FLOW

34 19-E FROM MELODY DR. AT WEST END OF MELODY BASIN, SIGNIFICANT FLOW

35 19-F NORTHEAST END OF CADDIE LN., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

36 19-F FROM MELODY LN., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

37 20-C INTERSECTION OF RIVER BANK LN. AND SUMMER CREEK LN., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

38 20-C NORTH END OF SUMMER CREEK LN., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

39 20-C WEST OF INTERSECTION OF RIVER BANK LN. AND SUMMER CREEK LN., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

40 21-C FROM SOUTH END OF SHADOW CREEK LN., DIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

41 21-D WEST END OF CHAROLAIS RD., INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

42 21-E FROM ST. ANDREWS CIRCLE, INDIRECT TO SALINAS RIVER

43 21-E WEST OF INTERSECTION OF TORREY PINES DR. AND RAMBOUILLET  RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW AND NUTRIENTS

44 21-E NORTH OF INTERSECTION OF RAMBOUILLET RD. AND ST. ANN DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW AND NUTRIENTS

45 21-E SOUTH OF STONEY CREEK RD. ALONG RAMBOUILLET RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

46 21-F END OF PEBBLE BEACH CT., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

47 21-F NORTH OF CEDARWOD DR., EAST OF CRESTON RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

48 21-F NORTH OF CEDARWOD DR., NORTH OF EBONY DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

49 21-F NORTH OF CEDARWOD DR., NORTH OF TEAK DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW



50 21-F NORTH OF CEDARWOD DR., NORTH OF BEECHWOOD DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

51 21-F SOUTHEAST OF CRESTON RD./SCOTT ST. INTERSECTION, SIGNIFICANT FLOW

52 21-F STONEY CREEK RD., NORTH OF NIGHTHAWK DR., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

53 21-F IN BETWEEN FALLBROOK COURT AND BEL AIR PLACE, SIGNIFICANT FLOW AND NUTRIENTS

54 22-E NORTH OF CHARLOIS RD., WEST OF ST. ANDREWS CIRCLE, SIGNIFICANT FLOW

55 22-E NORTH OF CHARLOIS RD., EAST OF ST. ANDREWS CIRCLE, SIGNIFICANT FLOW

56 22-E NORTH OF SLEEPY HOLLOW RD., WEST OF CRYSTAL CANYON CT., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

57 22-E NORTH END OF CRYSTAL CANYON CT., SIGNIFICANT CT., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

58 22-F EAST OF CRESTON SOUTH OF ALAMO CREEK RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

59 22-F EAST OF CRESTON, 500 FT. NORTH OF ALAMO CREEK RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

60 22-G WEST END OF COOL VALLEY RD., SIGNIFICANT FLOW

61 24-B EAST OF INTERSECTION OF 46 WEST AND 101 EAST
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Outfall Inspection Form Instructions 

 
The Outfall Inspection Form is intended to help city staff evaluate the quality of the city’s storm water 
discharges.  The form addresses both quality of the discharge from the outfall and the cleanliness of the 
outfall itself.  Outfalls should be inspected regularly to ensure compliance with the city’s storm water 
permit. 
 
Part 1 General Information 

1. Use the “Target Outfall Count” to find the number that corresponds to the outfall under inspection. 
2. Identify weather or not the outfall location description is adequate. 
3. Date, time, and inspector(s’) name(s). 
4. When was the last rain event? 
5. Evaluate the condition of the outfall with respect to cleanliness, vegetation, and water flow from 

outfall. 
 

Part 2 End-of-Pipe Information 
6. Outfall discharges to what type of water body? 
7. Is the outfall pipe submerged? If so, to what extent? 
8. Is the outfall structure in need of structural repair? If so, describe necessary repairs in Part 4. 
9. Is there a grate on the outfall pipe? Is it locked? 
 

Part 3 Visual Observations 
10. Is water flowing from the outfall structure? Describe its appearance. 
11. Has sediment accumulated in the outfall structure? Describe degree of accumulation. 
12. Is debris accumulating in or around the outfall? Describe degree of debris accumulation? 
13. Has sediment accumulated in the outfall ditch? Describe degree of accumulation. 
14. Is debris accumulating in or the outfall ditch? Describe degree of debris accumulation? 
15. Were any illegal discharges observed? Describe the nature of the discharge and the source if 

possible. 
16. Were any illicit connections observed? Describe the nature of the connection and the source if 

possible? 
 
Part 4 Comments 
Include any additional narrative in this section. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



1 Outfall Number:________________________________

2 Map to location is? qOK qIncorrect, explain in Part 4, Comments

3 Date:_______________ qTime:_________________ qInspection Crew Lead:

4 How long since last rainfall? qRaining now q0-2 days q3 or more days  qUnknown

5 Acess to end of pipe is? qAccessible qUnaccessible(If unaccessible, describe below).
qBlocked qGround too wet  qFence gate/locked  qVegatation  qWater  qOther:_______________

6 End of pipe flows into: qLake qStream qWetland qDitch qOther___________

7 End of pipe submerged? qNo qYes If yes:  q25%     q50%   qmore than 50% 

8 Is the outfall in need of repair? qNo qYes If yes, describe comments in Part 4

9 Grate on end of pipe? qNo qYes If yes, is grate locked? qNo     qYes

10 Water Flowing From end of pipe? qNo qYes
If yes, what does the water look like? qClear qColored, what color?  _____________ qMuddy

11 Sediment accumulation in pipe? qNo  qYes
If yes, how much? qless than 25% full    qabout 50% full    qmore than 50 % full

12 Debris accumulation in pipe? qNo  qYes
If yes, how much? qless than 25% full    qabout 50% full    qmore than 50 % full

13 If end of pipe flows to a ditch, is there (near end of pipe):
Sediment accumulation in ditch? qNo qYes
If yes, how much? qless than 25% full    qabout 50% full    qmore than 50 % full
Debris accumulation in ditch? qNo qYes
If yes, how much? qless than 25% full    qabout 50% full    qmore than 50 % full

14 Is there an illegal discharge? qNo qYes

Describe:

15 Are any illicit connections identified? qNo qYes
Describe:

Attachment C - Outfall Inspection Form

Part 4 Comments (Identify any follow-up action or reporting required)

Describe debris:

Part 1 General Information

Part 2 End-of-Pipe Information

Part 3 Visual Observations

Describe debris:



 
 
 

 Job No.: 8316.001 
 
To: Dennis Fansler  URGENT!  

 City of Paso Robles  Meeting/Phone Summary 

     For Your Information 

From: Jennifer O'Neal  Other:       

Date: September 14, 2007        
 

Re: City of Paso Robles Storm Water Outfall Inventory and Target Outfall Identification 

The City of Paso Robles’ Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) requires 50 percent of “Targeted Outfalls” 
to be inspected each year as part of the Illicit Discharge component of the SWMP.  The original SWMP did 
not define “Targeted Outfalls”, therefore we completed a review of the “City of Paso Robles-Storm Water 
Drainage Atlas” produced by the Wallace Group to determine the definition of “Targeted Outfalls” and to 
develop a list of “Targeted Outfalls” that will be used as the basis for implementation of the City’s’ Outfall 
Inspection Program.  “Targeted Outfalls” has been defined as those outfalls that are in close proximity to the 
Salinas River (which has been identified to be and impaired water body) or those outfalls that have been 
determined to have a high risk of experiencing illegal dumping or illicit discharges.  As the Outfall Inspection 
Program is implemented, the “Targeted Outfall” list may change as due to the following reasons: additional 
high risk outfalls are identified; new outfalls are constructed; or if a specific issue that caused an outfall to be 
considered “high risk” was resolved. 

Included in Attachment A is a list of “Targeted Outfalls” which includes 67 “Targeted Outfalls”.  Each of 
these“Targeted Outfalls” must be inspected prior to June 30, 2007.  Included in Attachment B is a description 
of the Outfall Inspection Program and Procedures and included in Attachment C is the Outfall Inspection 
Form.  An Outfall Inspection Form must be filled out for each outfall inspected.  The goal of the Outfall 
Inspection Program is to identify illegal discharges and illicit connections and to monitor the overall 
effectiveness of the City’s Storm Water Management Program.  For example if the number of illegal 
discharges and illicit connections decreases from one year to the next it may be an indicator that the City’s 
Storm Water Management Program is effective in decreasing pollutant discharges.  On the other hand, if the 
number of illegal discharges and illicit connections increases from one year to the next it may indicate that 
the City needs to expand on an existing component of the Storm Water Management Program (e.g., public 
education or enforcement).   

The “Target Outfall” list was based upon the Stormwater Drainage System Atlas that was provided by the 
City.  It appears that there may be areas that have been recently developed that were not depicted as such on 
the  Atlas.  Therefore we recommend that City Staff review the “Targeted Outfall” list to ensure that 
necessary outfalls are identified.   

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at (916) 826-8715. 

 

 

Jennifer O’Neal 

Wood Rodgers, Inc.  

 

 

Memo 













































































S T O P
I l l e g a l  D u m p i n g !

Here is how you can help 
maintain our beautiful 

City of Paso Robles
Address

Public Works Administration
1000 Spring Street

Paso Robles, CA 93446

Phone
(805) 237-3861

(805) 237-3904 FAX

Hours
Mon-Fri 8am To 5pm

Email
publicworks@prcity.com

Watch out for the following
sources of pollution:

• MOTOR OIL BEING POURED

IN STORM DRAINS

• TRASH BEING DUMPED AT A

NON- PERMITTED FACILITY

• ILLEGAL RV WASTE WATER

DISPOSAL



Abandoned trash, tires, automotive fluids

and household appliances are just a few of

items frequently introduced to our landscape

through Illegal Dumping. These pollutants

are transported by storm water to our

creeks, rivers, and the ocean. 

By raising public awareness we hope to 

reduce the occurrences of Illegal Dumping

and its associated adverse impacts on our

environment. As a community we can help

each other by watching out for Illegal

Dumping and reporting occurrences. 

Reducing Illegal Dumping will help improve

the quality of our lives and the health of our

environment today, and also help us retain

the values of our land for future generations

to enjoy.

What is Illegal
Dumping?

The City of Paso Robles provides a variety 

of trash disposal and recycling services 

including- motor oil and household hazardous

waste drop-off centers. Collection of green

waste, glass, aluminum, plastic, and cardboard

is also available to City residents as well as 

commercial sites. By getting your waste to the

correct hauler or facility, you are helping to 

protect your community from the hazards of the

above listed waste items. 

Being a concerned community member is a

great step towards helping us reduce Illegal

Dumping. If you observe Illegal Dumping 

activity let us know. 

There are three ways to report illegal dumping: 
• Stop by City Hall and fill out an Illegal

Dumping Reporting Form.

• Telephone the City at 805-237-3861 to
report by phone.

• Visit our website and submit an Illegal
Dumping Reporting Form electronically
(http://www.prcity.com/government/de
partments/publicworks/swmp.asp)

How Can You Help?

Health Risks: Rodents, insects, and other vermin

attracted to dump sites may pose health risks.

Dump sites provide an ideal breeding ground for

mosquitoes, which can multiply 100 times faster

than normal in the warm, stagnant water entrapped

in the dump material. 

Fire Hazard: The dump material may be subject

to spontaneous combustion or arson, which can be

causes of a fire hazard. Due to this there can also be

forest fires and severe erosion, because fires burn

away trees and undergrowth. This can also have a

negative impact on plants and wildlife.

Flooding: When the waste dumps block the

ravines, creeks, culverts and drainage inlets 

they can impact the proper drainage of 

stormwater runoff.

Water Quality Impacts: Runoff from dump 

sites containing chemicals may contaminate

groundwater wells and surface water used as

sources of drinking water.

Decrease of Property Value: Dump sites serve as

magnets for additional dumping and other criminal

activities. The community then becomes unattractive

to commercial and residential developers.

Rise in the maintenance costs: There are 

significant costs to the local government associated

with continuous clearing of illegally dumped waste.

These costs may be passed along to the residents in

the form of higher service fees or property taxes.

Hazards Associated
with Illegal Dumping



 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO. XXX  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
 
 

[Grading Ordinance]  
 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act,  and its implementing regulations 
for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System ("NPDES"), the City was 
required to obtain a storm water permit (the "NPDES Permit") for the City's storm sewer 
system; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant the NPDES Permit, City prepared and adopted a Storm Water 
Management Plan (the "SWMP") that was approved by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board; and 
 
WHEREAS, in further implementation of the SWMP, City is required to implement 
certain Best Management Practices ("BMPs") to help control stormwater runoff into the 
City's storm sewer system and to minimize the dispersal of pollutants into such system; 
 
NOW THEREFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE 
ROBLES DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 
Municipal Code Section ________________ is hereby added to the City El Paso 

de Robles Municipal Code and is adopted to read as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1. General Provisions 
 
1.1. – Findings of Fact: 
 
This Chapter shall be known as the grading, erosion, and sediment control ordinance of the City of 
El Paso de Robles, and shall be referred to herein as the “grading ordinance.” The City Council 
adopts this Chapter based upon the following findings: 
 

A.  The Federal Clean Water Act provides for the regulation and reduction of pollutants 
discharged into waters of the Untied State by extending National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System requirements to stormwater and urban runoff discharges into the City 
stormwater conveyance system. 

 
B.  Stormwater flows from individual properties to the municipal storm drain system and then 

ultimately discharges to waters of the United States. 
 
C.  The City is permitted under the State of California’s Waste Discharge Requirements for Small 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (Order No. 2003-0005-DWQ) and the National 
Pollutants Discharge Elimination System General Permit No.  CAS000004 under the Clean 
Water Act.  Und the provisions of this permit, the City is required to possess the necessary 



legal authority and implement appropriate procedures to regulate the entry of pollutants and 
non-stormwater discharges into the City stormwater conveyance system.  

 
1.2. - Purpose: 
 
The grading ordinance is enacted for the purpose of regulating grading on property within the City 
limits of the City to safeguard life, limb, health, property and the public welfare; to avoid pollution of 
watercourses with nutrients, sediments, or other materials generated or caused by surface water 
runoff; to comply with the City’s national pollution discharge elimination system (NPDES) Permit 
No. CA0082597, provision D2, issued by the California regional water quality control board; and to 
ensure that the intended use of a graded site within the City limits is consistent with the City general 
plan, any specific plans adopted thereto and all applicable City ordinances and regulations. The 
grading ordinance is intended to control all aspects of grading operations within the City limits of the 
City. 

  
1.3. - Scope: 
 
The grading ordinance sets forth rules and regulations to control land disturbances, landfill, soil 
storage, pollution, and erosion and sedimentation resulting from construction activities. The grading 
ordinance establishes procedures for issuance, administration and enforcement of permits for such 
activities. Any grading within the City limits of the City shall conform to provisions of the grading 
ordinance and other applicable provisions of the City code. 

 
1.4. - Administration: 
 
The grading ordinance shall be administered for the City by the department of utilities through the 
building permit process or improvement plan process as applicable.  

  
1.5. - Definitions: 
 
Applicant- A property owner or agent of a property owner who is developing or redeveloping a site 
that meets the criteria defined in Section 1.4 of this ordinance.  
 
Best Management Practices- Activities, practices, and procedures to prevent or reduce the 
discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to the municipal storm drain system and waters of the 
United States.  Best Management Practices include but are not limited to: treatment facilities to 
remove pollutants from storm water; operating and maintenance procedures; facility management 
practices to control runoff, spillage or leaks of non-stormwater, waste disposal, and drainage from 
materials storage; erosion and sediment control practices; and the prohibition of specific activities, 
practices and procedures and other such provisions as the City determines appropriate for the 
control of pollutants.   
 
Building- Means any structure, either temporary or permanent, having walls and a roof, designed for 
the shelter of any person, animal, or property, and occupying more than 100 square feet of area.  
 
Channel- A natural or artificial watercourse with a definite bed and banks that conducts 
continuously or periodically flowing water.  



 
City- The City of Paso Robles. 
 
Dedication- The deliberate appropriation of property by its owner for general public use.  
 
Detention- The temporary storage of storm runoff in a stormwater management practice with the 
goals of controlling peak discharge rates and providing gravity settling of pollutants.  
 
Detention Facility- A detention basin or alternative structure designed for the purpose of 
temporary storage of stream flow or surface runoff and gradual release of stored water at controlled 
rates.  
 
Developer- A person who develops real estate, especially by preparing a site for residential or 
commercial use. 
 
Drainage Easement- A legal right granted by a landowner to a grantee allowing the use of private 
land for stormwater management purposes.  
 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan- A plan that is designed to minimize the accelerated erosion 
and sediment runoff at a site during construction activities.  
 
Impervious Surface- Surfaces incapable of being infiltrated by water (e.g., building rooftops, 
pavement, sidewalks, driveways, etc).  
 
Industrial Activity- Activities subject to NPDES Industrial Permits as defined in 40 CFR, Section 
122.26 (b) (14). 
 
Industrial Stormwater Permit- A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit issued 
to a commercial industry or group of industries which regulates the pollutant levels associated with 
industrial stormwater discharges or specifies on-site pollution control strategies.  
 
Infiltration- The process of percolating stormwater into the subsurface.  
  
Infiltration Facility -Any structure or device designed to infiltrate retained water to the subsurface.  
These facilities may be above grade or below grade.  
 
Jurisdictional Wetland- An area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in 
saturated soil conditions, commonly known as hydrophytic vegetation.  
 
Land Disturbance Activity- Any activity which removes existing vegetation or otherwise disturbs 
the surface of the land.  This may include the grading, digging, cutting, scraping, or excavating of soil, 
placement of fill materials, paving, construction, substantial removal of vegetation, or any activity 
which bares soil or rock.  
 
Landowner- The legal or beneficial owner of land, including those holding the right to purchase or 
lease the land, or any other person holding proprietary rights in the land.  
 
Maintenance Agreement- A legally recorded document that acts as a property deed restriction, and 
which provides for long-term maintenance of storm water management practices.  
 



Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP)- A technology based standard established by Congress in 
the Clean Water Act Section 402(p)(3)(iii) for stormwater discharge to apply to all small municipal 
separate storm sewer system (MS4) operators regulated under the NPDES program.  MEP is 
generally the result of emphasizing pollution prevention and source control best management 
practices as the preferred method of preventing water pollution. The MEP approach is an ever-
evolving, flexible and advancing concept, which considers technical and economic feasibility.  As 
knowledge about controlling urban runoff continues to evolve so does MEP. 
 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)- A conveyance or system of conveyances 
(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, 
manmade channels, or storm drains) owned by a State, county, city, town, or other public body, that 
is designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water, which is not a combined sewer, and 
which is not a part of a publicly owned treatment works. 
 
Non-Stormwater Discharge- Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed 
entirely of storm water.  
 
Off-Site Facility- A stormwater management measure located outside the subject property boundary 
described in the permit application for land development activity.  
 
On-Site Facility- A stormwater management measure located within the subject property boundary 
described in the permit application for land development activity.  
 
Pollutant- Anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include but are not 
limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; non-hazardous liquid and 
solid waste and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter or other discarded or abandoned objects, 
articles, and accumulations, so that they may cause or contribute to pollution; floatables; pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; 
dissolved and particulate metals; animal wastes; wastes and residues that result from constructing a 
building or structure (including but not limited to sediments, slurries, and concrete waste); and 
noxious or offensive matter of any kind.   
 
Recharge- The replenishment of underground water reserves.  
 
Redevelopment-  The construction, alteration or improvement exceeding square feet in areas where 
existing land use is high density commercial, industrial, institutional or multi-family residential.  
 
Run-off Reduction Measure- Site design components that reduce the amount of stormwater 
runoff by promoting infiltration or reducing or disconnecting impervious surfaces. 
 
Stop Work Order- An order issued which requires that all construction activity on a site be stopped.  
 
Stormwater- Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from precipitation 
events. 
 
Stormwater Management- The use of structural or non-structural practices that are designed to 
reduce storm water runoff pollutant loads, discharge volumes, and/or peak flow discharge rates.  
 
Source Control Measure- Measure that prevent pollutants from entering storm water to begin with.   
 



Treatment Measure- Measures, either structural or nonstructural, that are determined to be the 
most effective, practical means of preventing or reducing point source or non-point source pollution 
inputs to stormwater runoff and water bodies.  
 
Watercourse- A permanent or intermittent stream or other body of water, either natural or man-
made, which gathers or carries surface water.  
 
Waters of the United States- Surface watercourses and water bodies as defined at 40 CFR section 
122.2, including all natural waterways and definite channels and depressions in the earth that may 
carry water, event though such waterways may only carry water during rains and storms and may not 
carry storm water at and during all times and seasons. 
 
Waters of the State-  All surface watercourses and water bodies, including lakes, bays, ponds, 
impounding reservoirs, springs, wells, rivers, streams, creeks, marshes, inlets, canals, and all other 
bodies of surface waters (Porter Cologne Section 13050 (e)).  This definition includes, but is broader 
than, Waters of the United States.  
  
1.6. - Grading approval required: 
 
Except for the specific exemptions listed hereinafter, no person shall do or permit to be done any 
grading on any site in the city El Paso de Robles without first obtaining approval of such grading 
from the director in accordance with the provisions of the grading ordinance. 

  
1.7. - Exemptions: 
 
The following grading may be done without obtaining grading approval unless grading approval is 
required in mitigation monitoring agreements or other conditions of project approval. Exemption 
from the grading approval requirement shall not be deemed as permission to violate any other 
provision of this chapter. 

A. Minor construction projects which meet all of the following requirements: 

  1.  The volume of material graded is less than fifty (50) cubic yards, 

  2.  The depth of cuts and fills is less than two feet, 

3.  Any drainageway is not blocked or obstructed and its stormwater carrying 
capacities are not modified, 

4.  Slopes are less than ten percent and are not left in an unstable or erodible 
condition; 

B. Single family residential lots less than one-half acre that are not part of a larger 
common plan and residential infill projects less than one-half acre which also meet 
the requirements of subsection A of this section; 

C. Excavations in connection with a swimming pool authorized by a valid building 
permit; 

D. Grading necessary for agricultural operations unless the failure of any cut or fill 
created by such grading could endanger any structure intended for human or animal 
occupancy or any public road, or could obstruct any watercourse or drainageway; 



E. Exploratory excavations of less than three hundred fifty (350) cubic yards under the 
supervision of a geotechnical engineer; 

 F. Routine cemetery excavations and fills; 

G. Performance of emergency work necessary to protect life or property when an 
urgent necessity therefore arises. The person performing such emergency work shall 
notify the director promptly of the problem and work required; 

H. An excavation below finished grade for basements and footings of a building 
authorized by a valid building permit; 

I. Refuse disposal sites controlled by Title 23, Chapter 15, of the California Code of 
Regulations; 

J. The repair and maintenance of levees for river and local drainage control performed 
by a governmental agency.  

  
1.8. - Grading approval: 
 
Grading approval may be issued by the director in connection with the issuance of a building permit 
or the approval of improvement plans, or where grading is commenced prior to such issuance or 
approval, through the issuance of a separate grading permit.  

  
1.9. - Conditions of grading approval: 
 

A. No grading shall be approved unless the project conforms to the City’s general plan, 
any adopted specific or community plans, and applicable City ordinances, including 
the zoning ordinance and the subdivision ordinance. 

B. Where the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires the preparation 
and approval of environmental documents concerning a project which will result in 
grading for which a grading permit is required under this chapter, no grading shall 
be approved until all CEQA requirements have been met, including but not limited 
to mitigation measures relating to protection of threatened and endangered species 
under applicable federal and state endangered species laws.  

C. Where a proposed grading project requires the filing of a tentative map or the 
intended use requires approval of a discretionary zoning permit or variance, grading 
may also require approval from the City planning and building department. 

D. Work shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of the grading 
ordinance and the applicable criteria set forth in the manual of standards. 

E. Grading approval shall be limited to work shown on the grading plans as approved 
by the director. The director may impose any condition deemed necessary to protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public, to prevent the creation of a hazard to 
public or private property, and/or to assure proper completion of the grading, 
including but not limited to the following: 



1.  Mitigation of adverse environmental impacts as disclosed by any environmental 
document findings, including but not limited to those matters specified in 
subsection B of this section; 

2.  Improvement of any existing grading to comply with the standards of the grading 
ordinance; 

3.  Requirements for fencing or other protection of grading which would otherwise 
be hazardous; 

4.  Requirements for dust, erosion, sediment and noise control, hours of operation 
and season of work, access roads and haul routes; 

5.  Requirements for safeguarding watercourses, whether natural or manmade, from 
excessive deposition of sediment or debris. In no case shall deposition of sediment 
or debris cause an exceedance of applicable water quality standards; 

6.  Assurance that the land area in which grading is proposed and for which 
habitable structures are proposed is not subject to hazards of land slippage or 
significant settlement or erosion and that the hazards of flooding can be eliminated 
or adequately reduced; 

  7.  Requirements for safeguarding existing water wells.  

   
1.10. - Liability: 
 
Neither issuance of grading approval under the provisions of the grading ordinance nor compliance 
with the provisions hereof or with any conditions imposed in a permit issued hereunder shall relieve 
any person from responsibility for damage to any person or property or impose any liability upon the 
City for damage to any person or property. 

  
1.11. - Scope of approval: 
 
The issuance of grading approval shall not be construed as an approval of any action or condition 
constituting a violation of the provisions of the grading ordinance or of any other applicable laws, 
ordinances, rules or regulations.  

  
1.12. - Water obstruction: 
 

No person shall do or permit to be done any grading which may obstruct, impede, or interfere with 
the natural flow of storm waters, whether such waters are unconfined upon the surface of the land or 
confined within land depressions, natural drainage ways, unimproved channels, watercourses, 
improved ditches, channels or conduits, in such manner as to cause flooding where it would not 
otherwise occur, aggravate any existing flooding condition or cause accelerated erosion except where 
said grading is in accordance with all applicable laws including, but not limited to, the provisions of 
the grading ordinance. 

  
 



1.13. - Levee work: 
 
No person shall excavate or remove any material from or otherwise alter any levee adjacent to any 
river, creek, bay, or local drainage control channel, without prior approval of the governmental 
agency or agencies responsible for the operation and/or maintenance of the levee.  

  
1.14. - Construction in public right-of-ways: 
 
No person shall perform any grading work within the right-of-way of a public road or street, or 
within a public easement, without prior written approval of the director, and without obtaining a City 
encroachment permit.  

  
1.15. - Hazards: 
 

Whenever the director determines that any grading on private property constitutes a condition which 
could endanger persons or property, or could adversely affect the safety, use or stability of adjacent 
property, or an overhead or underground utility, or any public way, watercourse or drainage channel, 
or could adversely affect the water quality of any water bodies or watercourses, the owner of the 
property upon which the condition is located, or other person or agent in possession or control of 
said property, upon receipt of notice in writing from the director, shall, within the period specified 
therein, stop all work. The director may require the submission of plans, soil or geological reports, 
detailed construction recommendations, drainage study or other engineering data prior to and in 
connection with any work or activity proposed or required to correct such condition.  

  
1.16. - Not retroactive: 
 
The provisions of the grading ordinance shall not apply to planned or existing construction for which 
all previously necessary permits and approvals were obtained prior to the effective date of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter.  

  
SECTION 2. Application for Grading Approval 
 
2.1. - Filing of application for grading approval—Permit: 
 
Applications for permits shall be obtained from and filed with the department of planning and 
development, building inspections division. Each application shall include a plan checking fee, the 
preliminary or final grading plans and a statement of the intended use of the site. Only one 
application and permit is allowed for grading work to be done on a site. The director shall determine 
whether the application is complete in accordance with provisions of Article III of this chapter 
herein and may require additional information from the applicant before accepting the application as 
complete. The applicant shall be notified within ten (10) working days if the application is deemed 
incomplete, and of the requirements for completing the application.  

 

  



2.2. - Improvement plans in lieu of application for permit: 
 
Where a subdivision improvement plan is being processed in conjunction with either an approved 
tentative, parcel, or final map; or a site plan is being processed in accordance with the provisions of 
this code, such plan shall also be considered as an application for grading approval. Such plans shall 
be reviewed and approved, conditionally approved or denied in accordance with the standards and 
requirements set forth in the grading ordinance and other applicable City specifications. If an 
improvement plan or site plan is approved, then a separate grading permit shall not be required. 
Approval of the improvement plans constitutes approval of the grading work intended.  

  
2.3. - Grading prior to issuance of building permit or approval of improvement plans:  
 

Applicants for a permit to allow grading prior to issuance of a building permit or approval of 
improvement plans shall meet the following requirements: 

A. Preliminary grading plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the director. 
This plan shall conform to the requirements of the grading ordinance and any 
applicable conditions placed on the project as a result of any formal discretionary 
permit process. The applicant shall acknowledge that any additional grading or 
revisions to work necessitated by conflicts discovered during the improvement plan 
check or subsequent construction will be corrected at the applicant’s expense. 

B. Both erosion and sediment control plans in accordance with provisions of Article 
III of this chapter, plans and specifications, of the grading ordinance shall be 
submitted for review and approval by the director. 

C. A winterization certification shall be submitted for review and approval by the 
director in accordance with Section 15.88.270 of this chapter. 

D. Plan check and inspection fee deposit shall be required in the amount of the full 
plan check fee applicable at the time of submittal in accordance with Section 
15.88.310 of this chapter. 

E. No grading permit shall be issued until all applicable CEQA requirements have been 
met.  

  
2.4. - Referral to other public agencies: 
 

The director may refer the application to other interested public agencies for their recommendations.  

  
2.5. - Permission of other agencies or owners: 
 
No application for grading approval shall relieve the applicant of responsibility for securing other 
permits or approvals required for work which is regulated by any other department or other public 
agency, or for obtaining any easements or authorization for grading on property not owned by the 
applicant. Proof of applicable public agency permits may be required prior to issuance of grading 
approval.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 3. Plans and Specifications 
 
3.1. - Application—Plans: 
 
Five complete sets of plans, as determined by the director, including but not limited to, profiles, 
cross-sections, topographic maps, erosion and sediment control plans, and accompanying 
specifications shall be submitted to the director with each application for grading approval or when 
otherwise required by the director for enforcement of any provision of this chapter. At the time of 
application, the applicant may provide preliminary grading plans. Prior to the issuance of grading 
approval, the applicant must furnish final grading plans and all erosion and sediment control plans. 
Preliminary grading plans with appropriate changes and additions thereto may be accepted as final 
grading plans. When the final grading plans and other required documents have been approved, 
grading approval will be issued by the director. The work shall be done in strict compliance with the 
approved plans and specifications which shall not be changed or altered except in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter.  

  
3.2. - Preliminary grading plans: 
 
Preliminary grading plans provide for review and determination of grading requirements prior to 
approval of final plans and issuance of grading approval. Precise design at this stage is not required. 
The plans shall be clearly and legibly drawn and entitled “preliminary grading plan,” and shall contain 
a statement of the purpose of the proposed grading.  

 
3.3. - Final grading plans: 
 
Final grading plans and specifications shall be prepared and signed by a registered civil engineer, 
except as otherwise provided herein. The director may waive the requirement that all plans and 
specifications be prepared and signed by a registered civil engineer if the grading would not endanger 
the public health, safety, or welfare as determined by the director and would not involve or require 
any of the following: 

A. Cuts and fills with a combined total of three hundred fifty (350) cubic yards or 
more; 

 B. An access road serving five or more existing or proposed residences; 

C. A cut or fill that is located so as to cause unduly increased pressure or reduce 
support upon adjacent structure of property; 

D. The construction of any drainage or sediment control structures, culverts, or 
facilities or alteration of any existing drainage course; 

 E. The creation or aggravation of an unstable slope condition.  



  
3.4. - Erosion and sediment control plans (ESC plan):  
 
An ESC plan shall be prepared for all projects to control surface runoff and erosion and to retain 
sediment on a particular site and prevent pollution of site runoff during the period beginning when 
any preconstruction- or construction-related grading or soil storage first occurs, until all final 
improvements and permanent structures are complete. The ESC plan shall be prepared and 
submitted concurrently with the final grading plan. The ESC plan may be incorporated on the same 
plan sheet as the final grading plan unless it makes the sheet cluttered, or it may be submitted on a 
clean separate sheet. The separate sheet shall be drawn clearly and legibly and entitled “erosion and 
sediment control plan,” shall contain a statement of the purpose of the proposed best management 
practices to be used. 

  
3.5. - Post-construction erosion and sediment control plan (PC plan): 
  
The PC plan shall be prepared for all projects to control surface runoff and erosion and retain 
sediment on a particular site after all planned final improvements and/or structures have been 
installed or erected. The PC plan shall be prepared and submitted concurrently with the final grading 
plan. The PC plan shall be drawn clearly and legibly, and entitled “post-construction erosion and 
sediment control plan.” The PC plan shall contain a statement of the purpose of the proposed best 
management practices to be used to secure the project after completion. 

  
3.6. - Winterization certification: 
 
A winterization certification shall be submitted no later than September 30th for all projects where 
any construction will occur between October 15th and April 15th. Construction that will occur solely 
in the summer months, between April 16th and October 14th will not be required to submit a 
winterization certification. The winterization certification shall consist of a written statement or 
descriptive plan sheet from the owner certifying that the project under construction is prepared for 
an event which will stop construction, such as rain or snow, that all ESC plan best management 
practices are in place and operating correctly, that housekeeping practices are maintained and that the 
site can be left or abandoned safely for an extended period of time during the rainy season without 
causing any erosion and sediment control problems. If a winterization certification is required and 
has not been submitted and approved prior to October 1st, the grading approval will be suspended 
until a winterization certification is submitted and approval obtained.  

 
3.7. - Modification of approved plans:  
 
Any modifications of an approved final plan shall be submitted in writing to the director, who shall 
approve or deny such modification in his or her sole discretion. All necessary soils and geological 
information and design details shall accompany any proposed modification. Any modification shall 
be compatible with all subdivision map or land use requirements. 

   
 



SECTION 4 Permit Requirements 
 
4.1. - General: 
 
The director shall issue grading approval if final grading plans satisfy the provisions of the grading 
ordinance. The director shall identify the provision, requirement, or condition which has not yet been 
met or performed by the applicant in the event the issuance of grading approval is denied. 

  
4.2. - Fees: 
 

A. The applicant shall pay a fee to cover the City’s costs of reviewing plans, 
specifications, reports and other materials related to grading approval and 
performing all engineering services, field investigations, inspections, routine 
laboratory tests of materials and compaction or other work or services in 
connection with the issuance of grading approval or to determine or enforce 
compliance with any requirement or provision set forth in this chapter. 

B. The fee or fees required by subsection A shall be established from time to time by 
resolution of the City council and shall be paid to the director either before grading 
approval is issued or before the issuance of a building permit, or both in accordance 
with the fee schedule adopted by resolution of the City council. The director may 
charge additional fees in any case where the City incurs costs that are not covered by 
the initial fee payment(s). 

C. If grading work is done in violation of the grading ordinance or does not comply 
with the terms and conditions of a grading approval issued for such grading, the 
violator is required to pay the City for all costs actually incurred by the City to 
inspect or investigate such violation and to perform inspection and plan checking of 
work required to correct the violation.  

  
4.3. - Progress report: 
 
Applicant shall submit periodic progress reports on specified calendar dates and at commencement 
and completion of specified grading and erosion and sediment control operations. The dates upon 
which such reports are required and their content shall be as required by the director in the grading 
approval.  

  
4.4. - Submit record construction drawings: 
 
The applicant shall submit to the director record construction drawings of the final grading plan and 
erosion and sediment control plans following completion of grading operations.  

  
4.5. - Performance of work—Inspection: 
 
The director may inspect any work done pursuant to the grading ordinance at any time during the 
course of construction. No person shall be deemed to have complied with the grading ordinance 



until a final inspection of the work has been made by the director. As a condition of any grading 
approval, the applicant shall provide the City a right-of-entry and reasonable access to the site during 
the performance of all work and for a minimum period of one year after acceptance by the director 
of all improvements pursuant to the grading ordinance.  

  
4.6. - Location of property lines: 
 
Prior to any grading work or related activities, the owner must flag all property corners of the parcel 
of land to be graded. If the property corners are unknown, or whenever the location of a property 
line or easement or the title thereto is disputed during the application process or during a grading 
operation, a survey by a licensed land surveyor or civil engineer or other resolution of the title 
dispute, all at the expense of the applicant, may be required by the director.  

  
4.7. - Other responsibilities of applicant: 
 

A. Protection of Utilities. The applicant shall be responsible for the prevention of 
damage to any public utilities or services. 

B. Protection of Adjacent Property. The applicant shall be responsible for the 
prevention of damage to adjacent property. No person(s) shall excavate on land that 
is so close to the property line as to endanger any adjoining public street, sidewalk, 
alley, structure or other public or private property or easement without supporting 
and protecting such property from any damage which might otherwise result. 

C. Advance Notice. The applicant shall notify the director at least twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to the start of work. 

D. Erosion and Sediment Control. It shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant to 
prevent discharge of sediment from the site, in quantities greater than before the 
grading occurred, to any watercourse, drainage system, or adjacent property. 

   
4.8. - Time limits:  
 
All the work required by the permit or grading approval shall be completed within the time limits 
specified in the permit or approval. If the work cannot be completed within the specified time, a 
request for an extension of time setting forth the reasons for the requested extension shall be 
presented in writing to the director no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the permit 
or approval. The director shall in his or her sole discretion approve or deny such requests. The 
director may require a new application and fees depending on the time between the expiration date 
and the extension request, revisions in City regulations, and/or changed circumstances in the 
immediate area.  

  
4.9. - Transfer of grading approval: 
 
No approval or permit issued under the grading ordinance may be transferred or assigned in any 
manner whatsoever, without the express written consent of the director. 



4.10. - Improvement security required: 
 

A. As a condition for the issuance of grading approval, the director may require the 
deposit of an improvement security in an amount deemed sufficient by him or her 
to assure faithful performance of the grading work in the event of default on the 
part of the applicant. Said security shall be in a form acceptable to the City. 

B. In the case of subdivisions, the improvement security shall remain in effect until 
final inspections have been made and all grading work and subdivision 
improvements have been accepted by the City. 

C. For projects other than subdivisions, the improvement security shall remain in 
effect until final inspections have been made and all grading work has been accepted 
by the director. 

D. In addition to the improvement security, the director may also require the deposit of 
maintenance security in an amount deemed sufficient by him or her to guarantee 
and maintain the grading work performed, to assure the proper functioning of 
drainage systems and adequate erosion and sedimentation control. Said maintenance 
security shall be in a form acceptable to the City and shall remain in effect for a 
period of one year after the date of acceptance of the improvements or grading 
work, as designated in subsections B and C of this section, or such other periods of 
time as required by the director. 

E. Any deposit required by the director pursuant to this title shall be payable to the 
City. 

F. Upon failure to complete the work, failure to comply with all of the terms of the 
grading ordinance, or failure of the completed site to function properly to provide 
proper drainage or erosion and sedimentation control, the City may do the required 
work, or cause it to be done and collect from the applicant or surety all costs 
incurred thereto, including administrative and inspection costs. Any unused portion 
of a deposit shall be refunded to the applicant after deduction by the City of the 
cost of the work.  

  
4.11. - Appeals: 
 
Appeals of any decision made pursuant to the grading ordinance shall be made to the construction 
codes advisory and appeals board in writing, setting forth the specific grounds therefor. Such appeals 
shall be heard and determined in accordance with the procedures set forth in this code. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 5 Enforcement 
 
5.1. - Enforcement official: 
 
The director shall enforce the provisions of the grading ordinance.   
 
5.2. - Suspension and revocation of grading approval: 
 
The director may suspend or revoke grading approval for good cause. In the event that a suspension 
or revocation is appealed to the construction codes advisory and appeals board, no work shall be 
performed pending appeal except as expressly authorized, in writing, by the director.  

  
5.3. - Stop work order: 
 

A. Whenever any work is being done in violation of the provisions of the grading 
ordinance or any other applicable law, ordinance, rule or regulation, the director 
may order the work stopped by serving written notice of such violation on any 
persons engaged in, doing, or causing such work to be done. Any such person shall 
forthwith stop such work until authorized by the director to proceed with the work. 
If there are no persons present on the premises, the notice shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place. The notice shall state the nature of the violation. Any person 
violating a stop work order shall be guilty of an infraction. 

B. Upon receipt of or knowledge of the existence of such stop work notice, the person 
performing the work shall: 

  1.  Stop work immediately; and 

2.  Within twenty-four (24) hours, provide the director with a list of remedies which 
can be immediately undertaken to bring the work into compliance with this title; and 

3.  Within twenty-four (24) hours after acceptance of such remedies by the director, 
undertake at the violator’s expense, such action as is necessary to bring the work 
into compliance with this title. 

4.  If engineering work is required to identify and define the proper course of action, 
as determined by the director, such work shall be provided by the violator at no cost 
to the City. 

  
5.4. - Abatement of unlawfully created conditions: 
 

A. Any condition in violation of the grading ordinance is declared to be a public 
nuisance, subject to abatement. In the event that the director determines that a 
violation has created a condition which is of such a nature to be imminently 
dangerous to the public health, safety or welfare, such condition may be abated in 
accordance with the summary abatement procedures set forth in this code. 

The following conditions are declared to constitute an imminently dangerous 
condition: 



1.  When a violation has altered natural drainage patterns and has caused flooding to 
any downstream or upstream property; or 

2.  When a violation results in a condition which creates a drainage alteration such 
that upstream or downstream property may be flooded when weather conditions 
change and the owner, lessee, or licensee of the property on which the violation 
exists cannot be found; or 

3.  When a violation results in a hazard, requiring immediate correction for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or welfare; or 

4.  When a violation results in a discharge or release of significant amounts of 
sediment which causes or threatens to cause flooding, property damage, or unsafe 
conditions. 

B. The costs incurred by City to abate any nuisance caused by a violation of the grading 
ordinance shall be assessed against the subject property as a lien or made a personal 
obligation to the owner of the property. Such costs may include, but shall not be 
limited to, the following: 

  1.  Engineering and design costs; 

  2.  Contractor service bills or public employee wages at cost; 

3.  Administrative overhead and supervision based on ten (10) percent of all other 
costs incurred; 

4.  Interest which shall accrue and be billed at the rate of ten (10) percent of all 
unpaid amounts from the date of billing; 

  5.  Attorney fees and costs. 

C. The abatement procedures set forth in this section are cumulative and in addition to 
any other rights or remedies which are or may be available to City to correct or 
cause to be corrected any violation of the grading ordinance, or to abate a condition 
which is otherwise a public nuisance.  

  
5.5. - Infraction: 
 
Any person violating any provision of the grading ordinance shall be guilty of an infraction.  

  
5.6. - Nonexclusive remedies: 
 
The remedies provided herein are not exclusive, and are in addition to any other remedy or penalty 
provided by law for violation of the grading ordinance.  

  
5.7. - Right of entry: 
 
Whenever necessary to enforce the provisions of the grading ordinance, the director may enter the 
premises at all reasonable times to the extent authorized by law to perform any duty imposed by the 
grading ordinance. If such entry is refused, the director shall have recourse to every remedy provided 
by law to secure entry.  



This form is to be completed by the contractor/developer and submitted with the City's grading permit application.

1) Project Information
Applicant Name: _____________________ Phone: _______________________
Applicant Address: __________________________________________________

Project Contact: ______________________ Phone: _______________________
Project Address: ____________________________________________________
Project Name: _______________________ Parcel Number(s): ______________
Disturbed Area (Acres): ________________ Total Project Size: ______________
Proposed Impervious Area: ______________________Receiving Water: ________________

r Residential (Single Family) r Restaurant
r Residential (Multi-Family) r Hillside Development
r Commercial r Parking Lot
r Automotive r Streets/Roads
r Retail Gasoline Outlet r Industrial

2) Planned BMPs/Controls
Check Applicable Controls
r Erosion Controls r Vehicle Maintenance/Fueling Area
r DI Sediment Controls r Concrete Wash Area
r Other Sediment Controls r Paint Wash Area
r Material Storage Area r Stabilized Accesses
r Waste Containment r Spill Kit

Describe which controls were not selected and why: ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3) Post Construction BMPs
Please list post construction BMPs (other than landscaping) that will be implemented:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
If no post construction BMPs were selected, please explain why: ___________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Print Name: _________________________ Title: ________________________________

Signature: ___________________________ Date: ________________________________

Project Information Sheet



Inspection Type:    qInitial    qRe-Inspection     qPre-Storm     qDuring     qPost-Storm

Tracking Controls Yes No N/A Follow Up Action Taken

Are roads free of sediment?

Are current BMPs effectively preventing tracking of sediment?

Sediment Controls

Are sediment controls properly implemented?

Are current BMPs adequately preventing sediment loss?

Is DI protection installed properly and working correctly?

Erosion Controls

Are erosion controls properly implemented?

Are current BMPs adequately preventing erosion?

Wind Erosion Controls

Are wind erosion controls properly implemented?

Are current BMPs adequately preventing wind erosion?

Non-Stormwater Management

Have all unauthorized non-stormwater discharges been 
eliminated or permitted?

Are authorized BMPs for non-stormwater discharges properly 
implemented?

Any non-visible pollutant sampling required?

Waste and Disposal Management

Is construction debris in the waste containers?

Are debris and trash removed regularly from the site?

Material Storage

Are materials covered from weather?

Are materials stored away from drain inlets?

Follow up inspection needed?  qNo  qYes    Enforcement needed?  qNo  qYes    Is any sampling required?  qNo  qYes

Comments (identify any follow up action or reporting required):

Date: Rainy Season Ends:
Inspector: Type of Project:

Description of Work: Weather:
Date of last SWPPP inspection: Estimated Size of Disturbed Area:

Inspector Signature: Contractor/Developer: 

Project Name: WDID #:

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Inspection Form



 
City of Paso Robles 

SWPPP Inspection Form Instructions 

 
The SWPPP inspection form is to be used by the City of Paso Robles staff while conducting storm water 
compliance inspections.  Sites should be monitored regularly, to assure BMP effectiveness and compliance 
with the city’s storm water permit.  The SWPPP inspection form utilizes check boxes to describe BMP 
conditions.  If the described BMP is effective, check “yes,” if not, check “no.” If the described BMP is not 
implemented because it is not necessary, check “N/A.” If follow-up action is needed, place a check in the 
appropriate column and describe the necessary action in the comments section.  Upon revisiting the project, 
the inspector may note that the requested BMP modifications were implemented in the “Action Taken” 
box. 
 
Tracking Controls- 
Use this section to identify locations where vehicle or equipment tracking is an issue.  Tracking significant 
sediment onto roadways outside of the project could result in a sediment discharge or dust control issues.  
Identify the source of the tracking and note the source on the report.  Suggest improvements or repairs 
needed for current BMPs. 
 
Sediment Controls-  
Sediment controls are secondary BMPs, used to capture eroded or tracked sediment. Sediment control  
BMPs such as wattles, gravel bags, drain inlet filters, etc., should be appropriately installed and maintained. 
The inspector will have to use his or her judgment to determine whether or not the chosen BMPs are 
effective. 
 
Erosion Controls- 
Erosion controls are primary BMPs used to resist sediment migration.  Erosion control BMPs such as straw 
and tackifier, blankets, hydroseed, etc., should be appropriately installed prior to rain events.  The inspector 
will have to use his or her judgment to determine whether or not the chosen BMPs are effective. 
 
Wind Erosion Controls- 
Inspector should judge whether or not dust control is an issue at the project.  Inspector should also identify 
which dust control BMPs are being implemented, if any.  Sprayed water and soil binders are typical dust 
control BMPs.  Dust control BMPs should not be applied in excess, or in such a way that they produce 
runoff and a storm water discharge concern. 
 
Non-Stormwater Management- 
Water being used for construction, that isn’t precipitation, must also be managed to prevent pollutant 
migration.  This sometimes included minor dewatering, road washing, equipment washing, paving and 
grinding operations, etc.  Non-stormwater discharges are subject to the same regulations and quality 
standards as storm water discharges. 
 
Waste and Disposal Management- 
All waste products must be adequately contained to prevent exposure to the elements.  Typical problems 
include inadequate numbers of waste containers or uncovered trash areas (such as pig-pins). 
 
Material Storage- 
All construction material should be covered or otherwise protected while not in use.  Describe any exposed 
materials that pose a threat to water quality. 
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Job No.:  

8316

To Dennis Fansler 

 City of Paso Robles 

From: Jennifer O'Neal 

Date: May 16, 2007 

We are transmitting by: 

 URGENT! 

 Meeting/Phone Summary 

 For Your Information 

 Other:       
 

Subject:  SWPPP Inspection Sheet Instructions 

 
Comments: 
Dennis, 
 
The SWPPP inspection form is to be used by the City of Paso Robles staff while conducting storm water compliance 
inspections.  Sites should be monitored regularly, to assure BMP effectiveness and compliance with the city’s storm water 
permit.  The SWPPP inspection form utilizes check boxes to describe BMP conditions.  If the described BMP is effective, 
check “yes,” if not, check “no.” If the described BMP is not implemented because it is not necessary, check “N/A.” If follow-
up action is needed, place a check in the appropriate column and describe the necessary action in the comments section.  
Upon revisiting the project, the inspector may note that the requested BMP modifications were implemented in the “Action 
Taken” box. 
 
Tracking Controls- 
Use this section to identify locations where vehicle or equipment tracking is an issue.  Tracking significant sediment onto 
roadways outside of the project could result in a sediment discharge or dust control issues.  Identify the source of the tracking 
and note the source on the report.  Suggest improvements or repairs needed for current BMPs. 
 
Sediment Controls-  
Sediment controls are secondary BMPs, used to capture eroded or tracked sediment. Sediment control BMPs such as wattles, 
gravel bags, drain inlet filters, etc., should be appropriately installed and maintained. The inspector will have to use his or her 
judgment to determine whether or not the chosen BMPs are effective. 
 
Erosion Controls- 
Erosion controls are primary BMPs used to resist sediment migration.  Erosion control BMPs such as straw and tackifier, 
blankets, hydroseed, etc., should be appropriately installed prior to rain events.  The inspector will have to use his or her 
judgment to determine whether or not the chosen BMPs are effective. 
 
Wind Erosion Controls- 
Inspector should judge whether or not dust control is an issue at the project.  Inspector should also identify which dust control 
BMPs are being implemented, if any.  Sprayed water and soil binders are typical dust control BMPs.  Dust control BMPs 
should not be applied in excess, or in such a way that they produce runoff and a storm water discharge concern.  
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Non-Stormwater Management- 
Water being used for construction, that isn’t precipitation, must also be managed to prevent pollutant migration.  This 
sometimes included minor dewatering, road washing, equipment washing, paving and grinding operations, etc.  Non-
stormwater discharges are subject to the same regulations and quality standards as storm water discharges. 
 
Waste and Disposal Management- 
All waste products must be adequately contained to prevent exposure to the elements.  Typical problems include inadequate 
numbers of waste containers or uncovered trash areas (such as pig-pins). 
 
Material Storage- 
All construction material should be covered or otherwise protected while not in use.  Describe any exposed materials that 
pose a threat to water quality. 
 
 
Hope this is helpful; please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Jennifer O’Neal 
 
 
 
 



Date: ______________________      Project:______________________________

WDID#:________________________      Reviewed By:_________________________

Yes No

1. r r Does plan contain a WDID number? (WDID#: ____________________ )
2. r r Does plan contain a signed Annual Certification?
3. r r Does plan contain a signed copy of the Notice of Intent (NOI)?
4. r r Does plan list the name and telephone number of a qualified person responsible for site BMP inspections?
5. r r Does plan include a list of all contractors and their phone numbers and addresses?

Yes No

6. r r Plan contains a site vicinity map
7. r r Plan contains an acceptable BMP exhibit:

a. rDoes exhibit contain storm water collection and discharge points?

b. rDoes the exhibit show general topography before and after construction?

c. rDoes exhibit identify site drainage patterns and relevant adjacent drainageways?

d. rDoes exhibit identify which erosion and sediment controls will be used?

e. rDoes exhibit identify existing and planned paved areas and buildings?

f. r Does exhibit identify material storage/cleaning and maintenance areas?

Yes No

8. r r Does plan contain a sampling and analysis strategy?
9. r r Does plan contains a narrative description of BMPs that will be implemented?
10. r r Does plan describe the site BMP maintenance schedule?
11. r r Does plan identifies non-storm water discharges?
12. r r Does plan contain site runoff coefficients for both the before and after construction conditions?
13. r r Does plan describe anticipated storm water run-on?
14. r r Does plan contains a project scope/description of activities?
15. r r Does plan decribe which post-construction BMPs will be used?
16. r r Does plan list potential pollutants that may be exposed during construction?
17. r r Does plan contains construction activity dates?
18. r r Does plan contains a site description?

a. rAcreage
b. rSoil type(s)
c. rReceiving water

19. r r Is SWPPP acceptable?
If SWPPP is not acceptable, what modifications are necessary:__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

SWPPP Review Checklist

SWPPP Document

Maps/Exhibits

Required Documents



 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E 
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   ORDINANCE NO. XXX  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES  
 
 

[Post-Construction Stormwater Runoff Control]  
 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act,  and its implementing regulations for 
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System ("NPDES"), the City was required to 
obtain a storm water permit (the "NPDES Permit") for the City's storm sewer system; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant the NPDES Permit, City prepared and adopted a Storm Water 
Management Plan (the "SWMP") that was approved by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board; and 
 
WHEREAS, in further implementation of the SWMP, City is required to implement certain 
Best Management Practices ("BMPs") to help control stormwater runoff into the City's storm 
sewer system and to minimize the dispersal of pollutants into such system; 
 
NOW THEREFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE 
ROBLES DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 
 
Municipal Code Section ________________ is hereby added to the El Paso de 

Robles Municipal Code and is adopted to read as follows: 
 

SECTION 1 General Provisions 
 
1.1. – Findings of Fact: 
 
The City Council adopts this Chapter based upon the following findings: 
 

A.  The Federal Clean Water Act provides for the regulation and reduction of pollutants 
discharged into waters of the United States by extending National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System ("NPDES") requirements to stormwater and urban runoff 
discharges into the City stormwater conveyance system. 

 
B.  Stormwater flows from individual properties to the municipal storm drain system and 

then ultimately discharges to waters of the United States. 
 
C.  The City has obtained permit coverage under the State of California’s Waste 

Discharge Requirements for Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (Order 
No. 2003-0005-DWQ) and the National Pollutants Discharge Elimination System 
General Permit No.  CAS000004 under the Clean Water Act.  Under the provisions of 
this permit, the City is required to possess the necessary legal authority and to 
implement appropriate procedures to regulate the entry of pollutants and non-
stormwater discharges into the City stormwater conveyance system.  
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1.2. - Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to ensure the health, safety and general welfare of citizens, 
and to protect and enhance the water quality of watercourses and water bodies in a manner 
pursuant to and consistent with the Federal Clean Water Act by reducing pollutants in 
stormwater discharges to the maximum extent practicable and by prohibiting non-stormwater 
discharges to the stormwater conveyance system.   

 
1.3.  Definitions: 
 
Applicant- A property owner or agent of a property owner who is developing or 
redeveloping a site that meets the criteria defined in Section 2.0 of this ordinance.  
 
Best Management Practices- Activities, practices, and procedures that prevent or reduce the 
discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to the municipal storm drain system and waters 
of the United States.  Best Management Practices include but are not limited to: treatment 
facilities to remove pollutants from storm water; operating and maintenance procedures; 
facility management practices to control runoff, spillage or leaks of non-stormwater, waste 
disposal, and drainage from materials storage; erosion and sediment control practices; and 
the prohibition of specific activities, practices and procedures and other such provisions as 
the City determines appropriate for the control of pollutants.   
 
Building- Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having walls and a roof, designed 
for the shelter of any person, animal, or property, and occupying more than 100 square feet 
of area.  
 
Channel- A natural or artificial watercourse with a definite bed and banks that conducts 
continuously or periodically flowing water.  
 
City- The City of El Paso de Robles. 
 
Dedication- The deliberate appropriation of property by its owner for general public use.  
 
Detention- The temporary storage of storm runoff in a stormwater management practice with 
the goals of controlling peak discharge rates and providing gravity settling of pollutants.  
 
Detention Facility- A detention basin or alternative structure designed for the purpose of 
temporary storage of surface runoff and gradual release of stored water at controlled rates.  
 
Developer- A person who develops real estate, especially by preparing a site for residential 
or commercial  use. 
 
Drainage Easement- A legal right granted by a landowner to a grantee allowing the use of 
private land for stormwater management purposes.  
 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan- A plan that is designed to minimize the accelerated 
erosion and sediment runoff at a site during construction activities.  
 
Impervious Surface- Surfaces incapable of being infiltrated by water (e.g., building 
rooftops, pavement, sidewalks, driveways, etc).  
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Industrial Activity- Activities subject to NPDES Industrial Permits as defined in 40 CFR, 
Section 122.26 (b) (14). 
 
Industrial Stormwater Permit- A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit 
issued to a commercial industry or group of industries which regulates the pollutant levels 
associated with industrial stormwater discharges or specifies on-site pollution control 
strategies.  
 
Infiltration- The process of percolating stormwater into the subsurface.  
  
Infiltration Facility -Any structure or device designed to infiltrate retained water to the 
subsurface.  These facilities may be above grade or below grade.  
 
Jurisdictional Wetland- An area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or 
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, commonly known as hydrophytic 
vegetation.  
 
Land Disturbance Activity- Any activity which removes existing vegetation or otherwise 
disturbs the surface of the land.  This may include the grading, digging, cutting, scraping, or 
excavating of soil, placement of fill materials, paving, construction, substantial removal of 
vegetation, or any activity which bares soil or rock.  
 
Landowner- The legal or beneficial owner of land, including those holding the right to 
purchase or lease the land, or any other person holding proprietary rights in the land.  
 
Maintenance Agreement- A legally recorded document that acts as a property deed 
restriction, and which provides for long-term maintenance of storm water management 
practices.  
 
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP)- A technology-based standard established by 
Congress in the Clean Water Act Section 402(p)(3)(iii) for stormwater discharge to apply to 
all small municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) operators regulated under the 
NPDES program.  MEP is generally the result of emphasizing pollution prevention and 
source control best management practices as the preferred method of preventing water 
pollution. The MEP approach is an ever-evolving, flexible and advancing concept, which 
considers technical and economic feasibility.  As knowledge about controlling urban runoff 
continues to evolve, so does MEP. 
 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)- A conveyance or system of conveyances 
(including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, 
ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains) owned by a State, county, city, town, or other 
public body, that is designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water, which is not a 
combined sewer, and which is not a part of a publicly owned treatment works. 
 
Non-Stormwater Discharge- Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed 
entirely of storm water.  
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Off-Site Facility- A stormwater management measure located outside the subject property 
boundary described in the permit application for land development activity.  
 
On-Site Facility- A stormwater management measure located within the subject property 
boundary described in the permit application for land development activity.  
 
Pollutant- Anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include but are 
not limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; non-hazardous 
liquid and solid waste and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter or other discarded or 
abandoned objects, articles, and accumulations, so that they may cause or contribute to 
pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; 
sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal wastes; 
wastes and residues that result from constructing a building or structure (including but not 
limited to sediments, slurries, and concrete waste); and noxious or offensive matter of any 
kind.   
 
Recharge- The replenishment of underground water reserves.  
 
Redevelopment-  The construction, alteration or improvement which result in five acres or 
more of disturbed soil area and where existing land use is high-density commercial, 
industrial, institutional or multi-family residential.  
 
Run-off Reduction Measure- Site design components that reduce the amount of stormwater 
runoff by promoting infiltration or reducing or disconnecting impervious surfaces. 
 
Stop Work Order- An order issued which requires that all construction activity on a site be 
stopped.  
 
Stormwater- Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from 
precipitation events. 
 
Stormwater Management- The use of structural or non-structural practices that are 
designed to reduce storm water runoff pollutant loads, discharge volumes, and/or peak flow 
discharge rates.  
 
Source Control Measure- Measure that prevent pollutants from entering storm water to 
begin with.   
 
Treatment Measure- Measures, either structural or nonstructural, that are determined to be 
the most effective, practical means of preventing or reducing point source or non-point 
source pollution inputs to stormwater runoff and water bodies.  
 
Watercourse- A permanent or intermittent stream or other body of water, either natural or 
man-made, which gathers or carries surface water.  
 
Waters of the United States- Surface watercourses and water bodies as defined at 40 CFR 
section 122.2, including all natural waterways and definite channels and depressions in the 
earth that may carry water, event though such waterways may only carry water during rains 
and storms and may not carry storm water at and during all times and seasons. 
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Waters of the State-  All surface watercourses and water bodies, including lakes, bays, 
ponds, impounding reservoirs, springs, wells, rivers, streams, creeks, marshes, inlets, canals, 
and all other bodies of surface waters (Porter Cologne Section 13050 (e)).  This definition 
includes, but is broader than, Waters of the United States.  
 
1.4. Applicability  
 
This ordinance shall be applicable to all subdivision or site plan applications, unless eligible 
for an exemption or granted a waiver by the City of El Paso de Robles.  This ordinance 
applies to developments that fall within the following categories: 
 
A. Development on hillsides, as defined in Chapter 21.14A. 
B. Commercial developments that result in of 100,000 square feet or more of impervious 
surface area. 
C. Automotive repair shops. 
D. Retail gasoline outlets. 
E. Restaurants 
F. Residential subdivisions with 10 or more housing units. 
G. Parking lots of 5,000 square feet or more with 25 or more parking spaces and potentially 
exposed to storm water runoff. 
 
The ordinance may also apply to land development activities that are smaller than the 
minimum applicability criteria if such activities are part of a larger common plan of 
development that meets the applicability criteria.  This ordinance may also apply to 
redevelopment projects as deemed appropriate by the City of El Paso de Robles. 
 

 
1.5. Compatibility with Other Permit and Ordinance Requirements  
 
This ordinance is not intended to interfere with, abrogate, or annul any other ordinance, rule 
or regulation, stature, or other provision of law.  The requirements of this ordinance should 
be considered minimum requirements, and where any provision of this ordinance imposes 
restrictions different from those imposed by any other ordinance, rule or regulation, or other 
provision of law, whichever provisions are more restrictive or impose higher protective 
standards for human health or the environment shall be considered to take precedence.  

 
1.7. Development of a Stormwater Design Manual  
 
The City of El Paso de Robles may furnish additional policy, criteria and information 
including specifications and standards, for the proper implementation of the requirements of 
this ordinance and may provide such information in the form of a Stormwater Design 
Manual.  
 

 
SECTION 2. Permit Procedures and Requirements 
 
2.1. Plan Approval  
 
No land owner or land operator shall receive approval of final improvement plans until the 
requirements of this ordinance are met unless otherwise approved by the City. 
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2.2. Application Requirements  
 
If this ordinance applies to a specific development, the design standards required by this 
ordinance must be incorporated into the development's improvements plans and those plans 
subjected to approval by the City.   
 
The City may also require a post-construction Maintenance Plan that will ensure the long 
term operation of any specific best management practice.  The City may also require owners 
of privately-owned storm water best management practices devices to enter into a 
maintenance agreement or a deed covenant to ensure the long term operation and 
maintenance of any such devices.  
 
 
SECTION 3.0 Waivers to Stormwater Management Requirements 
 
3.1. Waivers for Providing Stormwater Management  
 
The City may develop a waiver program for those projects where incorporation of all of or 
part of the required design standards specified in this ordinance are not technically or 
economically feasible.  If the waiver program is developed, an applicant may submit a 
written request to waive the requirements of this ordinance, including evidence that 
compliance with the required design standards is not technically or economically feasible.  
All waivers must be submitted to the City for approval.  The waiver program may require a 
fee-in-lieu of complying with the design standards required by this ordinance.  The amount 
required to be paid will be determined by the City by resolution.  Any monetary contributions 
collected as part of a fee-in-lieu of waiver will be used to fund storm water management 
activities. 
 
 
SECTION 4.0  Design Standards 
 
To prevent the adverse impacts of stormwater runoff, the City will develop a set of 
performance standards that must be met at new development sites that fall within one of the 
applicable categories defined in Section 1.3. 
 
Unless a development is determined by the City to be exempt or is granted a waiver, the 
following design standards shall be addressed for stormwater management at all sites.  When 
a site development plan is submitted that is a redevelopment project as defined in Section 2 
of this ordinance, decisions on permitting and on-site stormwater requirements shall be 
determined by the City.  This criteria is dependent on the amount of impervious area created 
by the redevelopment and its impact on water quality.  Final authorization of all 
redevelopment projects will be determined after a review by the City.  
 

A. A storm water management plan must be prepared and submitted for approval by the 
City that indicates how the design standards identified in this section will be complied 
with.  The plan must illustrate sufficient engineering analysis to show that the 
proposed stormwater management measures are capable of controlling runoff from 
the site in compliance with a method deemed acceptable by the City. 
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B. Post-development peak storm water runoff discharge rates shall not exceed the 
estimated pre-development rate for developments where the increased peak storm 
water discharge rate will result in increased potential for downstream erosion.  

 
C. All stormwater runoff generated from new development which meets the stated 

criteria in Section 1.4 may not discharge untreated stormwater directly into a 
jurisdictional wetland or local water body without adequate treatment.  

 
D.  All developments that meet the criteria of this ordinance must be designed in a 

manner that minimizes, to the maximum extent practicable, the discharge of 
pollutants and non-stormwater discharges.  

 
E. All developments that meet the criteria of this ordinance must consider both treatment 

control and source control measures as defined by this ordinance.  All developments 
must maximize infiltration and groundwater recharge to the maximum extent 
practicable.   

 
F.  Sites shall be designed in a manner that limits clearing and grading to the minimum 

amount needed to build lots, allow access, and provide fire protection. 
 
G. Site layout must be designed in a manner in which maximizes vegetation. 
 
H. Treatment control selection and design must be approved by the City of El Paso de 

Robles. 
 
I. All treatment control measures must be designed per design criteria deemed 

acceptable by the City. 
 
J. All stormwater treatment facilities based on volume design shall be sized using the 

Urban Runoff Quality Management method (the 85th percentile capture ratio volume 
based treatment control sizing method) as set forth in the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) Manuals and Report on Engineering Practice No. 87 or by another 
method approved by the City. 

 
K. All outdoor waste management areas must be designed in a manner that minimizes 

the potential for pollutants and/or waste to come in contact with stormwater runoff 
and minimizes the potential for polluted storm water discharges.  

 
L. All outdoor material storage areas must be designed in a manner that minimizes the 

potential for pollutants to come in contact with stormwater runoff and in a manner 
that minimizes the potential for polluted stormwater discharges.  

 
M.  All new drain inlets must be stenciled with a brief statement that prohibits the 

discharge of improper materials to the storm drain conveyance system.  All stencils 
must be approved by the City.  

 
N. Commercial Developments that will be 100,000 square feet or larger must design the 

loading and unloading dock areas, any repair and maintenance bays, and/or any 
vehicle/equipment wash areas in a manner  that reduces the potential for pollutants to 
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come into contact with stormwater runoff and eliminates prohibited non-stormwater 
discharges.  Site layout is subject to approval by the City. 

 
O. All restaurants must be designed to include equipment and accessory wash areas that 

have a self-contained grease trap that is connected to the sanitary sewer.  If wash 
areas are located outdoors, it must be covered, paved, have secondary containment 
and be connected to the sanitary sewer.  All sanitary sewer connections must be 
approved by the City.   

 
P. All retail gas-outlets, automotive repair shops, repair/maintenance bays and vehicle 

wash areas must be properly designed to prevent oil and grease, solvents, car battery 
acid, coolant, gasoline, soap, detergent, waste and any other pollutants from 
discharging into the storm drain conveyance system.  Site design must be approved 
by the City.   

 
Q. Parking lots that will have more than 25 or more parking spaces must be designed in a 

manner that reduces impervious surface, minimizes the potential for polluted 
discharges and/non-stormwater discharge, and must incorporate both treatment and 
runoff reduction measures to address pollutants of concern.  Site design must be 
approved by the City. 

 
R. The applicant must prepare an erosion and sediment control plan for all construction 

activities related to implementing any on-site stormwater management practices  
 
S. All applicants must submit a Maintenance Plan with the stormwater management plan 

which must identify long term maintenance and operation strategy that will ensure the 
continued effectiveness of any specific stormwater treatment or source control 
measure.  The Maintenance Plan is subject to approval by the City. 

 
T. All stormwater measures are subject to final inspection prior to issuance of certificate 

of occupancy.  
 
U. Upon the completion of construction, all stormwater treatment facilities and must be 

certified by a professional engineer.   
 
V. The City may require more stringent stormwater management measures than those 

defined in this ordinance.  
 
W. The City may develop a run-off reduction credit system that may reduce the amount 

of stormwater treatment required.  
 
SECTION 5.0 Maintenance and Inspection of Stormwater Controls 
 
They City may establish an inspection program that may include: routine inspections; 
random inspections; inspections based upon complaints or other notice of possible violations; 
inspection of drainage basins; stormwater treatment controls and sources controls.  
Inspections may include: reviewing maintenance and repair records; sampling discharges of 
surface water, groundwater, and/or material or water in drainage control facilities; and 
evaluating the condition of drainage control facilities and other stormwater control practices.  
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5.1. Maintenance 
 
The City may require any applicants subjected to the requirements of this ordinance to enter 
into a maintenance agreement or deed covenant to ensure the long term adequacy and 
operation of any stormwater control.  All stormwater controls must be maintained in 
accordance with the Maintenance Plan as required under Section 4.0 of this ordinance.  The 
Maintenance Plan is subject to approval by the City.  
 
5.2. Right of Entry for Inspection  
 
When any new drainage control facility is installed on private property, or when any new 
connection is made between private property and a public drainage control system, sanitary 
sewer or combined sewer, the City shall have the right to make an inspection on the property 
at all reasonable times and in a reasonable manner for such purpose.  This includes the right 
to enter a property when it has a reasonable basis to believe that a violation of this ordinance 
is occurring or has occurred, and to enter when necessary for abatement of a public nuisance 
or correction of a violation of this ordinance.  
 
5.3. Records of Installation and Maintenance Activities  
 
Parties responsible for the operation and maintenance of a stormwater management facility 
shall make records of the installation and of all maintenance and repairs, and shall retain the 
records for at least ten (10) years.  These records shall be made available to the City of El 
Paso de Robles during inspection of the facility and at other reasonable times upon request.  
 
5.4. Failure to Maintain Best Management Practices  
 
The failure of a responsible party to comply with the requirements of the maintenance 
agreement or deed covenant is deemed to be a public nuisance, and subject to abatement 
pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 9.06 of the Municipal Code.  
 
 
SECTION 6.0.  Enforcement and Penalties 
 
6.1. Violations  
 
Any development activity that is commenced or is conducted contrary to this Ordinance shall 
be deemed to be a public nuisance may be restrained by injunction or otherwise abated in a 
manner provided by Chapter 9.06 of the Municipal Code. 
 
6.2. Notice of Violation  
 
When the City determines that an activity is not being carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of this Ordinance, it shall issue a written notice of violation to the owner of the 
property.  The notice of violation shall contain:  
 

A. The name and address of the owner or applicant;  
B. The address when available or a description of the building, structure or land upon 
which the violation is occurring;  
C. A statement specifying the nature of the violation;  
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D. A description of the remedial measures necessary to bring the development activity 
into compliance with this Ordinance and a time schedule for the completion of such 
remedial action;   
E. A statement of the penalty or penalties that shall or may be assessed against the 
person to whom the notice of violation is directed;  
F. A statement that the determination of violation may be appealed to the municipality 
by filing a written notice of appeal within fifteen (15) days of service of notice of 
violation.  
 

6.3. Stop Work Orders  
 
Persons receiving a notice of violation will be required to halt all construction activities.  
This "stop work order" will be in effect until the City s confirms that the development 
activity is in compliance and the violation has been satisfactorily addressed.  Failure to 
address a notice of violation in a timely manner can result in civil, criminal, or monetary 
penalties in accordance with the enforcement measures authorized in this ordinance.  
 
6.4. Civil and Criminal Penalties  
 
In addition to or as an alternative to any penalty provided herein or by law, any person who 
violates the provisions of this Chapter ___ shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
hundred dollars.  Such person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each day during which 
the violation occurs or continues.  
 
6.5. Restoration of lands  
 
Any violator may be required to restore land to its undisturbed condition.  In the event that 
restoration is not undertaken within a reasonable time after notice, the City of El Paso de 
Robles may take necessary corrective action, the cost of which shall become a lien upon the 
property until paid.  
 
6.6. Holds on Issuance of Certificates of Occupancy  
 
Certificates of Occupancy will not be granted until corrections to all stormwater practices 
have been made and accepted by the City of El Paso de Robles.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS 

 
SECTION 1. Publication.  This Ordinance shall be published once fifteen (15) days after its 
passage in a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published and circulated in the City in 
accordance with Section 36933 of the Government Code. 
 
Section 2.  Severability.  Should any provision of this Ordinance, or its application to any 
person or circumstance, be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unlawful, 
unenforceable or otherwise void, that determination shall have no effect on any other 
provision of this Ordinance or the application of this Ordinance to any other person or 
circumstance and, to that end, the provisions hereof are severable. 
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Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after adoption as 
provide by Government Code section 36937.    
 
Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on __________________________, 
and passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles on the _____ 
day of _________ 2007 by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
   
 , Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
         
, Deputy City Clerk 
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If street flushing was performed, were there any discharges into storm drains?

Were all pesticides or herbicides applied properly?

Position:________________________Name:_________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________  State:________  ZIP:_________________________

Was the discharge of wash water from street sweeping and street sweeper rinse out 
prevented from entering storm drains?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Location name/address:______________________________________________________________________

Maintenance Activities BMP Checklist

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Description of activity:________________________________________________________________________

Identification of Affected Watershed:____________________________________________________________

BMPs used:_______________________________________________________________________________

Chemicals used:____________________________________________________________________________

Were there discharges into any storm drainage facility?

Were there proper handling and disposal of materials removed from streets to prevent 
discharges of pollutants to waterways?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Vehicles/equipment used:_____________________________________________________________________

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Did pavement cutters recover and properly dispose of saw cutting wastes to avoid 
discharges to streets, gutters, storm drain inlets, or waterways?

If concrete slurry entered storm drains, was the material removed to the maximum extent 
practicable?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Were concrete slurry, asphalt, and other street and road maintenance materials and waste 
properly managed to prevent discharge

Were effective BMPs for storm drain protection and sediment transport control measures 
implemented when performing maintenance activities involving construction, regardless of 
project size?

Were nearby storm drain inlets protected prior to removing graffiti from walls, signs, 
sidewalks, or other structures needing graffiti abatement?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Were all paint waste and/or thermoplasic residue contained and properly dispose of to 
prevent discharges to storm drains?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Was the work site swept, and/or vacuumed to remove debris, concrete, or sediment 
residues upon completion of the maintenance work?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Were all construction remains, spills, and leaks cleaned up using dry methods (e.g., 
absorbent materials, rags, pads, vacuum)? 

Were there any broken waterlines, sprinkler heads, and valves in any irrigation systems that 
is causing excessive runoff?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Were there any discharge of debris, cleaning compound waste, paint waste or wash water 
containing cleaning compounds to storm drains or water courses?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         

Were concrete, steel, wood, metal parts, tools, or other work related materials prevented 
from entering storm drains or water course?

Were discharges of wash water from maintenance areas to storm drains prevented unless 
the wastewater was treated to meet water quality standards, and all the necessary permits for 
discharge were obtained from all authorized agencies?

Was the washout of concret trucks, chute, and/or concrete rinse contained in a designated 
area during all concrete pours and operation?

qYes   qNo   qNA         

qYes   qNo   qNA         







qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         
qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

qYes          qNo         

Business Phone Number:_______________________________  Business Fax:___________________________

Have all storm drainage facilities (inlets, catch basins, culverts, V-ditches, and pump 
stations) and their BMPs (if required) been inspected and cleaned as necessary?

Waste Handling and Disposal
Are waste materials stored in a manner to prevent the release of waste materials into storm 
water drainage facilities?

Do the drainage facilities on site have appropriate BMPs (if required)?

Are there any vehicles/equipment on site that is leaking any fluid?

Description of Facility:________________________________________________________________________

Are spill kits adequately labeled and immediately identifiable?

Are spill kits located in areas with a high potential for spills?

Are spill kits easy to access and highly visible?

Identification of Affected Watershed:_____________________________________________________________

Does the facility have adequate controls to prevent stormwater contamination?

Is there an updated tracking list for BMP maintenance?

City:_________________________________________________  State:________  ZIP:__________________

Are stockpiles or debris piles located at least 50 feet from storm drains

Are fiber roll berms and/or any other containment and stabilization BMP present (if 
needed)?

Are outdoor storage areas covered and/or bermed as needed to prevent cross 
contamination of stormwater run-on to operation area or run off getting to storm drain 
inlets?

Are storage areas for refuse and waste materials removed from yards and storm drainage 
facilities designated and properly designed and/or covered to prevent cross contamination 
of stormwater run-on to operation area or run off getting to storm drain inlets?

Facility Inspection Checklist

Storm Drain Facilities

Spill Kits

Material Management

Vehicle and Equipment Management

Facility Street Address:________________________________________________________________________

Is there a SWPPP for the facility?

Is wash-water from vehicle and equipment cleaning collected and disposed in the sanitary 
sewer?



Inspector name:_______________________________________________________________________

Signature:________________________________________________________  Date:______________

Comments
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The information contained in this transmittal is confidential and may also contain information, which is subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmittal in error, 
please notify us immediately by telephone and return the original to us at the address above by mail. Thank you 

Letter of Transmittal 

Date:  June 27, 2007 Job No.:  8316.001

To: Dennis Fansler 

Company: City of Paso Robles 

Address:  1000 Spring Street 
        Paso Robles, CA 93446 
Tel: 805-227-7276 

From: Jennifer O’Neal 

Tel: 916-826-8715 

We are transmitting by: 

Mail 

We are sending you: 

 Exhibits  Plans 

 Prints      Maps 

 Copies     Specifications 

 Contract/Change Order 

Other: CD  

Subject: BMP Fact Sheets 

These are transmitted as checked below: 

 For Approval     For Your Use   As Requested    For Review/Approval 

Copies Description 
1 Infiltration Basin Fact Sheet   
1 Bio-Swale Fact Sheet 
1 Infiltration Trench Fact Sheet 
1 Vegetated Filter Strip Fact Sheet 
1 Dry Detention Basin/Wet Pond Fact Sheet 
1 Sand Filter Fact Sheet 
  
  

 
Comments: 
Dear Dennis, 
Included with this memo are six BMP treatment fact sheets (infiltration basin, infiltration trench, bio-
swale, vegetated filter strip, dry detention basin/wet pond, and sand filter). The fact sheets are 
intended to give city staff a better understanding of structural water quality treatment devices. Each 
fact sheet outlines the description, application, site constraints, design considerations, and 
maintenance requirements for each treatment measure.  
 
If you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact me at 916-826-8715. 
 
Thank you, 
Jennifer O’Neal 
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An Overview of An Overview of 
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The City of The City of 
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22

Clean WaterClean Water

33

LetLet’’s Talk About. . .s Talk About. . .

ØØWhat storm water is and why it can be a What storm water is and why it can be a 
problem in our community.problem in our community.

ØØWhat our community is doing to What our community is doing to 
manage storm water and how these manage storm water and how these 
activities will benefit us.activities will benefit us.

44

What is Storm Water?What is Storm Water?

ØØRain eventsRain events

ØØSnow melt Snow melt 

ØØOther surface runoff and drainageOther surface runoff and drainage
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55

Where Does Storm Water Where Does Storm Water 
Go In Our Community?Go In Our Community?

ØØTravels over land Travels over land 

ØØCarried through municipal separate Carried through municipal separate 
storm sewer system (MS4)storm sewer system (MS4)

ØØUltimately Discharges into the Ultimately Discharges into the 
Salinas RiverSalinas River

66

Nonstorm Water Nonstorm Water 

ØØ Nonstorm water is water that is not Nonstorm water is water that is not 
generated from a precipitation event.generated from a precipitation event.

Such as:Such as:
--from irrigationfrom irrigation
--car washingcar washing
--pool drainingpool draining

77
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ØØ Problem:  Decrease in qualityProblem:  Decrease in quality

ØØ Problem:  Increase in quantityProblem:  Increase in quantity

ØØ Cause: Developed and disturbed Cause: Developed and disturbed 
landland

88



3

99

1010

1111

Why is Storm Water a Problem?Why is Storm Water a Problem?

ØØ Problem:  NonProblem:  Non--storm water discharges storm water discharges 
enter systemsenter systems

ØØ Cause:  Cause:  Illicit discharges Illicit discharges 

ØØ Cause:  Illicit connectionsCause:  Illicit connections

1212
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Storm Water PollutantsStorm Water Pollutants

ØØ SedimentSediment

ØØ NutrientsNutrients

ØØ BacteriaBacteria

ØØOxygen DemandOxygen Demand

ØØOil and GreaseOil and Grease

ØØ Trace MetalsTrace Metals

ØØ Toxic ChemicalsToxic Chemicals

ØØ ChloridesChlorides

ØØ Thermal ImpactsThermal Impacts

ØØ TrashTrash

1414

Local Water Quality and Local Water Quality and 
Storm Water ImpactsStorm Water Impacts

ll The Salinas River is considered an impaired The Salinas River is considered an impaired 
water bodywater body

ll The pollutants  causing impairment are:The pollutants  causing impairment are:
--nutrientsnutrients
--pesticidespesticides
--salinitysalinity
--dissolved solidsdissolved solids
--chlorideschlorides
--sedimentation/siltationsedimentation/siltation
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Now We Know About Now We Know About 
Storm Water and Its Storm Water and Its 
Impacts on Our Impacts on Our 
Community. . .Community. . .

But What Are We But What Are We 
Doing About It?Doing About It?
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Storm Water Permit Program Storm Water Permit Program 
ØØ The Federal Clean Water Act Requires States The Federal Clean Water Act Requires States 

to Implement the National Pollutant Discharge to Implement the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Program for Any Elimination System (NPDES) Program for Any 
Municipalities that have a population of 10,000 Municipalities that have a population of 10,000 
or more people. or more people. 

--Phase IPhase I-- 100,000 or more100,000 or more
--Phase IIPhase II-- 10,000 or more10,000 or more

ØØ The City of Paso Robles is a Phase II The City of Paso Robles is a Phase II 
Municipality. Municipality. 



5

1717

NPDES ImplementationNPDES Implementation

ØØ In California, the State is Responsible for the In California, the State is Responsible for the 
Day to Day Implementation of the NPDES Day to Day Implementation of the NPDES 
Program.Program.
ll State Water Resources Control Board State Water Resources Control Board 

(SWRCB)(SWRCB)
ll 9 Regional Water Quality Control Board 9 Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(RWQCB)(RWQCB)
ØØ Phase II Small Municipal General NPDES Phase II Small Municipal General NPDES 

Permit Permit 

1818

What Does Our Permit What Does Our Permit 
Require?Require?

ØØ Apply for Phase II NPDES Permit CoverageApply for Phase II NPDES Permit Coverage

ØØ Develop a Storm Water Management Plan Develop a Storm Water Management Plan 
(SWMP)(SWMP)

ØØ Track Progress Toward Achieving Track Progress Toward Achieving 
Measurable GoalsMeasurable Goals

ØØ Report Progress Annually Report Progress Annually 

1919

Our Storm Water Program Our Storm Water Program 
ØØ Public Education and Public Education and 

Outreach Outreach 

ØØ Public Participation Public Participation 
and Involvement and Involvement 

ØØ Illicit Discharge Illicit Discharge 
Detection and Detection and 
EliminationElimination

ØØ Construction ProgramConstruction Program

ØØ PostPost--Construction Construction 
Storm Water Storm Water 
ManagementManagement

ØØ Good Housekeeping Good Housekeeping 
and Pollution and Pollution 
PreventionPrevention

ØØ ReportingReporting

2020

Public Education and Public Education and 
OutreachOutreach

ØØ Distribute Educational Materials to the Distribute Educational Materials to the 
PublicPublic

ØØ Develop and Outreach Plan Based on Develop and Outreach Plan Based on 
Pollutants that are of Concern to the Pollutants that are of Concern to the 
City.City.

ØØ Evaluate the Level of Public Knowledge Evaluate the Level of Public Knowledge 
Regarding Storm Water PollutionRegarding Storm Water Pollution
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Public Involvement/ParticipationPublic Involvement/Participation

ØØ Provide Public Notice For SWMP Adoption Provide Public Notice For SWMP Adoption 
and Annual Reportingand Annual Reporting

ØØ Incorporate Opportunities for Public Incorporate Opportunities for Public 
Involvement into Existing Public Meetings Involvement into Existing Public Meetings 
(City Council)(City Council)

ØØ Volunteer programVolunteer program
ll AdoptAdopt--AA--Street ProgramStreet Program
ll Storm Drain StencilingStorm Drain Stenciling
ll Creek CleanCreek Clean--UpsUps
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Illicit Discharge Detection and Illicit Discharge Detection and 
EliminationElimination

ØØ Develop Ordinance that Prohibits Illicit Develop Ordinance that Prohibits Illicit 
Discharges.Discharges.

ØØ Develop storm sewer system map. Develop storm sewer system map. 

ØØ Implement program to detect nonImplement program to detect non--storm storm 
water in system.water in system.

ØØ Educate community on problems related to Educate community on problems related to 
dumping in storm drain.dumping in storm drain.
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Construction Site Storm Construction Site Storm 
Water Runoff ControlWater Runoff Control

ØØ Implement Best Management Practices Implement Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) on all construction sites. (BMPs) on all construction sites. 

ØØ Require Storm Water Pollution Prevention Require Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plans (SWPPPs) for all project disturbing 1 Plans (SWPPPs) for all project disturbing 1 
acre or more of soil.acre or more of soil.

ØØ Educate construction industry.Educate construction industry.
ØØ Develop a construction storm water quality Develop a construction storm water quality 

ordinance. ordinance. 
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PostPost--Construction Storm Construction Storm 
Water ManagementWater Management

ØØ Requires structural and nonstructural Requires structural and nonstructural 
controls to be considered and controls to be considered and 
implemented for new development and implemented for new development and 
major redevelopment.  major redevelopment.  

ØØ Develop ordinance. Develop ordinance. 
ØØ Ensure proper operation and Ensure proper operation and 

maintenance of postmaintenance of post--construction construction 
controls.controls.

ØØ Develop design standards for controls.Develop design standards for controls.
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Pollution Prevention/Pollution Prevention/
Good HousekeepingGood Housekeeping

ØØ Implement O & M program that Implement O & M program that 
focuses on pollution preventionfocuses on pollution prevention

ØØ Train community employees on good Train community employees on good 
housekeeping practiceshousekeeping practices

ØØ Educate community on pollution Educate community on pollution 
preventionprevention

2626

How Will Our How Will Our 
Storm Water Storm Water 

Program Benefit Program Benefit 
Our City?Our City?

2727

Expected Benefits of Our Expected Benefits of Our 
Storm Water ProgramStorm Water Program

ØØ Enhanced fishingEnhanced fishing
ØØ Enhanced opportunities for recreationEnhanced opportunities for recreation
ØØ Reduced flood damageReduced flood damage
ØØ Drinking water benefitsDrinking water benefits
ØØ Navigational benefitsNavigational benefits
ØØ Reduced illnessReduced illness
ØØ Enhanced aesthetic valueEnhanced aesthetic value

2828

How Can You Get Involved?How Can You Get Involved?

ØØ Pass on information about the storm Pass on information about the storm 
water program to other community water program to other community 
residentsresidents

ØØ Report any storm water issues to  The Report any storm water issues to  The 
City of Paso Robles. Via phone, in City of Paso Robles. Via phone, in 
person or on the website. person or on the website. 

http://www.prcity.com/government/departhttp://www.prcity.com/government/depart
ments/publicworks/swmp.aspments/publicworks/swmp.asp
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For More Information. . .For More Information. . .

City of el Paso De RoblesCity of el Paso De Robles
100 Spring Street, Paso Robles, CA 93446100 Spring Street, Paso Robles, CA 93446

(805) 237(805) 237--38613861


















