NRG California South LP
Mandalay Generating Station
393 Harbor Blvd.

Oxnard, CA 93035

September 17, 2015

Mr. Samuel Unger, P.E.

Executive Officer

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region
320 W. 4" Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Via Email - losangeles@waterboards.ca.gov, Rosario.Aston@waterboards.ca.gov

RE: Comments on the Tentative Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRS) and National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for NRG California South LP, Mandalay Generating
Station, Oxnard, California (NPDES No. CA0001180, CI No. 2093)

NRG California South LP, owner of the Mandalay Generating Station (MGS), offers the following
comments on the Tentative Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRS) and National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. CA0001180, issued August 17, 2015. NRG California South LP is a
wholly owned subsidiary of NRG Energy Inc. (NRG). MGS’s current NPDES permit (Order No. 01-057) was
issued April 26, 2001. MGS has operated on the administrative extension of CA0001180 since its
expiration on March 10, 2006.

NRG California South LP has thoroughly reviewed the Tentative WDRS and NPDES Permit for MGS and
while we are in general supportive of Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB)
staff’s analysis and the resulting permit conditions, we have the following comments.

1. The Tentative Permit has incorporated pH limit ranges Tables 5 and 6 (page 7) on low volume,
intermittent discharges which were not in Order No. 01-057. MGS does not anticipate we will
meet these permit limits upon adoption of this Tentative Permit. We have documented in our
Self-Monitoring Reports the respective pH of the boiler blowdown discharge stream. We
respectfully request additional time (6 months following the proposed adoption of the permit)
to make infrastructure changes and pH treatment/controls to ensure that MGS can meet the
new permit conditions on INT-001A and INT-001B. MGS is considering a re-route the boiler
blowdown discharge to the north and/or south retention basins and conduct the necessary pH
management within the respective retention basin that would receive the boiler blowdown. This
modification will require design, permitting and construction to direct the boiler blowdown to
the respective retention basin. Also within this requested 6-month period, we would design,
install and test pH monitoring and controls within the respective retention basin to ensure
compliance the pH limit at the INT-001A monitoring location. One pH control system being
consider is an CO2 injection system to ensure the pH range of 6-9 would be maintained. We
have deployed this method at another power plant location in the Los Angeles Basin.

2. As a point of general clarification, we respectfully request LARWQCB to confirm that grab water
sampling referenced in Attachment E Monitoring and Reporting Program Tables E-3 and E-4 may
continue where 24-hour composite sampling cannot be collected due to intermittent nature of a
discharge.
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3. MGS respectfully requests LARWQCB’s attention on Footnote 4 of Attachment E Monitoring and
Reporting Program Table E-2. This footnote states “For each quarterly monitoring event, weekly
sampling and analysis shall be conducted until a geometric mean can be obtain for each
parameter (using the five most recent sample results). If the sample exceeds densities of 1,000
MPN/100 mL, 200 MPN/100 mL, or 104 MPN/100 mL of total coliform, fecal coliform, or
enterococcus, respectively, then the Discharger shall collect and retest samples of the receiving
water near the terminus of the diffuser at a depth of 10 feet.” It should be noted that MGS does
not have a diffuser and during low tide our outfall water depth may be as low as 2 feet rising to
a depth of 6~7 feet during high tide. Due to these operational constraints, MGS cannot comply
with this specific sampling requirement. This condition may be associated with another
discharger whose configuration can support this sampling approach.

We appreciate your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions regarding these
comments, please do not hesitate to contact Scott Warnock at (805) 276-1765 or me at (760) 710-2156.

Sincerely,

George L. Piantka, PE
Sr. Director, Regulatory Environmental Services
NRG Energy, West Region

cc: Tom DiCiolli, NRG/MGS
Scott Warnock, NRG/MGS
Peter Landreth, NRG West Region



