
 

 

 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
February 17, 2021 

Tim Little 
Rose Foundation for Communities  
and the Environment  
201 4th Street, Ste. 102 
Oakland, CA 94607 

Via Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 
Claim No. 7019 2970 0001 1914 2869

APPROVAL OF THE 2021 DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY SUPPLEMENTAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT LIST SUBMITTED BY THE ROSE FOUNDATION FOR 
COMMUNITIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT  

Dear Mr. Little: 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional 
Water Board) is the public agency of the State of California with the mission of preserving, 
protecting, enhancing, and restoring water quality within major portions of Los Angeles 
and Ventura Counties. On June 15, 2018, the Regional Water Board and the Rose 
Foundation for Communities and the Environment (Rose Foundation) entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish, develop, and administer a Los 
Angeles Regional Disadvantaged Community (DAC) supplemental environmental project 
(SEP) Fund.  

On October 10, 2019, the Regional Water Board adopted Resolution R19-007, which 
approved the Rose Foundation’s 2019 DAC SEP List and launched a program to promote 
the allocation of SEP monies to DACs in partnership with the Rose Foundation. Under 
the DAC SEP Program, the Rose Foundation helps DACs develop SEP proposals, 
proposes a list of these proposals to the Regional Water Board on an annual basis, and 
assists DACs and their advocates in the implementation of these SEPs by providing third-
party oversight as the SEPs are funded, implemented, and completed. Under the MOU 
and Resolution R19-007, the Rose Foundation is directed to update the DAC SEP List 
annually through an open application process. Projects included in the updated DAC SEP 
List are eligible to be considered for a SEP once the updated List is approved.  

Pursuant to the MOU and Resolution R19-007, the Rose Foundation conducted an open 
application process and submitted a proposed 2021 DAC SEP List to the Regional Water 
Board on September 20, 2020. Regional Water Board staff reviewed the proposed 2021 
DAC SEP List and provided comments on October 2, 2020; the Rose Foundation 
submitted a revised proposed 2021 DAC SEP List on October 6, 2020.  
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Annual updates to the DAC SEP List may be approved by the Regional Water Board’s 
Executive Officer after providing the public with an opportunity to comment on the 
changes to the List, or the Executive Officer may propose to bring the updated List to the 
Regional Water Board for its consideration at one of its public meetings. On December 
21, 2020, the Regional Water Board provided public notice of the proposed 2021 DAC 
SEP List, which was posted on the Board’s website, and invited public comments on the 
proposed project list. The comment period deadline was January 20, 2021. No comments 
were received.  

The Regional Water Board Executive Officer is hereby approving the 2021 DAC SEP List 
as proposed by the Rose Foundation. This approval does not indicate a funding 
commitment of any kind; instead, it allows the projects on the List to be eligible to be 
considered for a SEP over the next year. Enclosed please find the approved 2021 DAC 
SEP List. The List will also be published and be available for the public on the Regional 
Water Board’s website at: 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/enforcement/index.
html#sep 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Bobbi Valencia at 
(213) 620-6362 (bobbi.valencia@waterboards.ca.gov), or Ching Yin To at (213) 620-
6373 (ching-yin.to@waterboards.ca.gov). 

Sincerely, 

      
Renee Purdy 
Executive Officer 

Enclosures: 
 2021 DAC SEP List  
 
cc: (via email) 

See Attached Mailing List  
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Mailing List 

Sophie Froelich, State Water Resources Control Board, Office of Chief Counsel 
Kailyn Ellison, State Water Resources Control Board, Office of Enforcement 
Laura Fernandez, The Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment 
Mike Meador, California Greenworks 
Paul Saba, Center for Biological Diversity 
Felipe Aguirre, Comite Pro 1 
Mac Shorty, Community RePower Movement 
Eileen Alduenda, Council for Watershed Health 
Cynthia Babich, Del Amo Action Committee 
Alessandro Negrete, East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
Ivy Panlilio, Esperanza Community Housing 
Shelly Backlar, Friends of the Los Angeles River 
Sheila McSherry, Heal the Bay 
Laura Joseph, Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 
Nick Fox Robbins, Los Angeles Food Policy Council 
Kelly Shannon, Los Angeles Waterkeeper 
Sarah Freiermuth, Nature Conservancy 
Belinda Faustinos, Nature for All 
Sophia Sleap, Proyecto Pastoral 
Jordan Schneringer, River LA 
Christina Gonzalez, San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps 
Shawn Kelly, Santa Clara River Conservancy 
Lynne Plambeck, Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the Environment 
Lori Booth, Surfrider Foundation 
Rachel Labbe Bellas, The 5 Gyres Institute 
Cindy Montanez, TreePeople 
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