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sUBJEcr :  SALINITY COMMITTEE REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS

Since i ts  format ion fo l lowing the jo in t  workshop address ing sa l in i ty  in  the Centra l  Val ley that
was held on January 31,  2006,  The Sal in i ty  Commit tee has met  severa l  t tmes and
considerable input from members of the committee have been incorporated into the below
recommendations and the attached report. However, the specif ic recommendations were
f ina l ly  developed by the unders igned.

Members of  th is  commit tee inc lude:

.  Kar l  Longley,  Centra lVal ley Water  Board Member & Commit tee Chai r

.  Michael  Boccadoro,  Senior  V ice Pres ident ,  The Dolphin Group

. Celeste Cantu, Executive Director, State Water Board

. Pamela Creedon, Executive Off icer, Central Valley Water Board

. Steve Chedester, Executive Director. San Joaqurn River Exchange Contractors
o Jerry  Johns,  Deputy Di rector ,  Water  Resources Planning & Management ,  DWR
. Steve Macaulay. Executive Director, Calrfornia Urban Water Agencies
.  Jerry  Mera l ,  Envi ronmenta l  Publ ic  Pol icy Exper t
.  Dan Odenwel ler ,  Centra l  Val ley Water  Board Member

I thank the State Water Board and Central Valley Water Board staff instrumental in the
development of this report for the great effort. The staff involved included:

. Central Valley Water Board staff l isted as authors of the report

.  Les Grober ,  Envi ronmenta l  Program Manager ,  State Water  Board

. Tom Howard, Chief Deputy Director, State Water Board

.  Gordon Innes,  Senior  WRC Engineer ,  State Water  Board

. Beth Jines, Deputy Director, State Water Board

. Ken Landau, Assistant Executive Off icer, Central Valley Water Board

. Barbara Leidigh, Counsel, State Water Board

. Wil l iam Rukeyser, Director of Public Affairs. State Water Board
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.  Vicky Whitney, Chief, Division of Water Rights, State Water Board

The attached document provides a summary of the salinity problem in the Central Valley,
identif ies the most signif icant sources, and provides an approximation of the amount of salt
generated by many of these sources. While the Central Valley is being addressed as a single
entity, excessive salinity generated in one region of the Central Valley and discharged into a
sur face source may have impacts downstream of  the point  i twas d ischarged (e.9. ,  on a
municipal water supply or a Delta ecosystem). Where saline waters and other wastes are
discharged to land,  they can have a deleter ious impact  on ground water  suppl ies wi th in  a
re lat ive ly  shor t  per iod of  t ime when the in tervening so i l  co lumn is  h igh ly  perv ious,  a  condi t ion
prevalent  on the eastern s ide of  the Centra l  Val ley.  Sal ine waters or ig inat ing in  the Centra l
Val ley a lso have impacts e lsewhere in  Cal i forn ia where the benef i ts  o f  the i r  use is  d imin ished
by increasing sa l in i ty .  Consequent ly ,  when consider ing impacts one must  consider  a large
number of factors as is pointed out in the attached report.

This effort wil l  not be easy. The necessary updating of the basin plans to address salinity
issues wil l  be an expensive and lengthy process with the source of funding for this effort being
unknown at this t ime. Design, construction and operation of infrastructure necessary to control
sal inity also wil l  be expensive. This effort wil l  require the work of many agencres and interests,
and that  work wi l l  take a very long t ime,  conceivably  many decades for  fu l l  implementat ion.
Failure to control sal inity, however, wil l  result in continued decline of Central Valley water
quali ty at an enormous cost to al l  water users, eventually creating even greater hardship for
the envi ronment ,  agr icu l ture,  indust ry ,  munic ipa l  u t i l i t ies ,  and the ent i re  economy of  the Val ley
and the State. A very conceivable result i f  we are not successful in this effort is the stagnation
and/or  dec l ine of  the Val ley economy wi th  loss of  jobs and oppor tuni ty  for  many,  many Val ley
nesidents.

The fo l lowing recommendat ions represent  impor tant  s teps towards achiev ing a v iab le,
effective sal inity management plan for the Central Valley. Successful completion of this
in i t ia t ive wi l l  requi re considerable resources avai lab le in  a t imely  manner  and act ive
par t ic ipat ion by a l l  s takeholder  groups (an example of  a  s imi lar  successfu l  program is  Santa
Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA)).

1.  Establ ish and ident i fy  funding dur ing May 2006 for  a  Sal in i ty  Study Task Force to
prov ide overs ight ,  superv is ion,  and approval  o f  a  s tudy to  evaluate the impact  o f  sa l in i ty
on water  resources and to  develop a v iab le sa l in i ty  management  p lan.  E lements of  the
sal in i ty  management  p lan wi l l  inc lude:

.  Appl icable data f rom other  organizat ions and ind iv iduals  wi l l  be co l lected,  va l idated,
and consol idated;  remain ing data gaps wi l l  be ident i f ied;  and,  the necessary
relational parameters wil l  be developed to accurately characterize salt transport and
storage"  This  ef for t  wi l l  inc lude the development  of  an extensive model ing program.

.  Potent ia l  measures that  can be implemented to  bet ter  manage sal in i ty  wi l l  be
ident i f ied and in ter im and long-range sal in i ty  management  p lans wi l l  be developed
and fu l ly  evaluated.
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. An effective salinity management plan should include the development of a
management organizat ion (e.9. ,  a Joint  Powers Author i ty or a Special  Commission),
physical infrastructure, and changes to the current basin plan and other regulatory
programs.

Sponsor a follow-up joint State Board/Regional Board Salinity Workshop to receive
comments on the report and potential information/data gaps, to discuss
recommendat ions,  and to receive input and direct ions for  future steps (June 2006).

Conduct facil i tated meetings to gather more public input and information for the process
(Begin August 2006)

Contract for the preparation of an economic study of salinity impacts and the soctal and
economic consequence of  not  implement ing a v iable sal in i ty management program
(October 2006)

Sponsor a full-day conference that wil l highlight the major salinity-related issues and
their  statewide impacts (November 2006 with preparat ion beginning May 2006).

Enclosure: Salinity in the Central Valley, An Overvrew, May 2006, Central Valley Water Board

cc: State Water Resources Control Board Members
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Members
Sal in i ty Commit tee Members
State Water Board and Central Valley Water Board staff l isted above


