Vivian Parker

Attention: Sue McConnell
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region

Sent via email March 30, 2009 to smcconnell@waterboards.ca.goy

Re: Draft Cleanup and Abatement Order, Rubicon Trail, El Dorado County
Dear Ms. McConrnell,

Thank you for your efforts to identify and quantify the problems associated with the Rubicen Trail. | am writing
10 express my support for the timeline for action in the Draft Abatement Order for the trail. '

El Dorado county supervisors have not acted in a manner that protects and contributes to the public welfare and
they must be held accountable, It is unconscionable for the elected officials of this county to continue to allow
self-policing by the enthusiasts of OHV recreation on the Rubicon Trail and similar events throughout the county.
The failure of self-policing is evidenced by the continued widespread pollution of the region from human and dog
waste, as well as that from toxic petroleum motor fluids, erosion of trails, expansion of trails, etc. Many regions
of the trail are permanently degraded and will never recover within relevant time spans,

The most important role of government is to enforce fundamental necessary restrictions on behaviors that
threaten the general public welfare. The sport, if it can be called one, does not belong on our public lands where
they are causing significant degradation of our common public resources—water and air quality, and fish and
wildlife, These impacts are long term, they are irreversible, and they are not being mitigated.

El Dorado County must be required to-quickly adopt the Rubicon Trail Master Plan, implement a permit and fee
program for Trail usage, and institute winter closures as necessary to proiect the resources. :

Thank you for the excellent work you have done thus far on this matter, Please do not be persuaded to weaken the
abatement order in response to the many emails and letters you have received from the organized OHV
community, These campaigns are organized by groups funded by the makers of OHV equipment and vehicles,

History has demonstrated that decisive action to protect public resources is always met with resistance from some
segments of the public initially, but future generations will have nothing but gratitude for your resolve. Imagine if
there were no state or national parks to visit. Had the anti-environment opponents of a previous generation had
their way, we would have no such parks. As David Brower once said, “Environmentalists may be difficult to live
with, but they make great ancestors.”

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
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