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Planning Director

State of California
Department of Conservation
Office of Mine Reclamation
Attn: James S. Pompy
801 K Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Red Ink Maid and Big Seam Claims Reclamation Plan Approval and Related Documents
(PMPB 2005 0399)

This letter is to provide formal notification that on December 7, 2006 Placer County took action to approve
the Red Ink Maid and Big Seam Claims Reclamation Plan and related Financial Assurances. Please see
the attached documents, which include a December 7, 2006 Planning Department memo containing
additional written responses to DOC comments, and the findings and final conditions of approval for the
Reclamation Plan.

In addition, per the conditions of approval for the Reclamation Plan, the mine operator was required to
provide a geotechnical engineered site specific design for a Gabion Basket Retaining Wall for Waste Rock
Area 5 and has submitted this information to the County for review. Please find the enclosed Proposed
Stockpile 5 Plan Sheets and Stability Review prepared by Holdrege and Kull for the Reclamation Plan.
The County will be reviewing these documents, and accordingly will require the mine operator to submit
revised financial assurances which reflect costs associated with these plans.

Sincerely,

~ot!~h~
Senior Planner

Cc: John Halligan, State Department of Conservation
Mo Tebbe, US Department of Forest Services
PMPBT20050399 Project File

11414 B Avenue I Auburn, California 95603 I (530) 886-3000 I Fax (530) 886-3080
Internet Address: hllp:/Iwww.placer.ca.gov/planning I email: planning@placer.ca.gov

http://hllp:/Iwww.placer.ca.gov/planning
mailto:planning@placer.ca.gov
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Required maps: (see instructions) Required app,lications: 1
Hearing Date Receipt # 05'" /,::i7e5
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3. Project Description J),:2;.JU.'rt'merJr 0><'_ of A l./elJ il'J/:Ve. c1VI/ff' ?l...- () ll/e0 f111k>Ji,!, R.., IT?' /'1-1\1'6 iiSf

r!JF -2-1'15T/;V"1 fJC!/1... tJ..-7 ;:;.oi"!" of /It/Ale ..,

PLEASE SUBMIT WELL-DETAILED PLOT PLAN (see instructions for requirements)
4. Assessor's Parcel Number(s) :2:J4 --Z(o ·-OCI )
5. Applicable County Code section requiring C.U.P. /lJI l}-

f

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT: 1, the Applicant, will defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the County from any
defense costs, including attorneys' fees or other loss connected with any legal challenge brought as a result of an approval
concerning this Entitlement. 1also agree to execute a formal agreement to this effect on a form provided by the County and
available for my inspectIon. // J d /

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT: //lvl'Z,>-v<"f· '! ./,y'V?~

PERMITS GRANTED FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD AUTOMATICALLY EXPIRE 24 MONTHS I
AFTER DATE OF ISSUANCE IF NOT EXERCISED BY THAT TIME, AS PROVIDED BY SECTION I
17.58.160(B)(1) OF THE PLACER COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE.

--OFFICE USE ONLY--

DECISION OF HEARING BODY: On 1.2~7-?Jc"
Administrator approvedtti@Higg-thisapplication subject to the attached list

I

FOR USE AFTER PUBLIC HEARING
I have read the above/attached conditions and \vill cornply
**PLEASE RETURN ONE SIGNED COPy**

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

TICMD\CMDP\Application & Brochure MasterslUse Permit.DOC
Revised 12/02
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1. The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the Red Ink Mine and Big
Seam Claim Reclamation Plan project (PMPB20050399) satisfies CEQA
requirements for this project and is therefore approved. The Mitigated
Negative Declaration has been considered and is found to be adequate in
addressing the environmental impacts and mitigations for the current project
prior to its approval.

1. The Reclamation Plan complies with Section 2772, Section 2773, and Section
2773.1 of the California Public Resources Code and any other applicable
proVIsIons.

2. The Reclamation Plan complies with applicable requirements of the State
regulations (14 Cal. Code of Regulations, Section 3500 et seq., and 14 Cal.
Code of Regulations, Section 3700 et seq.)

3. The Reclamation Plan and potential use of the reclaimed land pursuant to the
Reclamation Plan are consistent with the Placer County Zoning Ordinance,
and the Placer County General Plan.

4. The Reclamation Plan has been reviewed pursuant to the CEQA, and the
Placer County Environmental Review Guidelines, and all significant adverse
impacts from reclamation of the surface mining operations are mitigated to the
maximum extent feasible.

5. The land and/or resources to be reclaimed will be restored to a condition that
is as compatible with and blends in with the surrounding natural
environmental, topography, and other resources, or that suitable off-site
development will compensate for related disturbances to resource values.

6. The Reclamation Plan will restore the mined lands to a usable condition,
which is readily adaptable for alternative land uses consistent with the Placer
County General Plan.

7. The staff report for this project has been provided to the California
Department of Conservation and serves as a written response to their
comments, as required by Section 17.56.270 (ll) (5) (d) of the Placer County
Zoning Ordinance.



1. Approval of the Reclamation Plan includes approval for reclamation of all
mine waste dump sites, the entrance to the portal, and the all mine site
roadways, as required by the provisions of the California Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act (SMARA, Section 2710 et seq. of the California Resources
Code).

2. Termination of mine operations shall occur on December 31, 2038, and
reclamation of the mine site shall occur as outlined in the Reclamation Plan,
unless otherwise approved by the US Forest Service, the California
Department of Conservation, c:mdPlacer County.

3. Within sixty (60) days of the approval of the reclamation plans, Placer County
and US Forest Service staff shall conduct a site visit of the mine site and upon
such visit, shall determine if there is a need for a Gabion Basket Retaining
Wall installation at the base of waste dump area #5. Should such a wall be
required, the mine operator/applicant shall provide a site specific design
meeting US Forest Service and Department of Conservation requirements. Per
Appendix A (Mitigation Measures) of the Reclamation Plan, a certified Forest
Service Road Construction Engineer or Geotechnical Engineer would certify
the installation and construction of the Gabions.

4. The Reclamation Plan and all reclamation activities on-site shall comply with
any regulations and requirements of the State Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB).·

5. Reclamation of the existing wasterock areas 1 through 4 shall begin within 30
days of approval of the Reclamation Plan. Said reclamation shall include
revegetation and placement of soil on the wasterock surfaces of these areas, as
outlined in the Reclamation Plan, and as recommended in the Wasterock
Stability Evaluation and initial Cha~acterization prepared by Holdrege & Kull
on November 1, 2006, for the Red Ink Maid and Big Seam Mining Claim.
Monitoring of said reclamation efforts shall be conducted by the County, and
shall be to the satisfaction of the US Forest Service.

6. Pursuant to Section 21098(b) of the California Resources Code and Section
711.4 et. Seq. of the fish and Game code, the approval of this permit/project
shall not be considered final unless the specified fees are paid. The fees
required are $1280 for projects with Negative Declarations. Without the
appropriate fee, the Notice of Determination (which the County is required
file with 5 days of the project approval) is not operative, vested or final and
shall not be accepted by the County Clerk.



7. The applicant shall file a waste discharge permit with the RWQCB or provide
written confirmation from the RWQCB that a waste discharge permit is not
required.

8. A monitoring report shall be submitted by the applicant, or applicant's
representative, prior to October 1st of each year of operation The report shall
discuss ongoing mitigation for erosion control, drainage, revegetation and
slope stability and specify any additional measures that need to be
implemented prior to the onset of the rainy season.

9. Within sixty (60) days of the approval of the reclamation plan, the applicant
shall provide a revised financial assurance cost estimate to the County to
insure that the Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit in the amount of $20,000
that the County is currently holding is adequate to complete all reclamation
activities. Financial assurances for reclamation shall be made payable to the
US Forest Service, the State of California Department of Conservation and
Placer County.

10. The revised financial assurance cost estimate should include any remedial
work required as a result of any requirements of the RWQCB.

11. "Hazardous" materials as defined in Health and Safety Code Division 20,
Chapter 6.95, Articles 1 & 2 shall not be allowed on any premises in regulated
quantities without notification to Environmental Health Services.

Prior to project operation, the property owner/occupant shall submit:
Payment of required fees and a business plan to Environmental Health
services Hazardous Materials Section, for review and approval.

12. A self-contained portable chemical toilet will be provided for mine staff use,
with disposal of wastes as needed at an approved recreational vehicle sewage
dumpsite.



XX CHECK THIS BOX IF THE MINING OPERATION IS NOT CONDUCTED IN A STREAM OR OTHER
WATERWAY

Pursuant to CCR Section 2773(a), the success of reclamation will be monitored for three
years, or until performance standards are met, provided that, during the last two years,
there has been no human intervention, including, for example, irrigation, fertilization, or
weeding. Remedial measures will be implemented as necessary to ~chieve the
performance standards.

As we continue to mine this property we will be maintaining the surface area. After we have completed
reclam'ation per the Reclamation Plan and the area continues to remain stable for three years, our
responsibilities should end. As we revegetate, we will be monitoring to assure the grasses, shrubs and trees
become fUlly established. We will be monitoring the surface reclamation and making the required submission
of annual reports to the appropriate agencies.

Please see Exhibit "L" for district ranger, Richard Johnson's letter of Sept./Oct. 20, 2004, stating the U.S.F.S.
will be developing a monitoring plan for this project.

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that this reclamation plan complies with the applicable
requirements of of Division 2 of Title 14 of the California Code of RegulaHons, and with
the requirements of the Surface Mining Articles 1 and 9 (commencing with Sections
3500 et seq. and 3700 et seq., respectively) of Chapter 8 and Reclamation Act, Sections 2710
et seq. .

();~i /'. / Ie' J ,.Signed this . .' day of I .C· ' •..leU u/f.,.,

, ( /

..-~.. ("/)/:, 1/ .,
Planning Direct~ / r:'J .~t(.,. I' /v~".J!t.: cr:.c-r:1..1";"aA

/ ~7/ '."- 1/
:~ tJ

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES

I, the undersigned, hereby agree to a"ccept full responsibility for reclamation of all mined lands as described
and submitted herein and in conformance with the applicable requirements of Articles 1 and 9 (commencing
with Sections 3500 et seq. and 3700 et seq., respectively) of Chapter 8 of Division 2 of Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations, the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act commencing with Section 2710 et
seq., and with any modifications requested by the administering agency as conditions of approval.

Signed this S~ day of ~ ' n.kJ,

MIne Ope",oc 0' Ope,.'o,', Agent ~ ,~ _
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