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~CTIVITY R~ORT

MT. DIY~LO MI~VE: Visited Zurr re-complalnt on well goin~ sour. Zurr family
not at hole so left card and note. Took sample of water from t~o at corner
of house. Marsh Creek dr# above and below well except for sm~ll flow from
Ikuun Creek which disappears on Marsh Creek bed. Lkuu~ Creek water clear.
W~ter Sample to U.S.G.S. for complete chemical. Water from tap was clear and
odorless. Nosedlment after standing’ overnight ana shaking in car on return
trip. ~H by paper indicates about neutral.

Contacted Gill at his Marsh Creek Springs Resort. No trouble here ~s
~ater from springs reaching his property is clear and suitable for his swim-
ming pool. Ee expressed concern over possible chemical pollution of seepage

~rea used b~ mine for waste disposal when winter rains begin to fill tLe upper
ground water basin which the2 depend upon for fresh ~ater in this area.

Contacted Vic Blomberg at~the mine and visited the aisi#osal s~stem now
e~ating. Drain~ge from the zine tunnels is pumped to a sump and then pumped
to two disposal sites on the side of Mr. Diablo. One site receives 1/3 to
1/2 of the waste water which is sprayed over the hillside. Disposal is
evaporation aud seepage. Uater escaping do~n the hillside is clear and
apparentl~ chemlcalb stable. The other site receives 1/2 to 2/3 of the ~aste
~hich flows into holding ~onds on a flat area. Disposal is b~ percolation and
evaporation. The mine drainage floculates readii) upon ~eration without
addition of lime. Metal objects, (sheet iron and iron pipe) associated with
~he aischarge show no effects of acid drainage. Preclplt~te from the drainage
in the ponds and sump is ~ulte he~j. Blomberg states that pumpi~7 is now
Just beginning to catch u9 with the water flow in the mine and will soon
exceed the rate of inflow to the ~orkings. The draln~ge contains considerable
salt - looks llke Magnesiu~ Sulphate (Epson salts). Hes~v~~ deposits are noticed
along e~es of ponds and where evaporation is ~ctive. The percolatin~ drains
waters are appeirlng in Dunn Creek which h~s quite a good flow at the mine

(probabl~ 20 - 3~ gallon per minute) foz this time of the 2ear. Dunu Creek
is usuall~ dr2 by now. Had no jugs to collect sa~ple of zine drainage and
Dunn Creek water.. Samples should h~ve been taken from both places in view of
the heavy saline content of the mine draine~ge. Waters in long contact with the
ore bodies in the mine have not yet been reached accordin~ to Blomberg. Flow
in Dunn Creek was clear and odorless. No drainage was entering the pond at
the foot of the hill and there was no overflow from the pond to Dur~ Creek
below the mine. Present waste disposal methods are not causing nuisance
downstream from the mine. The effects on the chemical ouallty of Iku~ Creek
waters should be watched.

E~cept for the ~mall flow below Marsh Creek Springs to the vicinity of
Marsh Creek Lodge,~.the entire creek was dry from above Lttun Creek to
B~entwood.

~ Permanent Record Card: Meeting reoulrements.


