


 Five refuges:  
 Sacramento 
 Delevan 
 Colusa 
 Sutter 
 Sacramento 

River 
 

 Three WMAs: 
 North Central 

Valley 
 Willow Creek-

Lurline 
B  S  



• Wetland habitat 
management for 
migratory birds 

• Endangered species 
habitat protection 

• Education / Recreation 
• Management-oriented 

research 
• Crop depredation 

prevention 



 
• Hunting 
• Fishing 
• Wildlife Photography 
• Wildlife Observation 
• Environmental 

Interpretation 
• Environmental 

Education 

 
 

 
 



Seasonally 
  Flooded 
   65-75% 

Seasonally Flooded- 
          Irrigated 
           10-15% 

Semi-permanent 
        5-10% 

Permanent/ 
Year round  5-10% 



Watergrass 

Swamp Timothy 

Smartweeds 

Desirable Food Plants for Waterfowl 



Mowing & Disking 

Habitat Enhancement 

Water Management 

Planting Native Vegetation 



  
 

• Butte/Yuba/Sutter 
Subwatershed 
 

• Colusa/ Glenn 
Subwatershed 



Private Wetlands in 
he Sacramento Valley 

• Approximately 50,000 acres of 
     wetlands spread across the 
     Sacramento Valley. 
• The majority are protected with  
      conservation easements. 
 
 
 



 Conservation Easement Programs: Land 
Protection (FWS, NRCS,CDFW) 

 Habitat Cost–share Programs: Habitat Restoration 
and Enhancement (Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Program, NAWCA Grants, WCB Inland Wetlands 
Program)  

 Habitat Incentive Programs: Habitat Management 
(CRP, California Waterfowl Habitat Program) 

 Technical Assistance 

 
 



Seasonal Wetland 

Riparian 

Semi-permanent Wetland 

Native Grassland 



Seasonal Wetland Colusa Basin 

Riparian Habitat Butte Basin Riparian Habitat Colusa Basin 

Seasonal Wetland Butte Basin 





Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle 

Giant Garter Snake Spring-run Chinook Salmon 

Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo 



 NO CVPIA WATER 
 Water rights with a variety of water/irrigation districts 

(primarily CVP and SWP Contractors). 
 “If and when available water” contracted from water districts. 
 Agricultural Drain Water. 
 Riparian rights dependent on natural flows from adjacent 

streams. 
  Ground Water 



 In 2004 and 2006 the FWS sent letters to all FWS 
easement owners regarding the Irrigated Lands 
Regulatory Program and the ability to participate in a 
Coalition Group under a conditional waiver. 

 Coordinated with Duck Unlimited to sign up private 
wetlands interested in participating with a Coalition 
Group.  

 The majority of FWS easement properties are now 
participants in the Sacramento Valley Water Quality 
Coalition under the Colusa Basin, Butte-Yuba-Sutter, 
and Solano-Yolo Subwatersheds. 
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