47 SIERRA PLACER GROUP
L\ CLU B P.O. Box 7167, AUBURN, CA 95604

FOUKDED 1892

May 1, 2015

Nichole Morgan, Supervising WCR Engineer
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200

Rancnho Cordova, California 958670-6114

Re: Creekview Development Project, 5A31CR00324A1
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

Dear Ms. Morgan,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project to place approximately
2,100 housing units along with schools, parks and nonresidential uses on major
portions of 501 acres. According to he EIR, the project proposes to dredge or fill
11.00 acres of Valley Wetland Corridor and 33.83 acres of Waters of the United
States. EIR Table 4.8-1, page 4.8-3. The Board notice indicates that there are
12.02 additional acres of wetland impacts associated with the project offsite.

Project maps indicate a project layout that may readily be adjusted in a manner to
avoid most if not nearly all of the proposed impacts on wetlands, e.g., Land Use
Map Figure 2-4,, EIR page 2-14. The Sierra Club strongly urges that all options be
considered to avoid any impacts and/or resulting losses of wetlands. This loss includes
dredge and fill and other negative impacts on state (apparently 11.00 acres) and
federal (apparently 45.86 acres) of wetlands.

In order to be consistent with state and federal policy and regulations, ensuring the
avoidance of existing wetlands is the number one priority for regulatory agencies.
There is no reason that this subdivision cannot be designed with nature.

The project area contains vernal pools. Figure 4.8-5, EIR page 4.8-59. This
project is not coming under the Placer County Habitat Conservation Plan (PCCP)
that when adopted will provide for sustainable vernal pool wetland habitat in a
portion of .that will be off-limits to development. This project should mitigate
consistent with the draft PCCP or it should avoid all onsite vernal pool wetlands..

Regarding the project as proposed and recent proposed changes to it,
consultation is required between the lead agencies and the State Department of
Fish and Wildlife.

Regarding the vernal pools, a favorable Biological Opinion is required from the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service.



The Sierra Club requests that the Board hold a public hearing on this 401 Water
Quiality Certification application. 23 CCR 3858(b).

Sincerely,
s/
Michael Garabedian Co-chair

Sierra Club Placer Group
916-719-7296

cc:  Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife Service
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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