
 

 

 
 
13 January 2017 
 
 

James G. and Amelia M. Sweeney (owner/operator)  CERTIFIED MAIL 

Sweeney Dairy 7016 1370 0000 0296 4501 

30712 Road 170 

Visalia, CA  93292 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY COMPLAINT R5-2017-0504 FOR SWEENEY DAIRY, WDID 
5D545155N01, 30712 ROAD 170, VISALIA, TULARE COUNTY 
 
Enclosed is an Administrative Civil Liability Complaint (Complaint), issued pursuant to California Water 
Code (Water Code) section 13323, for violations of the Reissued Waste Discharge Requirements 
General Order for Existing Milk Cow Dairies, Order R5-2013-0122 (Reissued General Order).  The 
Complaint charges James G. and Amelia M. Sweeney (Discharger) with civil liability in the amount 
seventy-five thousand six hundred dollars ($75,600), for failure to submit a 2015 Annual report, as 
required pursuant to Water Code section 13267, subdivision (b). 
 
Pursuant to Water Code section 13323, the Discharger may: 
 

 Pay the assessed civil liability and waive its right to a hearing before the Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) by signing the enclosed waiver 
(checking off the box next to item #3) and submitting it to this office by 3 February 2017, along 
with payment for the full amount; 

 

 Waive the right to a hearing within 90 days and agree to enter into settlement discussions with 
the Central Valley Water Board and request that any hearing on the matter be delayed by 
signing the enclosed waiver (checking off the box next to item #4) and submitting it to this office 
by 3 February 2017; or 

 

 Waive the right to a hearing within 90 days in order to extend the hearing deadlines (checking 
off box next to item #5). 

 
If the Discharger chooses to sign the waiver and pay the assessed civil liability, this will be considered a 
tentative settlement of the violations in the Complaint.  This settlement will be considered final pending 
a 30-day period of public notice, during which time interested parties may comment on this action by 
submitting information to this office, attention Dale Essary.  Should the Central Valley Water Board 
receive new information or comments during this comment period, the Central Valley Water Board’s 
Assistant Executive Officer may withdraw the Complaint, return payment, and issue a new complaint. 
 
If the Central Valley Water Board does not receive a signed waiver by 3 February 2017, then a hearing 
on this matter will be scheduled for the 6/7 April 2017 regular meeting of the Central Valley Water 
Board to be held at 1685 E Street, in the City of Fresno, California, 93706.  If a hearing on this matter is 
held, the Central Valley Water Board will consider whether to issue, reject, or modify an Administrative 
Civil Liability Order based on the enclosed Complaint, or whether to refer the matter to the Attorney 
General for recovery of judicial civil liability.  Modification of the proposed Administrative Civil Liability 




