State of California
Office of Administrative Law

Inre: ' NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF REGULATORY
State Water Resources Control Board ACTION

Regulatory Action:
. Government Code Section 11353
Title 23, California Code of Regulations

Adopt sections: 3949.11 . OAL Matter Number: 2015-0507-02
Amend sections:
Repeal sections:
OAL Matter Type: Regular (S)

This rulemaking action by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board)
amends the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin
River Basins and the Water Quality Control Plan for the Tulare Lake Basin (Basin
Plans). These amendments, which are summarized in section 3949.11 of title 23 of the
California Code of Regulations, add policies authorizing the Central Valley Regional
Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) to grant variances from water quality
based effluent limitations for point source dischargers, salinity variances for municipal
and domestic wastewater treatment facilities, and exceptions from salinity limitations for
dischargers subject to waste discharge requirements. This basin plan amendment was
adopted by the Regional Board pursuant to Resolution No. R5-2014-0074 on June 6,
2014, and approved by the State Board on March 17, 2015 pursuant to Resolution No.
2015-0010.

OAL approves this regulatory action pursuant to section 11353 of the Government
Code. '

Date: June 19, 2015

Lin@isey S. McNeill
Attorney

For: DEBRA M. CORNEZ
Director

Original: Thomas Howard
Copy: Betty Yee
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CONCISE SUMMARY OF REGULATORY PROVISIONS

RESOLUTION R5-2014-0074

POLICIES FOR VARIANCES FROM WATER QUALITY STANDARDS FOR POINT
SOURCE DISCHARGERS, VARIANCE PROGRAM FOR SALINITY, AND EXCEPTION
FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR SALINITY

TITLE 23. Waters
Division 4. Regional Water Quality Control Boards
Chapter 1. Water Quality Control Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
Article 5. Central Valley Region

Adopt as follows:

83949.11. Amendments to the Water Quality Control Plans for the Sacramento River
and San Joaquin River Basins and for the Tulare Lake Basin to add Policies for
Variances from Surface Water Quality Standards for Point Source Dischargers,
Variance Program for Salinity, and Exception from Implementation of Water Quality
Objectives for Salinity.

The amendments are to both Central Valley Basin Plans to add policies for variances
from surface water quality standards for point source dischargers, a multiple discharger
variance program for salinity, and an exception from implementation of water quality
objectives for salinity. The Variance Policy allows the Central Valley Water Board the
authority to grant short-term variances from meeting water quality based effluent
limitations to dischargers subject to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits. The Variance Policy applies to non-priority pollutants. The Salinity
Variance Program is a multiple discharger variance that allows the Central Valley Water
Board the authority to grant variances from meeting water quality based effluent
limitations for salinity constituents (electrical conductivity, total dissolved solids, chloride,
sulfate and sodium) to publicly owned treatment works in NPDES permits. The Salinity
Exception Program establishes procedures for dischargers that are subject to waste
discharge requirements and conditional waivers to obtain a short-term exception from
meeting effluent or groundwater limitations for salinity constituents (electrical
conductivity, total dissolved solids, chloride, sulfate and sodium).



