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JANUARY 24, 2012: INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
MAILING (4™ PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

COVER LETTER
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JANUARY 24, 2012: FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (3RP PRIORITY
SUBWATERSHEDS)

COVER LETTER
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FOLLOW UP SURVEY
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JANUARY 26, 2012: QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT MAILING

EXCEEDANCE REPORT
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List of unifs

magil milligrams per liter
MPNADO mL Most Probable Mumber per 100 milliiters [measure of baciena)

wa'll micrograms ger liter (same as parts per billion or ppb)

WSiem

microsiemens per centimeter (measure of conduciivity)

Manitoring Constituents Definitions

Dissodved Ourygen (D0): DD chferon is protective of
aguatic life: (min. of T mgiL). DO levels are affecied by water
temperaturs, photosynthesis & respiration. Added rutrients
can sfimulate algae production which dies and breaks down
by microbial activity. The activity reguires oxygen, deplefing
DO and resulting in an inalkility to supgort aquatic
communities.

pH- Power of Hydrogen (pH) measures acidic or basic levels
in a solution. Acceptakle range = 6.5-8.5. Water
temperatuse, photosynthesis & respiration can affect levels.
Ferilizers & pestcides can affect pH of water! soil.

Specific Conductance (SC): Specific conductance (SC)isa

measwre of salt and is measured in pSiem. 5C is an indirect
measwre of the presence of ions such as chlorde, nitrate,
salfate, phosphate, sodium, magnesium, calcium and iron.
The 5C standard (700 wSicm) is protective of sensitive
agriculiural crops such as beans.

Total Dissolved Solids (TOS): TOS descrbes all solids
{wsually mineral salts] dissolved in water and is measured n
mgl. TOS is frequently associated with 5C exceedances.
Potential sources are minerals leached from sails by
upstream surface waber, groundwater, or drain water from
irrigated agriculture (Ag). Ag sources include fertiizers &
native sails.

Nitrate + Mitrite: Potential sowces inclede runoff of fertilizers
of organic maties from irngated pasture, leaking sephic
systems, waste waler freatment plant efluent and animal
waste. Nitraie and nitrite are very soluble and can enter
surface or groundwater with irfgation and'or storm water.
Animal wasie can be converied fo nitrate by nitrifying
bacteria. Sowrces of animal waste include daires, pouliry,
pasture and/or wildlife.

E. colfi: & comman bacterium that inhakits intestinal tracts and is
voided in fecal material. E. coli in water (measured as

MFNM 00mL where MPN is the Most Probable Mumber) is
compared to the water quality standard protective of recreational
actwities (235 MPNMOOmL). E. coli may persist in presence of
oxygen for peniods of time afier being voided. Any species of
vertebrate that woids feces can contribute E. coli to surface
waters. Potential sources: leaky seplic systems or sewer linas,
discharge from waste water treatment plants, application of
biasalids to agricuttural land, defecation in or near water bodies,
dairies, manure of pouliry cperations.

Copper: Can coour in surface water dissolved or bound to
sediment. Measurement of dissalved copper=dissolved form
only measwement of total copper= both disschied & bound.
Dizzalved copper is adusied for the hardness [CaC03) n water
to determine concentrations that would be tooc to aquatic
species. Tofal copper is also evaluated based on the criterda
protective of the dinking water beneficial use.

Algae toxicity: algae (aquatic plants) are sensitive to herbicides
and fumgicides. Algae toaicity is measured as percent growth in
the sample water compared to the growth in a control treatment.

Fathead minmow toxicity: fathead minnows (fish) are sensitive
to ammonia toxicity. At high concentrations pesticides and
metals can also cause fish mortality. Fathead minnow foxicity is
measwred as percent surival within the sample water compared
to suvival in 3 contral treatment.

Discharge: Measure of waber flow-cubic feet per second (cfs) at
sample site.
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FEBRUARY 1, 2012: ANNUAL REPORT MAILING

Refer to 2012 AMR, submitted March 1, 2012.
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FEBRUARY 12, 2012: RESULTS FROM INDIVIDUAL CONTACT MEETING
CONFIRMATION MAILING (3RP PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

SURVEY RECAP TEMPLATE
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Section 2: Storm Drainage

When do you have storm water draining from your field
* Mo Stomn Crainage

Onlyin heawy (100 year] storms

After soilis saturatsd-late winter

10N st rain e vents

How are you able to manage storm drainage

HiA Prior To 2005 2006 or Later  Recornmencded
Mo Stomn Drairege O = O O
Recirculation - Taibwater rebum system = O O O
Settling Pond = O O O
Purrg/Crain into wabsreay & able to contral iming = O O O
PurrpyDrain into weateraay & unakde o controd timing = O O O
Bz Betwezen Fiekd & Waterweay (Install and'or Improve) O = O O
Section 3: Erosion & Sediment Management
Sediment management practices: WA FrierTo2005 2006 or Lt Recommended
Wegetation is planted akong or alowed to grow along ditches O &= O O
Mairtain vegetatad flter strips around field peimeter at least 10 wids O = O O
Corstucted wetlands &= O O O
Grass Row Centers (Cicharcks Vineyards) = O O O

Do you apply herbicides during winter manths
= Daonotapply

Diiuron (Karmiee)

Simazine {Princep)

Paraquat { Grarmaeons)

Gyphosate Round-Upi

Goal

Othar

If waterway crosses or borders pasture, how is livestock managed

MYA - Mot Pasture
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Section 4: Pest Management

Spray management practices:
Adjust spray nozzkes to match crop canopy profile
Outside nozzles shut off when spraying outsr rows next b sermitive sites
Lkes of nozzles that provide largest efective droplet size to rminimize drift
Spray aress choss towatsbodies when the wind is Blowing aeay from them
ke electmonic contrlled sprayernozzies

L& airbast applicatiors when wind i between 3-10 mph and upeind of a sensitive site

How often is spray equipment calibrated
Mewvar

*  Priortosach application
Qe parmonth

Oince pear yaar

Have you considered alternative strategies to using diazinon or chlorpyritos either during the dormant or growing season

s

EE

= O O O

4

Fricr To 2005 2006 or Later - Recommendsd

O

I

0o

O

Ooo0ooaod

O

Oooooao

Section 5: Dormant Spray Management

How many acres are sprayed with dormant pesticides

Mo Domrmant Sprays

Section 6: Information

INFORMATION REQUEST: Would you like additional intormation about

ENPs to protect veater quality
Potentia funding to nstall BMPs

Cithar

O
O
O
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This survey rafers to the parcels listed below. This may not include all of your parcels in the Coalition.

migated Acres APN County County
0 Merced Figla/Row
o} Merced Fig'd/Riowr
a5 Merced Figld/Row
T Merced Figla/Row
20 Merced Figid/Rowr
45 Merced Figla/Row
il Merced Figld/Row

Member D Mumber

Company Name

Membership Contact(s) Member
Mailing Address
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FEBRUARY 21, 2012: REMINDER FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (3RP
PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

Refer to January 24, 2012: Follow Up Contact Mailing (3" Priority Subwatersheds) / Cover Letter and
Follow Up Survey.
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APRIL 16,2012: FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (3RP PRIORITY
SUBWATERSHEDS)

Refer to January 24, 2012: Follow Up Contact Mailing / Cover Letter and Survey.

ESIWQC March 1, 2013 AMR Appendix VII
VIl - 14 | Page



MAY 16, 2012: QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT MAILING

EXCEEDANCE REPORT
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MAY 18, 2012: APRIL 2012 NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER
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JUNE 4, 2012: REMINDER FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (3R> PRIORITY
SUBWATERSHEDS)

Refer to January 24, 2012: Follow Up Contact Mailing (3" Priority Subwatersheds) / Cover Letter and
Follow Up Survey.
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JUNE 21, 2012: PROPOSED ESJWQC WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
MEETING - MADERA COUNTY

MEETING ANNOUCEMENT TO COALITION MEMBERS
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MEETING ANNOUCEMENT IN MADERA FARM BUREAU NEWSLETTER
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AGENDA
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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN TEMPLATE

ANNUAL NITROGEN BUDGET

Member ID# 1234

Cwnerimgr  Parry Klassen

APMNC 111-00-222

Field# A B. C

CROP NITROGEN DEMAND
Crop Mitrogen MNeeds / Uptake

NITROGEN SUPPLY Credits and Applications

Crop

Almonds |

Expected yield (Lbs of
production/ acre)

3000 Ibs/ac |

Nitroegen Crop Needs to
meet expected yield (|bs of
Mifrogen per acre)

250

Nutrients: Total N applied to field
Nitrogen fertilizers
{conventional and organic)

Spring 100
Summer 75
Fall 100
Foliar fertilizers 5
Other fertilizers 0
Manure 0
Compost 0
Bacterial extracts/Compost teas 0
Other nutritional products 0
TOTAL N APPLIED 280
Soil Nitrogen Credits Soil M ppm * Lbs Niacre

Nitrogen from previous legume crop

Residual from long-term manure applications |
Soil organic matter mineralization

Current soil test levels *

[ [ | () Y ]

Irrigation water nitrogen credits (annualized) a0
TOTAL N CREDITS 65
Total M Credits and Applications: 345

Crop N needs: 250

Balance 95

Ratio 1.380
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JUNE 26, 2012: PROPOSED ESJWQC WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
MEETING - MERCED COUNTY

Refer to June 21, 2012: Proposed ESJIWQC Waste Discharge Requirements Meeting — Madera / Meeting
Announcement and Nutrient Management Plan Template.

AGENDA
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JUNE 28, 2012: PROPOSED ESJWQC WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
MEETING - STANISLAUS COUNTY

Refer to June 21, 2012: Proposed ESJWQC Waste Discharge Requirements Meeting — Madera / Meeting
Announcement and Nutrient Management Plan Template.

AGENDA
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JULY 17, 2012: PROPOSED ESJWQC WASTE DISCHRAGE REQUIREMENTS
MEETING FOLLOW UP EMAIL

EMAIL

From: East San Joaguin Water Quality Cealition [mailto-es)Admin@esjcoalition. org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 8:31 PM
Subject: Growers Hear About New Groundwater Regulations

A near record turnout of farmers heard the Regional Water Board explain new groundwater
regulations being developed for the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition. Meetings held in
Madera, Merced and Modesto attracted more than 300 farmers in late June. even some non-
coaliticn members, who heard about a 120 day membership holiday where they could join the
coalitien without first applying to the Regional Board as is now required.

The membership holiday is expected to begin after the Waste Discharge Requirements (WDE)
are adopted at the Regional Water Board meeting on October 4-5. Most significant in the
expanded regulations are reporting requirements for nitrogen fertilizer applications, with growers
in groundwater-vulnerable regions required to have their nitrogen budgets signed off by a
Certified Crop Advisor (CCA).

The latest draft of the new WDE was released on July 3, opening the final 30 day comment
period on a regulation that covers both surface and groundwater. The slide shows from the June
ESTWQC meetings are posted at www _esjcoalition org/generalorder.asp. Also posted is the new
public review draft of the WDE.

Parry Klassen

Executive Director

East San Joaguin Water Quality Coalition

pklassen@unwiredbb.com
559-646-2224 office
339-288-8125 cell

www_esjcoalition org
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JULY 19, 2012: MERCED SUN-STAR NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

TRANSCRIPT

Proposal would regulate nitrogen in
Central Valley ag

Farmers could be asked for reports

By JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH - fsmith@mercedsunstar. com

Drinking-water contamination has long plagued many rural communities in the Central
Valley.

People living in areas with a limited number of wells and no water treatment fadlity often
drink groundwater contaminated with nitrates, chemicals linked to cancer and the
potentially fatal baby-blue syndrome.

while the cause of this contamination has been hotly debated, state requlators recently
proposed a plan to address the issue by reguiring farmers to document and limit their use of
nitrogen-based fertilizer, which, if over-applied, can seep into the groundwater and become
nitrate,

Officials with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board sav the proposed
regulations, currently submitted for public review, will, over time, significantly reduce the
Valley's groundwater nitrate contamination.

"W know we have a lot of nitrate problems in the Central Valley and that agriculture is
contributing to them,” said Joe Karkoski, program manager with the regional water board.
"what is out (for review} is our first set of rules dealing with nitrates in groundwater,”

The program would require farmers to kesp "nitrogen budgets" documenting the amount of
nitrogen-based fertilizer applied to a particular crop, Farmers will be required to test well
water and document the nitrogen content of water used for irrigation.

If farmers are over-applying nitrogen to their orops, it's likely because they're unaware the
water they're using to spread fertilizer already has nitrogen in it, said Parry Klassen,
executive director with the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition, which represents
Stanislaus, Merced and Madera counties.

"There's no motivation to over-apply fertilizer,” he said. "They're getting free fertilizer in the
water but some farmers are not aware of that. Really the first year or two is going to be
information gathering.”

Farmers in high vulnerability areas for nitrate contamination — which includes more than
half of the irrigated land in the Valley — would be required to submit their budgets for
review by the regional water board. Farmers in areas of low vulnerability would be expected
to produce nitrogen budgets on request.

However, because the water guality coalitions will be responsible for gathering the budgets
and submitting aggregated data to the water board, water quality advocates have raised
concerns that bad actors will be shielded from scrutiny.
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AUGUST 8, 2012: QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT MAILING

EXCEEDANCE REPORT
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List af units

mal miligrams per liter
MPMMAD0 mL  Most Probakle Number per 100 milliliters (measure of bactena)
waill micrograms per liter (same as parts per billion or pphb)

WSiem

microsiemens per centmeter {measure of conduciivity]

[Monitoring Constituents Definitiony

Dissolved Oxygen (DO] 00D crtenon is protective of
aguatic life: (min. of T mgiL). 0O levels are affecied by water
temperatue, photosynthesis & respiration. Added nuinents
can stimulate algae production which dies and breaks down
by microbial activity. The activity requires oxygen, degleting
D0 and resulting in an inakility to suppaort aquatic
communities.

BH: Fower of Hydrogen [pH] measures acidic or basic levels
in @ solution. Acceptable ramge = 6.3-8.5. Water
temperature, photosynthesis & respiration can affect levels.
Fetilizers & pestcides can affect pH of wates' soil.

Specific Conducfance (SC) Specific conductance (5C) isa
measure of salt and is measured in pSiem. 5C is an indirect
measure of the presence of ions such as chloride, nitrate,
salfate, phosphate, sodium, magnesium, calcium and iron.
The SC standard (700 wSicm) is profective of sensitive
agricutural crops such as beans.

Total Dissolved Solids (TDS): TDS describes all solids

{wsually mireral salts) dissolved in water and is measured in
mgll. TOS is frequently associated with SC exceedances.
Potential sowces are minerals leached from soils by
upstream surface water, groundwatar, or drain water from
irrigated agnculfure (Ag). Ag sources include ferdilzers &
native sails.

Ammaonia: Total ammonia consists of the wmionized (WH3)
fizrm plus the ionized [(NH4+] form also called ammoniem.
Ammonium can enter a water body through direct discharge
fram agriculiural fertiizers or animal wasie, discharges from
waste water treaiment plants, or from the breakdown of
organic matier in the stream. In soils, ammonium from
fertilizers is typically converted fo nitrite and then to nitrate
over @ short period of ime.  Exceedances of the ammaonia
standard are based on waler iemperature and pH which
affiect the level at which ammonia is foxic to aquatic iHe.
Regardless of the water temperaturs or pH, all ammania
comcenfrations above 1.3 ma'l are exceedances of the
drinking water standard.

Nifrate + Mitrite: Potential sowces inclede runoff of ferilizers or
organic matier from imgated pasture, leaking sepbic systems,
waste water freatment plant efluent and animal waste. Nitrate
and nitrite ane very soluble and can enter swiace or groundwater
with irrigation and'or storm water. Animal waste can be
converied fo nitrate by nitrifying bacteria. Sources of animal
washe include dairies, poultry, pastere andior wildife.

E. eoli: A common bacterium that inhakits intesting] tracts and is
voided in fecal matesial. E. coli in water (measured as

MPMNM 00mL where MPN is the Most Prokakle Number) is
compared bo the water quality standard protective of recreational
activities (235 MPNM00mL). E. colimay persist in presence of
ouygen for periods of ime after being voided. Any speces of
vertebrate that woids feces can confribute E. coli to surface
waters. Potential sources: kkaky seplic systems or sewer lnes,
discharge from wasie water treatment plants, application of
biosclids fo agricultural land, defecation in or near water bodies,
dairies, manure of pouliry operations.

Copper; Can coour in surface water dissalved or bound to
sediment. Measurement of dissolved copper=dissolved form
only measwement of total copper= both dissolved & bound.
Diszalved copper is adusied for the hardress (CaCO03) in water
to determine concentrations that would e toxic to agquatic
species. Total copper is also evaluated based on the crtera
proteciive of the dinking water beneficial use.

Arsenic: Arsenic is found in sodium cacodylate which is applied
by agnculture for broadieaf weed confrol and as a cotion
defoliant. California Deparment of Pesticide Riequlation records
indicate no agrcuifural use of sodium cacodylate across the
Coalition region between 1998 and 2010. Exceedances of the
Arsenic WOTL can ke afiributed to legacy pesticide use.

Flow: Measure of water flow-cubic feet per second [cfs) at
sample site.
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SEPTEMBER 14, 2012: REMINDER FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (3RP
PRIORITY SUBWATERSHED)

Refer to January 24, 2012: Follow Up Contact Mailing / Cover Letter and Survey.
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SEPTEMBER 25, 2012: SEPTEMBER 2012 NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER
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OCTOBER9, 2012: OCTOBER 2012 NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER
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OCTOBER 11, 2012: VIOLATION OF MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT MAILING
(3R> PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

COVER LETTER
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REGIONAL BOARD LETTER

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
e : Central Valley Region
_ arl B, Longley, SeDy L, Cheir
Lindn 8. Adams Arnoll
Snceelary for 111030 Sur Center Drive #200, Reretio Cardows, Collforsin. 95670-6114 Sehwarznegger
Precitons Phione (916} 4543291 » PAX (916) 454-4643 e

Il wnterboards, co.povfeent iyl ey

3 June 2008
Coalition Groups

RESPONSIBILITIES OF GROWERS IN COALITIONS AND POTENTIAL CONSEQUENCES
OF NON-COOPERATION : .

A number of coalitions have asked the California Reglonal Water Quality Control Board,
Central Valley Region (Central Valley Water Board) to describe the sxpectations of growers
participating in coalitions and the conseguences if growers do not cooperate with the
coalifion. This letter outlines what actions the Central Valley Water Board anticipates taking
should a grower fail to respond ta infarmation requests from a coalition group or should a
grower's membership in & coalition group be revoked. - .

The Coalition Group Conditional Walver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges
from Irrigated Lands (Coalition Conditlonal Waiver; R5-2008-0053) requires that growers In a
coalition group implement management practices to improve and protect water quality. To
inform the Central Valley Water Board of whether the necessary management practices are
being implemented, the coalition needs fo gather information from growers on their practices.

This information is especially critical when the coalition is working with their member growers
to address Identified water qualily problems. Information on the implementation of
management praclices helps the Central Valley Water Board determine whether a good faith
effort Is being made to solve identified water quality problems. In addition, an assessmant of
data on management practice implementation and changes in water quality will help us
determine whether practices thought to be protective of watsr quality are effective.

We expect the cealitions to make reasonable efforts to obiain complste and accurate
information from thelr participating growers. Should growers fail to provide the necessary
management practice Information to the-coalition, we will consider those growers to be in
violation of the Coalition Conditional Waiver, We anticipate taking the following steps with
those. non-compliant growers:

1) lssuing.an order under. section. 13267 (b).of the_California. Water Code (13267 Order). ..
_requiring the grower to submit the management plan information to the Gentral Valley \Water
Board; and
2} working with the coalition to rescind the non-cooperative grower's regulatory coverage
under the Coalilion Conditional Walver. '

Californin Environmental Protection Agency

% fecpeied Paper
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Coalltion Groups . 2. 3 June 2009

Once coverage under the Coalition Conditional Waiver s rescinded, the grower would be
required to obtain regulatory coverage in one of the following ways:

1. Submit a Notice of Fl'li'ﬁll"lt (NQI) for cmrerage under the Individual Discharger
Conditional Waiver' for discharges from Irfigated lands. The annual fee for Individual
Conditional Waiver coverage i based on acreage as established in the Fee
Regulations. For example, the annual fee for a 50 acre farm Is $1,000 and for a 250
acre farm is $2,625. Coverage under the Individual Canditional Waiver would require
the grower to develop and implement a site-specific mnn[tnnng and reporing plan, for
which growers would incur approximately $10, 000 to $15,000 in additional costs
beyond the annual fes,

2. Submit a Report of Waste Discharge (RWD) for coverage under individual Waste
Discharge Reguirements (WDRs) in accordance with Water Code sections 13260 and
132G3. Under current law, growers have the option of foregoing coverage under the
irrigated lands waivers and obtaining coverage under WDRs. The cost of coverage
under this option is based on the potential threat to water quality and complexity of
waste discharges from irrigated lands. According to the fee schedule for WDRs, the
annual fes would likely be $6,006. Like the Individual Conditional Waiver option, a
growar under WDORs would be required to develop and implement a site-specific
menitering and raporﬂng plan Incurring additional costs of approximalely $10,000 tc
$1 5,000,

Should a grower not abtain coverage under one of the options described above or fail to
respond to a 13267 Order, then the Central Valley Water Board plans to pursue enforcement
action against the grower. Enforcement action could include fines of thousands of dollarb
depending on the nature and extent of the grower's non-compliance.

Aside from potential actions described above, the Coalition Groups and their members
should keep in mind that the Coalition Group Walver Is being evaluated as one alternative for
the Long-term Irigated Lands Program. If the coalitions are deamed insfieciive at
implementing Management Plans and addressing persistent water quality problems, the
Central Valley Water Board may be compelled to replace the coalitions with General Orders
or Waste Discharge Requirements for individual growers. If growers value the coalitions and
the monitoring cost sharing and other advantages associatad with them, itis in their interest
to cooperata with the coalitions to the fullest to Implement Management Plans,

if your growers have any guestions regarding this letter, they can leave a message on our
lrrrgaled Lands Hegulatory Pragram phune line at (916) 464 4&11 or

Joe Karkoski
Acting Assistant Executive Officer

? Indivldual Discharger Conditional Weiver of Weste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated
Lands, Order No. RE-2008-0064 '
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OCTOBER 15, 2012: VIOLATION OF MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT MAILING
(471 PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

Refer to October 11, 2012: Violation of Membership Agreement Mailing / Regional Board Letter.

COVER LETTER
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OCTOBER 23, 2012: RESULTS FROM INDIVIDUAL CONTACT MEETING
CONFIRMATION MAILING (4™ PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

Refer to February 12, 2012: Results from Individual Contact Meeting Confirmation Mailing (3" Priority
Subwatersheds) /Survey Recap Template.
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OCTOBER 29, 2012: QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT MAILING

EXCEEDANCE REPORT
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NOVEMBER 2, 2012: INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
MAILING (5™ PRIORITY SUBWATERSHEDS)

COVER LETTER
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NOVEMBER 27, 2012: ANNUAL GROWER MEETING - STANISLAUS COUNTY

MEETING ANNOUCEMENT
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AGENDA
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PRESENTATION SLIDES
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NOVEMBER 28, 2012: ANNUAL GROWER MEETING - MERCED COUNTY

Refer to November 27, 2012: Annual Grower Meeting — Stanislaus County / Meeting Announcement,
Meeting Agenda and Presentation Slides.
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NOVEMBER 29, 2012: ANNUAL GROWER MEETING - MADERA COUNTY

Refer to November 27, 2012: Annual Grower Meeting — Stanislaus County / Meeting Announcement,
Meeting Agenda and Presentation Slides.
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DECEMBER 13,2012: FOLLOW UP CONTACT MAILING (4™ PRIORITY
SUBWATERSHEDS)

SURVEY
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DECEMBER 19, 2012: NEW WDR ORDER FOR IRRIGATED LANDS ADOPTED
BY CVRWQCB ANNOUNCEMENT

EMAIL TRANSCRIPT

Subject: Central Valley Water Board Adopts Waste Discharge Reqguirements for Irrigated Lands

Central Valley Regisnal Water Quality Contrel Board
" h i

For Immediate Release
Contact: Ken Landau
Phone: 8168-484-47 26

Central Valley Water Board Adopts Waste Discharge Requirements for rigated
Lands

The Central Valley Regional Water Cuality Confrol Board (Central Valley Water Board)

has adopted new waste discharge requirements io protect ground and surface water from
imigated agriculbural discharges.

The reguirements apply to farmers in the Eastem San Joaquin River Watershed who join an
approved third-party growp or coalition. Growers who do not join a coalition will be directhy
regulated by the Central WValley Water Board, and will be subject to higher costs. The Eastem
San Joaquin River watershed has approximataly 1 million acres of imigated land.

The waste discharge requirements are the firstin a series of such conditions which will address
imigated agriculbural discharges throughout the Central WValley.

Farmers will be required fo report their water quality protection practices to their respective
caalition. And, growers who hawve not already implemented practices that protect water quality
will be required fo improve their practices. Becauss nitrates in groundwater are a serous
concem in the Central Valley, all growers will be required to prepare nitrogen manageament
plans. Famners whose land les above the most vulnerable groundwater aquifers will be
required to submit information fo the coalition on their nitrogen use efficiency. The coalition will
prepare technical reports, conduct required studies and monitoring. and submit reports to the
Central Valley Water Board on behalf of the growers.

The waste discharge requirements are the product of four years of dislogue among a variety of
interested parties, as well as public input received at numenous Central Valley Water Board

meed]

The Cngrs-'m'al ‘alley Water Board took an important step towards ensuring that cur precious
water resources are protected for cument and future generations,” said Pamela Cresdon,
Executive Officer of the Central Valley Water Board. “We are committed to continuing to partner
with the agricuftural community, our sister agencies, and the emironmental and environmental
justice community to make this work.”

Creedon emphasized that protecting water quality and sustaining the agricultural economy are
compatible goals.

“We need a dean and sustainable water source for all users of Central Valley waters including
our drinking water supply, our industries, our fisheries, and agriculture. Equally important is our
need for 3 vibrant agricultural sector that provides an economic engine for our Cantral Walley
and feeds the citizens of cur State, country, and the world,” she said.

The Central Valley Water Board is a California state agency responsible for the presensation
and enhancement of quality in water resources.

For more information visit: hittpofwwew waterboards.ca gow/centrakvalley/
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