
 

 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD  

COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION 

BOARD ORDER R7-2015-0025 

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR 

MITCHELL’S CAMP FAMILY ASSOCIATION, OWNER/OPERATOR 
DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 

Palo Verde – Imperial County 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region 
(Colorado River Basin Water Board), finds that: 

1. Mitchell’s Camp Family Association (a California corporation), P.O. Box 398, Palo 
Verde, CA 92266 (Discharger), owns and operates multiple permanent 
residences, a trailer or mobile home area and a recreational vehicle parking area 
(herein referred to as Mitchell Camp), located at 87 Mitchell Camp Road, Palo 
Verde, California 92266.  Mitchell Camp is shown on the Vicinity Map in 
Attachment A, which is incorporated herein and made a part of this Board Order 
by reference.  The Imperial County Assessor Parcel number (APN) for Mitchell 
Camp on property owned by the Discharger is 006-190-032-000 and it can be 
found in the Northeast ¼ of Section 23, Township 10 South, Range 21 East, San 
Bernardino Base & Meridian.   

2.  Wastewater at Mitchell Camp is generated from 62 mobile home units, one 
restroom building, one laundry room, and seven permanent residences.  
Attachment B is a Site Plan for Mitchell Camp and is incorporated herein and 
made a part of this Board Order by reference. 

3.  Mitchell Camp has been subject to Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
prescribed under Board Order 94-067 adopted by the Colorado River Basin 
Water Board on September 13, 1994. The Discharger submitted a Report of 
Waste Discharge dated January 26, 2015, to update the WDRs. This Board 
Order updates WDRs previously prescribed under Board Order 94-067 with 
information pertaining to the discharge and to implement the most current laws 
and regulations applicable to the discharge. 

Wastewater Discharge 

4. This Board Order regulates the entire wastewater collection, treatment and 
disposal system (Wastewater Treatment System (WWTS)) at Mitchell Camp. The 
WWTS at Mitchell Camp consists of collection lines, two independent septic 
tanks, two lift stations with pump lines and two clay-lined basins (Basins), 
operated independently. Solids that accumulate in the primary septic tanks are 
periodically pumped by a licensed septage hauler for offsite disposal at a facility 
permitted for that purpose.  Attachment C is the Wastewater Process Flow 
Schematic for Mitchell Camp and is incorporated herein and made a part of this 
Board Order by reference.  
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5. Mitchell Camp and this Board Order are identified in the California Integrated 
Water Quality System (CIWQS) by Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) 
Number 7B131046011.  

6. Wastewater is discharged to one Basin at a time for disposal by evaporation; the 
receiving Basin is alternated to allow each basin to periodically dry up. 

7. The Discharger reports that daily discharge ranges from 300 to 2,000 gallons-per-
day (gpd). Highest occupancy at Mitchell Camp and highest discharge volumes 
occur on weekends and during the months of November and December. 

8. The Discharger reports that wastes from Recreational Vehicle (RV) holding tanks 
are not allowed to be discharged into the WWTS. 

Hydrogeologic Conditions 

9. Annual precipitation in the vicinity averages about 2.4 inches per year. 

10. Annual evaporation rate in the vicinity is about 84 inches per year.  

11. Daily and monthly evaporation rates vary by season, with highest evaporation 
rates occurring during the months of May through August, and the lowest during 
the months of November through February.1 

12. The WWTS and its associated discharge are located within the Palo Verde Valley 
groundwater basin of the Colorado Hydrologic Unit. Surface and groundwater of 
the basin drain to the Colorado River. The Colorado River recharges the shallow 
floodplain aquifer in some reaches.2 

13. The Basins are located about 600 feet west of the Colorado River, a water of the 
United States. 

14. There is one water supply well in the vicinity of the discharge; the well provides 
the water supply for Mitchell Camp and is located about 600 feet northwest of the 
Basins,3 as shown on the Site Plan in Attachment B. Depth-to-groundwater is 
about 30 feet. 

15. The Basins are located within the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) designated 100-year flood plain.3. 

16. There are no significant faults in the vicinity of the WWTS. 

17. The WWTS is situated on a silty floodplain where the soil is moderately 
permeable. 

  

                                                           
1
 Based on Western Regional Climate Center Data for Indio Fire Station and Yuma Citrus Station 

2
 California Department of Water Resources, California’s Groundwater Bulletin 118 

3
 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel: 06025C0600C 
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Basin Plan, Beneficial Uses, and Regulatory Considerations 

18. The Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin Region of California 
(Basin Plan), which was adopted on November 17, 1993, and amended on 
November 16, 2012, designates the beneficial uses of ground and surface waters 
in this Region and contains implementation programs and policies to achieve 
objectives. 

19. The discharge is within the Colorado Hydrologic Unit. The Basin Plan designates 
the following beneficial uses for ground waters in the Colorado Hydrologic Unit: 

a. Municipal supply (MUN), 
b. Industrial supply (IND), and 
c. Agricultural supply (AGR). 

20. The discharge is within a groundwater basin draining to the Colorado River. The 
Basin Plan designates the following beneficial uses for the Colorado River: 

a. Municipal supply (MUN),  
b. Industrial supply (IND), 
c. Agricultural supply (AGR), 
d. Aquaculture (AQUA), 
e. Ground Water Recharge (GWR), 
f. Water Contact Recreation (REC I), 
g. Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC II), 
h. Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARM), 
i. Cold Freshwater Habitats (COLD), 
j. Wildlife Habitat (WILD), 
k. Hydropower Generation (POW), and 
l. Preservation of Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Species (RARE). 

21. Discharges from RV holding tanks or portable toilets may contain chemicals that 
can pollute groundwater quality.  Some commercially available products used to 
control holding tank/portable toilet odors may contain harmful chemicals such as 
formaldehyde, zinc, or phenol. The harmful chemicals can kill the bacteria in the 
wastewater treatment system and cause wastewater to be inadequately treated. 
Discharge of the harmful chemicals to groundwater that creates pollution may 
result in enforcement activities requiring groundwater remediation. The best and 
least expensive method to prevent groundwater pollution is not to use harmful 
chemicals by educating RV owners about the pollution hazard. 

22. WDRs implement numeric and narrative water quality objectives for ground and 
surface waters established by the Basin Plan. The numeric objectives for 
groundwater designated for municipal and domestic supply are the maximum 
contaminant levels (MCLs), and bacteriological limits specified in Section 64421 
et seq. of Title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR). The narrative objectives 
are: Ground water for use as domestic or municipal water supply (MUN) shall not 
contain taste or odor-producing substances in concentrations that adversely 
affect beneficial uses as a result of human activity (Basin Plan, page 3-8). 

23. Section 13267 of the California Water Code (CWC) authorizes the regional water 
boards to require technical and monitoring reports. The Monitoring and Reporting 
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Program (MRP) establishes monitoring and reporting requirements to implement 
federal and state requirements 

24. State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution 68-16 
(“Policy with Respect to Maintaining High Quality Waters of the State”) 
(hereinafter Resolution 68-16) requires the  Colorado River Basin Water Board in 
regulating the discharge of waste to maintain high quality waters of the State (i.e., 
historic background water quality) until it is demonstrated that any change in 
quality will be consistent with maximum benefit to the people of the State, will not 
unreasonably affect beneficial uses, and will not result in water quality less than 
as described in plans and policies (e.g. violation of any water quality objective).  
Moreover, and in any event the Discharger is required to implement best 
practicable treatment or control (BPTC) of the discharge necessary to assure that 
pollution or nuisance will not occur, and that the highest water quality consistent 
with maximum benefit to the people will be maintained. 

25. The discharge of wastewater from the WWTS, as permitted herein, reflects 
BPTC. The controls assure the discharge does not create a condition of pollution 
or nuisance, and that water quality will be maintained which is consistent with the 
anti-degradation provisions of Resolution 68-16. 

26. Constituents in domestic wastewater effluent that present the greatest risk to 
groundwater quality are nitrogen, coliforms (pathogen-indicator organisms), and 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS). 

27. The Title 22, CCR Section 64431, MCL for Nitrate plus Nitrite as Nitrogen is 10 
mg/L. To account for the fate of transport for the various components of Total 
Nitrogen, as a conservative value it is assumed that all nitrogen present converts 
to nitrate/nitrite. Self-Monitoring Reports (SMRs) submitted by the discharger 
pursuant to the MRP prescribed under Board Order 94-067 report an average 
concentration of 62 mg/L for Total Nitrogen.4 

28. Discharge to the Basins contains undisinfected wastewater. Public contact with 
undisinfected wastewater is precluded through fencing. The nearest supply well 
is located about 600 feet away from the discharge, meeting setback requirements 
of 150 feet for undisinfected wastewater ponds established by California Code of 
Regulations, title 22, section 60310(d).  

29. The typical incremental addition of dissolved salts from domestic water usage is 
150 to 380 mg/L. Mitchell Camp’s water supply well showed an average TDS 
concentration of 3,2505 mg/L in the year 2014; Board Order 94-067 listed a TDS 
concentration of 2,330 mg/L for Mitchell Camp’s water supply well.  

30. Given the low discharge volumes reported by the Discharger, and provided that 
the clay lining of the Basins should not yield significant amounts of percolation, 
the discharge should not unreasonably affect beneficial uses of waters of the 
state. Therefore, the treated discharge into the Basins, as regulated by these 
WDRs, is consistent with Resolution 68-16 and applicable water quality 
objectives in the Basin Plan. 

                                                           
4
 Calculated based on all data available for 5-year period of 2009-2014, which is contained in Annual SMRs for 

years 2010  and 2014 
5
 Calculated based on data provided by the Imperial County Department of Public Health 
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31. This Order establishes WDRs pursuant to Division 7, Chapter 4, Article 4, of the 
CWC for discharges that are not subject to regulation under Clean Water Act 
(CWA) Section 402 (33 U.S.C. Section 1342). 

32. Pursuant to CWC Section 13263(g), the discharge of waste is a privilege, not a 
right, and adoption of this Order does not create a vested right to continue the 
discharge. 

33. It is the policy of the State of California that every human being has the right to 
safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption, 
cooking, and sanitary purposes.  This Order promotes that policy by requiring 
discharges to meet maximum contaminant levels designed to protect human 
health and ensure that water is safe for domestic use. 

34. In accordance with Section 15301, Chapter 3, Title 14 of the CCR, the issuance 

of these WDRs, which govern the operation of an existing facility involving 
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing, is exempt from 
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources 
Code, Section 21000 et seq.). 

35. The Colorado River Basin Water Board has notified the Discharger and all known 
interested agencies and persons of its intent to update WDRs for said discharge 
and has provided them with an opportunity for a public meeting and an 
opportunity to submit comments.  

36. The Colorado River Basin Water Board in a public meeting heard and considered 
all comments pertaining to this discharge.  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that Board Order 94-067 is rescinded upon the adoption 
date of this Order, except for enforcement purposes, and, in Order to meet the 
provisions contained in Division 7 of the CWC, and regulations adopted thereunder, 
the Discharger shall comply with the following: 

A. Effluent Limitations  

1. Daily wastewater flow to the Basins shall not exceed 11,000 gpd. 

2. Monthly average wastewater flow to the Basins shall not exceed 2,000 gpd 
during the months of November through February. 

B. Prohibitions  

1. The discharge of RV chemical toilet waste into the WWTS is prohibited. 

2. The direct discharge of any wastewater to surface waters or surface drainage 
courses is prohibited.  

3. Bypass or overflow of untreated or partially treated waste is prohibited.  

4. Discharge of waste classified as “hazardous”, as defined in Title 23, CCR, 
Section 2521(a), or “designated”, as defined in California Water Code Section 
13173, is prohibited.  
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5. Discharge of treated wastewater to a location or in a manner other than 
described in this Board Order is prohibited. 

6. The Discharger shall not accept waste in excess of the design treatment capacity 
of the WWTS. 

C. Specifications  

1. The treatment or disposal of wastes at the WWTS shall not cause pollution or 
nuisance as defined in Sections 13050(l) and 13050(m) of Division 7 of the 
California Water Code, respectively.  

2. The Basins shall be designed and operated to maintain a minimum freeboard of 
two (2) feet at all times and freeboard shall be utilized for wake and waves of fluid 
motion, and emergency or natural disaster purposes only. 

3. The Basins shall be managed to prevent breeding of mosquitoes. In particular:  

a. An erosion control program should assure that small coves and 
irregularities are not created around the perimeter of the water surface.  

b. Weeds shall be minimized through control of water depth, harvesting, or 
herbicides.  

c. Dead algae, vegetation, and debris shall not accumulate on the water 
surface.  

4. The Basins shall be operated and maintained to prevent inundation or washout 
due to a 100-year storm event. 

5. The Basins shall have sufficient capacity to accommodate design seasonal 
precipitation based on a 100-year storm event, distributed monthly in accordance 
with historical rainfall patterns. 

6. Land area shall be reserved for possible replacement of the disposal system at a 
minimum sufficient for 100-percent replacement of the Basins. 

7. The Basins shall be managed to maintain the effectiveness of the clay liner in 
minimizing percolation.  

8. Public contact with undisinfected wastewater shall be precluded through such 
means as fences, signs, and other acceptable alternatives.  

9. The discharge shall not cause degradation of any water supply.  

10. No wastewater other than domestic wastewater shall be discharged into the 
Basins.   

11. All septic tanks shall be accessible for cleaning and inspection. 

D. Provisions  

1. The Discharger shall comply with “Monitoring and Reporting Program R7-2015-
0025" and future revisions thereto, which is incorporated herein and made a part 
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of this Order by reference, as specified by the Colorado River Basin Water 
Board’s Executive Officer.  

2. Prior to the implementation of any modifications to the WWTS which would result 
in a material change in the quality or quantity of wastewater treated or 
discharged, or any material change in the location of discharge, the Discharger 
shall report all pertinent information in writing to the Colorado River Basin Water 
Board and obtain revised requirements. 

3. Prior to any change in ownership or management of this operation, the 
Discharger shall transmit a copy of this Order to the succeeding owner/operator, 
and forward a copy of the transmittal letter to the Colorado River Basin Water 
Board. 

4. The Discharger shall ensure that all site operating personnel are familiar with the 
content of this Order and shall maintain a copy of this Order at the site.  

5. This Order does not authorize violation of any federal, state, or local laws or 
regulations.  

6. Facilities shall be available to keep the wastewater disposal facilities in operation 
in the event of commercial power failure.  

7. The Discharger shall allow the Colorado River Basin Water Board, or an 
authorized representative, upon presentation of credentials and other documents 
as may be required by law, to:  

a. Enter upon the premises regulated by this Order, or the place where 
records must be kept under the conditions of this Order;  

b. Have access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that shall be 
kept under the conditions of this Order;  

c. Inspect at reasonable times any facilities, equipment (including monitoring 
and control equipment), practices, or operations regulated or required 
under this Order; and  

d. Sample or monitor at reasonable times, for the purpose of assuring 
compliance with this Order or as otherwise authorized by the California 
Water Code, any substances or parameters at this location.  

8. The Discharger shall comply with all of the conditions of this Order. Any 
noncompliance with this Order constitutes a violation of the Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act and is grounds for enforcement action.  

9. The Discharger shall at all times properly operate and maintain all facilities and 
systems of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) that are installed 
or used by the Discharger to achieve compliance with this Order. Proper 
operation and maintenance also includes adequate laboratory controls and 
appropriate quality assurance procedures.  

10. This Order does not convey any property rights of any sort or any exclusive 
privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property or any invasion of 
personal rights, nor any infringement of federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  
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11. Unless otherwise approved by the Colorado River Basin Water Board’s Executive 
Officer, all analyses shall be conducted at a laboratory certified for such 
analyses. All analyses shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of 
“Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants”, promulgated 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  

12. Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that flood or surface drainage 
waters do not erode or otherwise render portions of the discharge facilities 
inoperable.  

13. Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that unauthorized persons are 
effectively excluded from contact with the wastewater disposal facilities.  

14. The Discharger is the responsible party for the WDRs and the monitoring and 
reporting program for the WWTS. The Discharger shall comply with all conditions 
of these WDRs. Violations may result in enforcement actions, including Colorado 
River Basin Water Board Orders or court Orders, requiring corrective action or 
imposing civil monetary liability, or in modification or revocation of these WDRs 
by the Colorado River Basin Water Board..  

15. The Discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information including all 
calibration and maintenance records, copies of all reports required by this Order, 
and records of all data used to complete the application for this Order. Records 
shall be maintained for a minimum of five years from the date of the sample, 
measurement, or report. This period may be extended during the course of any 
unresolved litigation regarding this discharge or when requested by the Colorado 
River Basin Water Board’s Executive Officer.  

16. The Discharger shall dispose of the untreated sludge from the septic tanks via a 
licensed hauler to an offsite facility permitted for that purpose. Otherwise, the 
Discharger shall obtain written approval from the Colorado River Basin Water 
Board’s Executive Officer specifying location and method of disposal, before 
disposing of untreated sludge, or similar solid waste materials. In addition, the 
Discharger shall provide the results of any sludge analyses as specified by the 
Colorado River Basin Water Board’s Executive Officer.  

17. The Colorado River Basin Water Board and the Director of the County 
Environmental Health Department shall be notified immediately of any failure of 
the wastewater containment facilities. Such failure shall be promptly corrected in 
accordance with the requirements of this Order.  

18. The Discharger shall remove and relocate any wastes which are discharged at 
this site in violation of these requirements.  

19. The Colorado River Basin Water Board will review this Order periodically and 
may revise requirements when necessary.  

20. All site operating personnel shall receive training on how to minimize pollutant 
discharges to the Basins. This instruction should include the following topics:  

a. Proper disposal of materials handled at the WWTS.  
b. Methods to wash tools and other objects so that no contaminants are 

introduced into the Basins.  
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c. Methods to wash hands so that no contaminants are introduced into the 
WWTS. 

21. Any off-site disposal of septage shall be only to a legal point of disposal, with the 
approval of the legal disposal site owner and operator. For purposes of these 
requirements, a legal disposal site is one for which requirements have been 
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board and which is 
in full compliance therewith. Any septage handling shall be in such a manner as 
to prevent its reaching surface waters or watercourses. 

22. The Discharger shall report any noncompliance which may endanger health or. 
the environment. Any such information shall be provided verbally to the Colorado 
River Basin· Water Board's Executive Officer within 24 hours from the time the 
Discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. A written submittal shall also 
be provided within five days of the time the Discharger becomes aware of the 
circumstances. The written submittal shall contain a description of the 
noncompliance and its cause; the period of noncompliance, Including exact dates 
and times; and if the noncompliance has not been corrected, the anticipated time 
it is expected to· continue and steps taken or ·planned to reduce, eliminate, and 
prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. The Colorado River Basin Water 
Board's Executive Officer, or an authorized representative, may waive the written 
report on a case-by-case basis, if the oral report has been received within 24 
hours. · ...__ · ., 

23. All monitoring · instruments and devices used by the Discharger to fulfill the 
prescribed monitoring program shall be properly maintained and calibrated as 

·· necessary to ensure their continued accuracy. 

24. The Discharger shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical mc;mitoring 
program reports, and such reports shall be submitted in accordance with the 
specifications prepared by the Colorado River Basin Water Board's Executive 
Officer and in Monitoring and Reporting · Program R?-201.5-0025. Such 
specifications are subject to periodic revisions as may be warranted. 

25. The Discharger shall submit all documents electronically, including those required 
to assure compliance with this Order. All such documents must be emailed on or 
prior to the regulatory due date. To accomplish electronic submittal of documents 
the Discharger shall convert the signed original document to Portable Document 
Format (PDF), or other appropriate Microsoft application. Documents shall be 
emailed as attachments to: 

RB7 -wdrs _paperless@waterboards.ca.gov 

Documents that are 50 MB or larger should be transferred to a disk and mailed to 
the Colorado River Basin Water board office in Palm Desert. 

I, Robert Purdue, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true and 
correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control 

Board, Colorado River Basin Region, on May 13, 201~· . . ~ 

· ·~Officer 
9 

.. / 



 

 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD  
COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION 

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM R7-2015-0025 

FOR 
MITCHELL’S CAMP FAMILY ASSOCIATION, OWNER/OPERATOR 

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM AND DISPOSAL BASINS 
Palo Verde – Imperial County 

MONITORING 

1. This Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) describes requirements for monitoring 
a wastewater system and groundwater quality (when needed).  This MRP is issued 
pursuant to California Water Code (Water Code) section 13267.  The Discharger shall 
not implement any changes to this MRP unless and until a revised MRP is issued by 
the Executive Officer. 

2. Water Code section 13267 states, in part: 

“In conducting an investigation specified in subdivision (a), the Colorado River 
Basin Water Board may require that any person who has discharged, 
discharges, or is suspected of having discharged or discharging, or who 
proposes to discharge waste within its region, or any citizen or domiciliary, or 
political agency or entity of this state who has discharged, discharges, or is 
suspected of having discharged or discharging, or who proposes to discharge, 
waste outside of its region that could affect the quality of waters within its region 
shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, technical or monitoring program reports 
which the regional board requires. The burden, including costs, of these reports 
shall bear a reasonable relationship to the need for the report and the benefits to 
be obtained from the reports. In requiring those reports, the regional board shall 
provide the person with a written explanation with regard to the need for the 
reports, and shall identify the evidence that supports requiring that person to 
provide the reports.” 

3. Water Code section 13268 states, in part: 

“(a) (1) Any person failing or refusing to furnish technical or monitoring program 
reports as required by subdivision (b) of § 13267, or failing or refusing to furnish 
a statement of compliance as required by subdivision (b) of Section 13399.2, or 
falsifying any information provided therein, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may 
be liable civilly in accordance with subdivision (b).  (b) (1) Civil liability may be 
administratively imposed by a regional board in accordance with Article 2.5 
(commencing with § 13323) of Chapter 5 for a violation of subdivision (a) in an 
amount which shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each day in 
which the violation occurs.” 

4. The Discharger owns and operates the wastewater system that is subject to Board 
Order R7-2015-0025.  The reports are necessary to ensure that the Discharger 
complies with the Order.  Pursuant to Water Cole section 13267, the Discharger shall 
implement the MRP and shall submit monitoring reports described herein. 

5. All samples shall be representative of the volume and nature of the discharge or matrix 
of material sampled.  The time, date, and location of each grab sample shall be 
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recorded on the sample chain of custody form.  If composite samples are collected, the 
basis for sampling (time or flow weighted) shall be approved by Colorado River Basin 
Water Board staff. 

6. Field test instruments (such as those used to test pH, dissolved oxygen, and electrical 
conductivity) may be used provided that: 

a. The user is trained in proper use and maintenance of the instruments; 

b. The instruments are field calibrated prior to monitoring events at the frequency 
recommended by the manufacturer; 

c. Instruments are serviced and/or calibrated by the manufacturer at the 
recommended frequency; and 

d. Field calibration reports are submitted as described in the “Reporting” section of 
this MRP. 

7. The collection, preservation and holding times of all samples shall be in accordance 
with U. S. Environmental Protection Agency approved procedures. Unless otherwise 
approved by the Colorado River Basin Water Board Executive Officer, all analyses shall 
be conducted by a certified laboratory. All analyses shall be conducted in accordance 
with the latest edition of the “Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of 
Pollutants” (40 CFR Part 136), promulgated by the USEPA. 

8. The Discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information, including all calibration 
and maintenance records and all original strip chart recordings for continuous monitoring 
instrumentation, copies of all reports required under Board Order R7-2015-0025, and 
records of all data used to complete the application for the Order, for a period of at least 
five (5) years from the date of the sample, measurement, report or application.  Records 
of monitoring information shall include: 

a. The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurement(s); 
b. The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurement(s); 
c. The date(s) analyses were performed; 
d. The individual(s) who performed the analyses; 
e. The analytical techniques or method used; and 
f. The results of such analyses. 

Septic Tank Monitoring 

1. All septic tanks shall be inspected and/or pumped at least as frequently as described 

below. Inspections of sludge and scum depth are not required if the tanks are pumped 

at least annually. 

Parameter Units 

Measurement 

Type 

Inspection/Reporting 

Frequency 

Sludge depth and scum thickness 

in each compartment of each tank 
Feet Staff Gauge Annually 

Distance between bottom of scum 

layer and bottom of outlet device 
Inches Staff Gauge Annually 

Distance between top of sludge Inches Staff Gauge Annually 
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layer and bottom of outlet device 

2. Septic tanks shall be pumped when any one of the following conditions exists: 

a. The combined thickness of sludge and scum exceeds one-third of the tank 
depth of the first compartment. 

b. The scum layer is within 3 inches of the outlet device. 

c. The sludge layer is within 8 inches of the outlet device. 

3. If a septic tank is pumped during the year, the pumping report shall be submitted with 
the annual report. At a minimum, the record shall include the date, nature of service, 
service company name, and service company license number. 

Basin Monitoring 

1. The Discharger shall estimate the maximum and average daily discharge volumes to 
the Basins for each month during the reporting period and report the findings annually. 
The monitoring report shall include a description of the method used to estimate the 
discharge volumes. 

2. The Basins shall be sampled annually during the month of November. The sample 
shall be taken from the Basin with the highest water level at the time of the sampling 
event. The report shall specify which basin was sampled. The samples shall be 
analyzed for the following: 

Constituent Unit 
Type of 
Sample 

Sampling 
Frequency 

Reporting 
Frequency 

Total Dissolved Solids mg/L1 Grab Annually Annually 

Volatile Organics (EPA 
Methods 624 and 625) µg/L2 Grab Annually Annually 

Hydrogen Ion pH Grab Annually Annually 

Nitrate as NO3-N mg/L Grab Annually Annually 

Total Nitrogen mg/L Grab Annually Annually 

Water Supply Monitoring 

1. The Discharger shall list the source of the water supply to Mitchell Camp during each 
reporting period in the monitoring report. If the water supply originated from multiple 
sources, all sources shall be listed with estimated percentage contribution to the total 
supply. 

  

                                                           
1
 mg/L - milligrams-per-Liter  

2
 µg/L - micrograms-per-Liter 



Mitchell’s Camp Family Association  Board Order R7-2015-0025 
Domestic Wastewater Treatment System  Monitoring and Reporting Program 
 

13 

2. Mitchell Camp’s water supply well shall be sampled annually and the samples shall be 
analyzed for the following: 

Constituent Unit 
Type of 
Sample 

Sampling 
Frequency 

Reporting 
Frequency 

Total Dissolved Solids mg/L Grab Annually Annually 

 

REPORTING 

1. The Discharger shall arrange the data in tabular form so that the specified information is 
readily discernible. The data shall be summarized in such a manner as to clearly 
illustrate whether the WWTS is operating in compliance with Colorado River Basin 
Water Board.  

2. Records of monitoring information shall include:  

a. The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurement(s);  
b. The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measurement(s);  
c. The date(s) analyses were performed;  
d. The individual(s) who performed the analyses;  
e. The analytical techniques or method used; and  
f. The results of such analyses.  

3. Each report shall contain the following statement:  

“I declare under the penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with 
the information submitted in this document, and that based on my inquiry of those 
individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant 
penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations.  

4. A duly authorized representative of the Discharger may sign the documents if:  

a. The authorization is made in writing by the person described above;  
b. The authorization specified an individual or person having responsibility for the 

overall operation of the regulated disposal system; and  
c. The written authorization is submitted to the Colorado River Basin Water 

Board’s Executive Officer.  

5. Report immediately any failure in the waste disposal system to the Colorado River 
Basin Water Board and the Director of the County Environmental Health Department by 
telephone with follow-up by letter.  

6. Describe any changes in the operating procedure during the reporting period. 

7. Monitoring reports shall be certified under penalty of perjury to be true and correct, and 
shall contain the required information at the frequency designated in this monitoring 
report. 



.--------------------------~-----

Mitchell's Camp Family Association 
Domestic Wastewater Treatment System 

Board Order R?-2015-0025 
Monitoring and Reporting Program 

8. All monitoring results and information required to be reported on an annL,Jal basis shall 
be included in the annual' monitoring report. Annual monitoring reports for the reporting 

·period of January 1st through December 31st of each year shall be 'submitted to the 
Colorado River Basin Water Board by January 151

h of the following year.· . 

9. The Discharger shall submit all documents electronically, including those required to 
assure compliance with Board Order R?-2015-0025. All such documents. must be 
submitted on or prior to the regulatory due date. To accomplish electronic submittal of 
documents the Discharger shall convert the signed original document to Portable 
Document Format (PDF}, or ·other appropriate Microsoft application. Documents shall 
be emailed as attachments to: 

RB7 -wdrs _paperless@waterboards.ca.gov 

Documents that are 50 MB or larger should be transferred 'to a disk and m~iled to: 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Colorado River Basin Water Board 
73-720 Fred Waring, Suite 100 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
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VICINITY MAP 
MITCHELL’S CAMP FAMILY ASSOICIATION, OWNER/OPERATOR 

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 
Palo Verde – Imperial County 
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SITE PLAN 
MITCHELL’S CAMP FAMILY ASSOICIATION, OWNER/OPERATOR 

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 
Palo Verde – Imperial County
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WASTEWATER PROCESS FLOW SCHEMATIC 
MITCHELL’S CAMP FAMILY ASSOICIATION, OWNER/OPERATOR 

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 
Palo Verde – Imperial County 
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