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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, was called to order by Chair Gary Johnson at 10:00 a.m. on March 30, 2004, in the City Council Chambers, City of La Quinta, California.

1. Board Member Roll Call

Present: 
John Benson, Gary Johnson, F. Thomas Kieley, Leon Lesicka, Gregory Pettis


Absent:
None
 

2.
Staff Present

Adnan Al-Sarabi, Jose Angel, Maria de la Paz Carpio-Obeso, Jose Cortez, Rosalyn Fleming, Kristie Garcia, Phil Gruenberg, Chris Igbindedion, Theresa Illare, Michele Ochs,                     Kola Olatunbosun, Ivory Reyburn, Jon Rokke, Robert Perdue, Joan Stormo, Doug Vu and     Doug Wylie

3. Others Present

Catherine George, State Water Resources Control Board – OCC

Dennis Parfitt, State Water Resources Control Board - CWP
Eldon Lee, City of Coachella
Grace Verhouvan, Park Avenue
Jeff Johnson, Riverside County Department of Environmental Health
Jerry Santillan, City of Coachella
Jim Mavis, CH2M Hill
John Porcella, CH2M Hill

Lavelle Lesicka, Private Citizen
Randy Hines, City of El Centro
Steve Bigley, Coachella Valley Water District

Terri Herson, CH2M Hill

Yvonne Meeks, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E)

4.
Minutes

Meeting of February 11, 2004

MOTION:
Mr. Lesicka moved, Mr. Kieley seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the Minutes be approved as submitted.

5.
Public Forum

Yvonne Meeks, PG&E, explained that PG&E takes their environmental responsibility very seriously and is committed to taking all necessary steps to clean up the ground water at the Topock site, as well as protect the Colorado River and the sensitive desert environment while doing so. 

Additionally, Terri Herson of CH2M Hill, gave a presentation on the background and ongoing cleanup effort at the Topock site.

6.
Uncontested Waste Discharge Requirements


NPDES Permits

JR
R7-2004-0004
City of El Centro – El Centro Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, Owner/Operator – El Centro, Imperial County (Updated Order)


Waste Discharge Requirement
MO
R7-2004-0022
Imperial Magma LLC, Landowner, CE Obsidian Energy LLC, Owner, CalEnergy Operating Company, Operator, Salton Sea Unit 6 Power Plant Holding Pond and Wellfield Basins (Mud Sumps) - Salton Sea Known Geothermal Resource Area, Imperial County (New Order)

JC
R7-2004-0080
Pacific Gas and Electric, Owner/Operator, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Landowner, Topock Compressor Station Wastewater Treatment Plant – Southwest of Needles, San Bernardino County (Updated Order)


R7-2004-0081
Change of Name and/or Ownership




MO
92-029
Heber Field Company




MO
92-030
Heber Field Company




MO
93-025
Second Imperial Geothermal




MO
93-043
Mesquite Mine




CS
95-005
Big Bend Resort




MO
95-016
Mesquite Mine




JC
00-001
Covanta Second Imperial Geothermal




MO
00-044
Heber Geothermal Company




JC
00-072
Covanta Heber Geothermal


R7-2004-0085
Rescission/Termination of Waste Discharge Requirements




JC
01-193
Ventura Coastal Corporation

NOTE:
Proposed Order No. R7-2004-0080 was tabled to a future Board Meeting.

MOTION:
Mr. Benson moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Board Orders No. R7-2004-0004, R7-2004-0022, R7-2004-0081, and R7-2004-0085, be adopted.

7. Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of Proposed Resolution
Resolution No. R7-2004-0017:  Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan to Prohibit the Discharge of Waste from New and Existing Individual Disposal Systems on Parcels Less than One-Half Acre that Overlie the Mission Creek Aquifer or Desert Hot Springs Aquifer in Riverside County if a Sewer System is Available

Joan Stormo, Regional Board staff, gave an overview of the proposed amendment.

MOTION:
Mr. Benson moved, Mr. Pettis seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Resolution No. R7-2004-017, including the errata, be adopted.

8.
Amended Motion for Uncontested Waste Discharge Requirements

MOTION:
Mr. Pettis moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Board Orders No. R7-2004-0004, R7-2004-0022, R7-2004-0081, and R7-2004-0085, including the errata, be adopted.

9.
Consideration to Affirm, Reject, or Modify Proposed Administrative Civil Liability Orders (ACLOs)

R7-2004-0013
City of Brawley Wastewater Treatment Facility, Brawley, Imperial County for Failure to Comply with Requirements of Board Order No. 98-001

R7-2004-0014
City of Calipatria Wastewater Treatment Facility, Calipatria, Imperial County for Failure to Comply with Requirements of Board Order No. 98-001

R7-2004-0015
City of Imperial Wastewater Treatment Facility, Imperial, Imperial County for Failure to Comply with Requirements of Board Order No. 00-040

R7-2004-0020
City of Westmorland Wastewater Treatment Facility, Westmorland, Imperial County for Failure to Comply with Requirements of Board Order No. 98-001

R7-2004-0023
Seeley County Water District Wastewater Treatment Facility, Seeley, Imperial County for Failure to Comply with Requirements of Board Orders No. 97-049 and R7-2002-0126

NOTE:
Mr. Benson recused himself from voting on proposed ACLO No. R7-2004-0013. Proposed ACLO No. R7-2004-0013 was pulled from the agenda.

MOTION:
Mr. Pettis moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Administrative Civil Liability Orders No. R7-2004-0014, R7-2004-0015, R7-2004-0020 and R7-2004-0023, be adopted.

10. Public Hearing for Consideration to Affirm, Reject, or Modify Proposed Cease and Desist     Order (CDO)

R7-2004-0028
Coachella Sanitary District, Owner/Operator, Wastewater Treatment Plant – Coachella, Riverside County

The public hearing was called to order and those planning to testify took the appropriate oath.

Kola Olatunbosun, Regional Board staff, gave a staff report and recommended adoption of proposed CDO No. R7-2004-0028.

Phil Gruenberg, Regional Board Executive Officer, recommended adoption of proposed CDO No. R7-2004-0028.

The public hearing was closed.

A role call vote resulted as follows:

Ayes:
John Benson, Gary Johnson, F. Thomas Kieley, Leon Lesicka, Gregory Pettis

Nayes:
None

Motion carried unanimously that Cease and Desist Order No R7-2004-0028 be adopted.

11. Revision to Schedule of Board Meetings for Calendar Year 2004

MOTION:
Mr. Pettis moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the revised schedule be adopted.

12. Border Pollution

Jose Angel, Regional Board staff, gave an update on activities related to Salton Sea restoration.  Mr. Angel also gave an overview of the water quality problems and corrective efforts at the New River.

13. Informational Update on State Board Activities

Catherine George, SWRCB-OCC, reported that Richard Katz is not resigning from the State Water Resource Control Board at this time. Ms. George also reported that a CALEPA staff member has been assigned the task of handling appointment issues at CALEPA agencies, including the Regional Boards.

14. Regional Board Executive Officer’s Report 

Mr. Gruenberg apologized for his absence at the February 11, 2004 Board Meeting. Mr. Gruenberg announced he plans to retire from the Regional Board by the end of the year. He suggested the Board begin the process of deciding who will fill his position. 

Mr. Gruenberg also reported that the Waste Discharge Requirements for Coachella Valley Water District, adopted on February 11, 2004, have been petitioned to the SWRCB and are under review.

15.
Regional Board Staff Reports


Ms. Stormo discussed the development of perchlorate goals and regulations at the state and federal levels.


Ron Falkowski, Regional Board staff, gave an update on remediation efforts at the Meaders Cleaners site.


Doug Wylie, Regional Board staff, provided an update on state and federal grant programs.

16.
Regional Board Chair’s Report

Mr. Johnson reported the next WQCC is scheduled for April 19, 2004. He also reported that Salton Sea restoration was a topic at the recent Salton Sea Committee Meeting.

17.
Osabuogbe C. Igbinedion et al. v. California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Riverside County Case No. INC 037727


The Board adjourned to Executive Session, then reconvened in open session.

18.
Meeting Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
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