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Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board MA
3737 Main Street, Ste. 500
Riverside, CA 92501

Attn: Michael Adackapara

Re: Comment Letter
Draft Sector-Specific General Permit
Scrap Metal Recycling Facilities — Santa Ana Region

Gentlemen:

This comment letter is in regard to a number of storm water issues in the Scrap metal sector specific
general permit currently under discussion by the Regional Board.

A number of items in the Sector-specific Draft permit have the potential to adversely affect our
company's ability to stay in business. These comments are to alert you and the Board to the
problems with each of these issues and offer some suggestions to change the draft permit. Our initial
comments are general; document specific comments follow them.

First of all, we do not speak for any other company; neither do we necessarily accept the comments
by any others. Do not assume that a vocal party or persons represent a consensus.

Second, it is our professional opinion that this document, coming prior to the adoption of the
statewide permit is pre-mature. A number of technical and procedural issues should be addressed at
the state level first (issues such as types of chemical analysis methods, i.e. specific conductance vs.
turbidity, etc. etc.) rather than each regional board “doing its own thing.”

Third, the draft sector specific permit did not include attachments B, C, D or E! Since these
attachments address very specific parts of the permit, it is impossible to evaluate the impact or the
specific issues, much less respond to them. This may even be found in violation of the state’s
openness criteria for public laws and regulations.

Fourth, setting a target of 90 days to be in compliance with this permit — especially without having
seen all of it — is absurd. Many of the items alluded to in the draft sector specific permit require time,
training and materials, to say nothing of finding qualified personnel.

Our specific comments below are listed in the order found within the Draft sector-specific permit of
April 2011.
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