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CEQA Scoping Meeting Purpose

» Receive Public Input
» Provide Project Information

» CEQA/Regulatory Processes and Future
Opportunities for Public Participation




Background: Basin Plan Amendments

Basin Plan:
Designates Beneficial Uses
Sets Narrative and Numeric Water Quality Objectives
Describes Implementation Programs
Describes Surveillance and Monitoring

ncorporates Applicable Plans and Policies
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Project Description:
Water Quality Problem

The objective of the Clean Water Act is to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.

Existing Beneficial Uses are protected and restored using WQOs for
chemistry on a pollutant-by-pollutant and waterbody by waterbody basis

Chemistry alone is inadequate to determine the condition of aquatic life
Beneficial Uses.

Biological Objectives set the biological quality goal, or target, to which water
guality can be managed against, rather than the maximum allowable level
of a stressor(s)




Project Description

May 13, 2015 San Diego Water Board Adopted Resolution R9-2015-0043
Amendment of the Basin Plan to:

1) Incorporate a narrative biological objective for waterbodies in the
San Diego Region such as:
“Waters of the State shall be of sufficient quality to support native
aquatic species without detrimental changes in the resident
biological communities.”

2) Establish numerical measure(s) to interpret the narrative objectives. This
will include using the California Stream Condition Index (CSCI) for
wadaeble streams




California Stream Condition Index (CSCI)

The CSCI is a biological scoring tool that helps aquatic resource managers
translate data about benthic macroinvertebrates found living in a stream into
an overall measure of stream health.
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CEQA Requirements for Basin Plan
Amendments
e Are CEQA Projects

e Exempted from EIR or Negative Declaration

e Substitute Environmental Document (SED)
e Required under 23 CCR Section 3775
e Technical Report

e Basin Plan Amendment Language
e CEQA Checklist
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Scoping: Goals

Receive Public Verbal Comments Regarding
Potential Environmental Impacts, Mitigation
Measures, and Alternatives

1) Incorporate a narrative biological objective
for waterbodies

2) ) Establish numerical measure(s), including
the CSCI to interpret the narrative




Scoping

Why:
Help staff shape and draft the SED

ldentify and request additional data/needs
ldentify potential alternatives




Questions/Comments

Verbal Comments Today
Written Comments by COB August 26, 2016

No written response to comments

sandiego@waterboards.ca.gov
Attn: Chad Loflen
619-521-3370

hitp://WwwW\elWaterboards.ca.qgov/resources/email subscriptions/req9 s
ubscribe.shiml

hitp:/Asaiy. waterboards.ca.qgov/sandieqgo/water issues/prd’ﬁféﬁé/ba
sin plan/bio objectives/index.shtml




