
California Environmental California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA)Quality Act (CEQA)

Purpose: Purpose: 
HighHigh--quality environment quality environment 
–– Identify significant impactsIdentify significant impacts
–– Avoid where possibleAvoid where possible
–– Mitigate where possibleMitigate where possible

Ensure public Ensure public 
disclosure/participationdisclosure/participation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CEQA stands for California Environmental Quality Act. 



It’s Purpose is to Develop and maintain a high-quality environment now and in the future



Therefore, CEQA requires that significant impacts that will result from projects are identified and that adverse impacts are avoided where possible

Where this is not possible, impacts should be mitigated



CEQA also requires public disclosure and public participation



Application of CEQAApplication of CEQA

””Projects" undertaken or requiring Projects" undertaken or requiring 
approval by State and local approval by State and local 
government agencies. government agencies. 

””ProjectsProjects”” are activities which are activities which 
have the potential to have a have the potential to have a 
physical impact on the physical impact on the 
environmentenvironment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CEQA applies to "projects" proposed to be undertaken or requiring approval by State and local government agencies. 



Basin Planning: Exempt from Basin Planning: Exempt from 
CEQA RequirementsCEQA Requirements

““Functionally equivalentFunctionally equivalent”” to the to the 
CEQA requirements for CEQA requirements for 
environmental documentationenvironmental documentation [CCR [CCR 
Title 14, Title 14, §§ 15251(g)]15251(g)]

““Functionally equivalentFunctionally equivalent””
documents include: written report, documents include: written report, 
initial draft of Basin Plan initial draft of Basin Plan 
amendment, CEQA checklist  amendment, CEQA checklist  [23 CCR [23 CCR 
3776]3776]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basin Planning is exempt from traditional CEQA requirements.  The State Board’s water quality planning process has been certified as “functionally equivalent” to the requirements of CEQA for environmental documentation�

“Functionally equivalent” documents include:  written staff report, initial draft of Basin Plan amendment, CEQA checklist  [23 CCR 3776]





CEQA Scoping MeetingCEQA Scoping Meeting

Legislation requires lead agency to Legislation requires lead agency to 
conduct meetingconduct meeting

Purpose: gain public input on Purpose: gain public input on 
scope and contentscope and content of functionally of functionally 
equivalent documentsequivalent documents



Scope of ProjectScope of Project

Identify environmental impactsIdentify environmental impacts

Identify mitigation measures Identify mitigation measures 

Identify alternatives for achieving Identify alternatives for achieving 
compliance with TMDL (i.e. compliance with TMDL (i.e. 
reducing toxicity levels)reducing toxicity levels)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, how do we go about defining the scope of what the Functionally equivalent document should contain?



We do so by: Identify environmental impacts

Identify measures to mitigate these impacts

Identify alternatives for achieving compliance with TMDL



Anticipated ImpactsAnticipated Impacts

Meet toxicity standardsMeet toxicity standards

Healthy benthic communityHealthy benthic community

Others?Others?



Concluding RemarksConcluding Remarks

Thank you for participatingThank you for participating

Please remember to subscribePlease remember to subscribe
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Presentation Notes
Thank you for participating, encourage your participation in the future, please remember to sign up for one of your mailing lists to stay informed.  Thank you for coming.
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