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San Diego Wild Animal Park -ehenning
15500 San Pasqual Valley Road

Escondido, CA 92027-8702

Dear Mr. Estrin:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO. R9-2010-0058
SAN DIEGO WILD ANIMAL PARK

Enclosed is Notice of Violation (NOV) No. R9-2010-0058 for the San Diego Wild Animal
Park. The basis for this NOV was the monitoring data contained in the May 2009
through January 2010, 3 and 4" quarter 2009, and 2009 annual monitoring reports
submitted by the Zoological Society of San Diego (Society) in accordance with Order
No. 99-04.

Please take steps to impiement the follow-up actions necessary to ensure that the
violations noted do not occur in the future. These violations subject the Society to
possible further enforcement action by the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, San Diego Region (San Diego Water Board), including administrative
enforcement orders requiring the Society to cease and desist from violations, or to clean
up waste and abate existing or threatened conditions of poliution or nuisance;
administrative assessment of civil liability in amounts of up to $5,000 per day per
violation:' referral to the State Attorney General for injunctive relief;, and referral to the
District Attorney for crimina! prosecution.

The San Diego Water Board has the following comments regarding the reports
referenced above:

1. The Wild Animal Park Sewage Treatment Plant has had violations of the total
coliform effluent limitation since April 2005. Historically, violations were
addressed through re-training of personnel on correct sampling techniques.
More recently, violations have been attributed to clogging of the chlorine dosing
pump, high infiuent flows, and failure of the chiorine dosing pump. During these
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events, inadequately disinfected secondary effluent was discharged to the
recycled water storage pond. Recycled Water Use Requirement E.5 (as written
in Addendum No. 1 to Order No. 99-04) states:

The plant shall be equipped with automatic shut down capability to prevent
inadequately disinfected secondary effluent from discharging into the recycled
water storage pond. The inadequately disinfected secondary effluent at the
chlorine contact tank will be re-disinfected with higher dose and re-sampled prior
to diversion into the recycled water pond.

Based on conversations with the treatment plant operators and an inspection of
the facility, the Wild Animal Park STP is not equipped with automatic shut down
capability to prevent the discharge of inadequately disinfected secondary
effluent. Ms. Cathryn Henning of the San Diego Water Board discussed this
deficiency during a meeting with you on August 20, 2009. Ms. Henning followed
up with emails dated August 26, 2009 and October 27, 2009 requesting a list of
tasks and expected completion dates for the installation of a chlorination system
in compliance with Recycled Water Use Requirement E.5. No response has
been provided to the San Diego Water Board to date. Please provide the
requested information as soon as possible.

2. The median values for total coliform calculated on August 25, 26, and 27, 2009
were reported as ND when the actual values were 17 most probable number per
100 milliliters.

The next monitoring report is the February 2010 monthly monitoring report, which is due
by March 30, 2010. In the subject line of any response, please include the requested “in
reply refer to:” information located in the heading of this letter. For questions pertaining
to the subject matter, please contact Ms. Cathryn Henning at (858)-636-3161 or at
chenning@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

.

Julie Chan P.G.
Supervising Engineering Geologist
Groundwater Basins Branch
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IN THE MATTER OF NOTICE OF VIOLATION
_ NO. R9-2010-0058

San Diego Zoological Society
San Diego Wild Animal Park
15500 San Pasqual Valley Road
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Escondido, CA 92027-8702 ‘ |
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Waste Discharge Requirements: Order No. 99-04
Facility: San Diego Wild Animal Park

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT:

The Zoological Society of San Diego (Society) violated Order No. 99-04, Waste
Discharge Requirements for Zoological Society of San Diego, San Diego Wild Animal
Park, San Diego County. These violations subject the Society to possible further
enforcement action by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego
Region (San Diego Water Board), including administrative enforcement orders requiring
the Society to cease and desist from violations, or to clean up waste and abate existing
or threatened conditions of polilution or nuisance; administrative assessment of civil
liability in amounts of up to $5,000 per day per violation;2 referral to the State Attorney
General for injunctive relief; and referral to the District Attorney for criminal prosecution.

The San Diego Water Board reviewed the May 2009 through January 2010, 3rd and 4th
quarter 2009, and 2009 annual monitoring reports required by Order No. 99-04.

Summary of Violation

1. There were 4 violations of Discharge Specification B.4 for total coliform, which
states: Effluent shall not exceed a total coliform bacteria [most probable number]
MPN of 240/100 [milliliters] mL in more than one sampie in any 30-day period.
Violations occurred on August 23, September 19, 20, and 21, 2009 with reported
values of 1,600 MPN/100mL.

2. Samples for total coliform were not collected on September 24 and 25, 2009.
3. Discharge Specification B.4 for chloride establishes a daily maximum effluent

limitation of 400 milligrams per liter,(mg/L). This Discharge Specification was
violation on December 12, 2009 with a reported value of 1,000 mg/L.

2 Under authority of California Water Code section 13350. LM ™ Ay
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4. The 4th quarter 2009 monitoring report did not include grab sample results from
SW-3 and SW-4 as required in Section C.3 of Monitoring and Reporting Program
No. 99-04.

5. The 4th quarter 2009 monitoring report did not include grab sample results from
SW-5 and SW-6 as required in Section C.4 of Monitoring and Reporting Program
No. 99-04.

6. The 2009 annual monitoring report did not include grab sample results from SW-
8 (or SW-7) and SW-9 as required in Section C.5 of Monitoring and Reporting
Program No. 99-04.

7. Groundwater monitoring data for 2009 has not been reported.to the San Diego
Water Board as required in section C of Monitoring and Reporting Program
No. 99-04. '

8. The 2009 annual monitoring report did not include the evaluation report required
in section E.1.e of Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 99-04.

9. The 2009 annual menitoring report did not include the information required in
section F.1 through F.7 of Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 99-04.

Questions pertaining to the issuance of this Notice of Violation are to be directed to
Ms. Cathryn Henning at (858)-636-3161 via e-mail at chenning@waterboards.ca.gov.
Written correspondence should be directed to the following address:

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100

San Diego, CA 92123-4340

Attn: Groundwater Basins Branch Chief

Mul &fww 3/ //O
JL{I'e Chan, P.G. DATE
Supervising Engineering Geologist

Groundwater Basins Branch
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